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lelted magn:
BASKING in the glow of
his success in Irag, UN Sec-

retary-General Kofi Anpan
Offefedm play a role i an’
Israeli - withdrawal

and conceded the pri

of ongoing US mdiﬂq
Followmg talks with Bj-

nyamin Netanyahu and Pal-

estinian leader Yasser An|
afat on Tuesday, Ammanj

welcomed an imminent de-
cision by the Israeli cabinet
10 mplement UN Resols-
tion 425 f the
withdrawal of Israeli.

from south Lebanon, adding

hewou:dwcrkw:mausg _'_':'

ties involved, including
ia, to ensure the effective

implementation oftbe with-{ .

drawal, AP

Bot Annap’s ummls-
reel rap into problems yes-
terday when the - Knesser

greetedhxmmt.hamg
attack on UN policies to-
wards.lsmel.

End sanctlons
ARAB League forsign min-

mmlyCounci]toﬁemthe

A copy of the resolution,

obtained by AFP, backed|

demands by Libya for com-
pensation for losses it sus-
tained as a mesult of the

sanictions andmaﬂinned

solidarity with Tripoli.
The resolution’ wes adopt-
ed as the foreign ministers
o
up two days of discussions
in Cairo marked by -sharp
criticism of Isracl's policies |
in the Middle East peace

process. . (:ee pd)
Probe refused
ARAB-Tstazli - lawmaker

Azmi RBishara said he| |

wounld invoke parliamentary
immumity and:refose to be |’

q;muomdhypohceabmt-
a visit to Sjmm lamr De-f
cember during . which hei-
metwmhgovmmmof-:-""

ficials and gave lectures. -
Bishara’s assistamt told

Reutersondeaythem—- :

vestigation was * politicall

motivated. Blsham had m{
fused a request from Bi-|
nyamin Netanyahu's office.
to meet with an aide’ before
the visit. Bisham is_ nol the
Grst Isroeli-Agab,

to visit Syria. Several’ oth-
ers have visited in recent

years withon:jn:idenr_-A.

cominittee

munity.

INSIDE |

ibrahim Néﬁe:
The devil
you know

Edward Said: . -
Scenes from
-Palestine

Mona Anis: -
Habermas
in Cairo

S:meﬂ:eonsaofﬂ:epm
Pa]esumanP:mdeassu-Amfathasmedtomw Jected - the unpub

that the Arabs, grounds that it wounld “compromise
curity interests™. Israel has yer to determine how the PA's civilian and security controf). By way of

ISLAND IN THE
SUN: The plass

squash court, first
* erected in fromt of
the Pyramids, has

been moved (o an

Hurghada, much 1o
the delight of
players and
spectators alike.
“It's wonderful o
. play in a court
- sumounded by the
- - 5ea, the mouniains,
e ;lhe boats. M-Ahﬂ
- as done a great j
"~ and the Hurghada
. championship is just
as successful as the
.2 Pyramids event,”
g said wop-ranked
= Ausmalian player
Sarah Fiz-Gerald.
Tonight sees the
scmi-finals of the
Al-Ahram Squash
Tournameni,
tomormow the
finals fsee p. 17}
photo:
Hossam Diab

- nationalise the Oslo process,
the Buropeans and the wosld

crisis in March 1997,

generally would bring

America’s fruit

Dennls Floss arrives in lsrael today to push the much vaunted American initiative to unlock the peace process. Grahham Usher examines the likely results

On 22 March, all but one of the Israeli cabinet re- this land {abowt 17 per cent) would be transferred to
lished American proposal on the the West Bank's Area B (under the PA's civilian but

Isracl's vital se- Israel’s security control) rather than 1o Area A (under

moughpreusmetobeermﬂ:Nmnyahngmmmm
tofm:entoadhm‘em

- be a fiitle bitter.

;nmeucomsﬁng v bthonkandAnnan.

made it cleartq-lhePales&nmnAmhmty (PA) thet the .

lstheUS'and

'IheUSwm:sIsracltolmdmakeaWestBankm-_

d@loymentoflﬂ‘l percemt,spreadova'threefom-

ok .
w stages, in exchange for specific secarity meas-

by the Palestinian Autbogity (PA).

Gwenthemmauonalfmesbachngn.lt:smuﬁ'u-_

tlﬂtYasserAnfausgmngmﬁndverydiﬂiculttom
- fuse, fualling & long way short of even the most

. minimal-Palestinian .aspirations. ‘If Arafat has yet to .

‘much land it will yield for the néxt redeployment. but
the cabinet consensos appears o be 9.5 per cent and
10 ImOre.
Soa]anmdwasNetanyahubylheAmmcanpro-
posal that he dispsched cabinet' ministers Mathan
Sharansky, Limor Livnat and Yitzak Mordechai to
‘Washington to urge administration officials not to go
'pubhcmthlt.Hehasaim say .Isracli press sources,
mobilised “Israci’s friends in Congress™ m put the
squeeze on the Chinton administration to prevent pub-
_lication, The US {for riow) appears to have backed
off, agreeing to postpone any public anncumcement of

" the mitative vntl after US special envoy Dennis

-Rosssu?tolsrael.duetostantoday

The US government seems genuinely shocked by
the ferocity of Netanyahu's opposition o its plen, es-
pecially, as one US official told sraeli Radio, “as the
13 per cent proposal is much closer to the Israeli posi-
uonﬂnan:tlstotthahsuman 'I‘hiswanlmder

- slatement.
Alﬂwughdemlsofthcplanhaveyeuobeoﬂimlly
revealed, on 20 March Istael’s Yedior Aharonot news-
paper leaked what it said was the “draft” of the Amer-
ican proposal. h shows that while Istacl wonld re-

" deploy from 131permtofﬂ:eWmBanksArmC

“compensation™ to the Palestinians, Israe] would con-
vert zround 12 per cent of what is presemly Area B
terdtory into Area A

Furthermore, each stage of the redeployment would
be conditional on the PA implementing a specific se-
curity pledge. effectively Netanyahu's
notion of ity as the motor of the Oslo pro-
cess. Thus, in exchapge for an initia) Ismeli re-
d.: pluyme:.l. ol two per ceni, the PA would be ex-
pected 10 issue an order banning “incitémment” in
Palestinian areas, mvestigate — with the Israelis —
any incidents of incitement acd rasfy the annulment
of those clauses of the Palestinian National Charter
which assume the destruction of Isrzel. Should the PA
not do these to Israel’s satisfaction, then presumably
the redeployment would stop.

Finally — and presumably to spare Netanyahu
blushes with his coalition — the American proposat
makes no call for any kind of freeze on senlement
construction. Rather, according to a report in Israel’s
Ha'aretz newspaper on 23 March, Israel would make
2 written compmitment to either the US or Jordan to
“significantly reduce senlememt activity™ while the
US and PA would set up 2 joint committee to “mon-
itor settlement acuvuy and land expropriations in the

The one area where it appears the US has not moved
towards Israel is over the third redeployment, guar-
anteed by then Secretary of State Warren
in the 1997 Hebron agrezment 1o lake place “not laxer
than mrid-1998". Netanyahu has long wanted this re-
deplovment cancelled or “collapsed™ into Oslo’s fmal
status negotiations on borders. And it may be that the
Israeli leader is playing tough on the cument US in-
itiative 1o extract more concessions on the third re-
deployment.

Is the American imitiative one the PA can accept?
There are signs that it may. partly out of a desire 1o
keep the US sweet on the third redeployment and part-
1y out of resignation that 13 per cent is the most it can
salvage from the second. There is also a sense that any
outright rejection would alienate the Americans (and
perhaps the Europeans) and play Into Newanyahu's
hands. “We know Netanyahu would like it very much
if Arafat were to reject the Americag initiative,” chief
PLO negotiator Sacb Erekat told Israel's Chanpel 2.
“Bot we will not give him (Neunyahul the pleasure.™

Yet 1o accept the initiative would mean the PA en-
tering the final status talks with no more than 15 per
cenl of the West Bank under its civilian and security
control, no freeze on settlements and facing an Israchi
leader who would undoubtedly use these gains as ev-
idence that playing hard ball with the Arabs (and the
Americans} brings political and territorial dividends.
If this is victory, it is difficult to see what is defeat.

Knesset could
votemdmpBlshmsnn-

havemdeademﬂ:emaua,:t:sbmnseBmyamm

Netmyahms declding for hiima. -

C|V|I|sed
meetmgs

'Will webe ahlemmeserveonrculum]

identity in ah age of globalisation or

are. we destined 10 be “Westernised™? -

- How do the peoples of the world relate

T toaneannghu-andmhumanhndasa

whole?
Thesearemmofﬂ:cqmons

* which- will ‘be debamﬂatafour—day.

UNESCO-sponsored . ‘conference; the
largest-ever event: of its kind, which
mﬂopmmStonkholmnanday

- Representstives of some 150 comn-
" ties will seek new channels for inter-
colral’ dialogue betwetn North and
Soutbaswellasn’yto a Dew un-

.of the role of religion In -

Sh%ccmfmnce,mnﬂed“]‘hehw-
of Cultnre™, is the climax to the World |

Decade for Cultnral * Development,
- which began in 1988, Parficipants will
. draw a schedale of events for the

, Which has been declared by

. year
tthNGenetal "Assembly -the “Inter-
nauonalYearfortheCillmofPewe

" — a.concept that inclodes gnd cham- '
: pmns:hcfactofcultimldwelmy )
.. “At a2 ume when the world has be-

- come’ famﬂzarmihtemssuchasethmc

clednsing, religions. fanaticism,
and:acmgl,pre_lud:cesmdtbennesahout

" ‘the:clash of cultures, Ii is essental fo - mi
.chinge’ the cnitural landscaping of the

- will bé"a member of the delegation io

Stockholm, hdbyClﬂnn'eM:msterFa-
rouk Hesni. . .-

"I conference will tackle key cul-'-
unahssuessuchasﬂmfﬂeoflomlcul—

" will be.ten forums.

" The world’s

{currently under Israel’s exclusive control), most of West Bank”,

!argest—ever gathering of in-
tellectuals meets in Stockholm on Monday. Their

.aim? To reshape cultural cooperation between

North and South. Omayma Abdel-Latif reports

a‘lsoﬂn&alensthedwnmlyofmwty

" and may evenmally lead to a pro-

gressive unifosmity.”

In addition to plenary sessions, there
Egypt bas been cho-
sen to chair the foram debating “inter-
natlmal cooperanon in cultural pol-

Aecotdmgtol:!osm.[-‘.gy;uwaschn-
sen to organise these mpmamdabat&s

. because of its cultural weight.

“There 'will also be

by NGOs, consisting worksbopsand

;!-’?m to discuss new initiatives as
as ongoing projects. -
-Some intellectuals have expressed the

fear that, ke many UN the
wtbat.manysﬂhmn:s..

§.
L
é

. specuveofonenauomhalhasd:ﬂ’ﬂmt
cu}fnghnmdxﬁaemﬂmuﬂw. he

challenge is .t0_ buid 2 global b
fonnanmsunetythausbmnbyan

- and accessible to all,” he added.

- Many, Third World imelfectuals have
- voiced concers thar globalisation has”
- hitherio meant a loss of identity. Al-

. though- they ‘wish to be part of mod--

ernity, they wapt to participate on tarms

-'.wh:chrespemhmmunnmlm

Ahmedsasltsnnposs:blew:gnmr
cither the":‘loal“ or the “global”, and
that a synthesic between the two has to
be created. “Such a conference should
seek new mechanisms for jpitiating a
dialogue betwesn culmires, instead of
mterpmungomculmrald:ﬂ'ercncﬁm
terms of us-versus-them,” he said.
‘professor Ahmed Thabet used
-different words 1o make the same point.
“Does . globalisation show respect for
cultural diversity and national specific-
ity, or does it-move towards imposing a

--certain colttral pattern, that of the

West, and a cerrain lifestyle, that of
Amm‘?"heaslmd

ence is simply an at-
ternpt oa the pant of
the Western world “to
frame a new social
g coorract 1o covnier the
xepophobiz in Eu-
ropean societies o~
wards non-Earopean
cultures, pasticularly
the Islamic cujmare.”
Like all UN confer-
ences, the Stockholm
g plan of action ad-
B vocates “respect for
. Bender equahty and
fully: récognises women's rights, in-
cluding freedom of expression and ac-
¢35 to decision-making processes.
Aramwingm‘rums!astmunlh,the

. Arab Educational, Scientific and Cui-

tural Organisation (AESCO) introduced
a mmber of modifications to the orig-
inal plan of action. “These changes
stregs - the § of cultural di-
versity and the caltural rights of minor-

. itfes .within a pational framework™ .

Ghontim said.
"l'heclasho}'c:v:hsabonstheon'ad-
'vanced by H is of no use,”

Youssef concluded. “The concept that
ISt prevail is a meeting of civil-
isations. That is the real challenge fac-
ing the world's intellectuals when they
meet i Siockholm.™

{see p.5)
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President Mubarak during talks with the Emir of Qatar Hamad bin Khalifa Al-Thaui

Southern warmth

Paiching up differences with neighbours could be warm-
er on some fronits than others, as Dina Exzat finds out

Cairo played host this week to guests from Turkey, Su-
dan and Qatar who worked with Egyprian officials on im-
praving relations thar kad soured. The visitors were Turk-
ish Foreign Minister Ismail Gem, Sudanese Foreign
Minister Mustafa Osman Ismnail and Emir of Qatar Ham-
ad bin Khalifa Al-Thani. All three held separate talks
with President Hosni Mubarak and Foreign Minister Asmr
Moussa.

With the Turkish official, Cairo reiterated concern over
the controversial strategic military alliance between An-
kara and Tel Aviv. Also on the agenda was Turkey’s pro-
posed Neighbourhood Forum initative that aims to forge
an allinnce between Twrkey. Imq, Syria, Jordan, Iranm,
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait With economic cooperation its
primary target, Ankara is trving to sell the idea as one de-
signed to “help Iraq out of its economic crisis,™ But the
authors of the initiative do not exclude some form of po-
litical and/or military cooperation between two or more
members of the proposed forum. .

With Sudan, Egypt worked out a plan for the retrn of
Egyptian property in Khartoum which was confiscated by
the Islamist regime in the past few years during which
time the two countries exchanged recriminations. The
plan is expected 1o be put inro action within the next few
days. The completion of the hand-over process, which
should not take roore than three weeks. may open the way
for the much-talked about visit by Sudanese Presidem
Omar Al-Bashir to Cairo. Also under discussion was
Egypt's involvement in 2 mediation effont to reconcile
Bashir’s 'regime and its southern oppooents in order 1o
preserve Sudan’s erritorial integrity.

And with the ruler of Qatar, Cairo e dismay
over the recent layoff of bundreds of Egyptians working
in Doha in retaliation for Egypt’s bovcoti of a regional
ecopomic conference hosted by the small Guif state last
year and anended by Israel. Cairo listeped to promises
that the situation would be rectified in a fashion that best
serves bilateral relations as well as overall Arab interests.

In ail, the results were satsfactory to Egypt as well as
to the visiting dignitaries. The Turks said they were hap-
py to establish a mechanism for regular consultations be-
tween Monssa and Gem and their assistants. The Su-
danese said they were pleased with. and supportive of,
the Egyptian mediation effort. And the Qartaris said they
were glad io have been warmly received by Egypt — a
sign that the dispume of the past few months has been re-
solved.

But the rapprochement appeared io be warmer on soms
froms than on others. Sudan seemed to come first while
Qatar and Turkey vied for second place.

Following their talks at the Foreign Minisiry, Moussa
and his Sudanese opposit¢ pumber came out laughing
and exchanging jokes. Asked aboul the disputed Ha-
layeb border wiangle, Ismail said: “Halayeb should be a
symbol of the integration between Egypt and Sudan. As

my brother Moussa said, Sudan’s borders extend to’

Egypt’s northern borders and Egypt's borders extend to
Sudan’s southern borders.™

According to the Sudanese foreign minister, “the two
countries have overcome the difficult points in afl areas
and have embarked on an era of cooperation in security.
polidcal and economic domains.™
QNor.asmuch warmth was in the air whep it came 1o the

ataris. Indeed, there were no joint appearances by them
and the Egypiians before the press.

Egypt did give the visiting mier and his delegarion a
red carpet reception. Moussa made official statements
welcoming the visit and underlined the need for close
Arab tdes. But Qatari Foreign Minister Hamid bin Jassim.,
who was behind most of the verbal assaaults on the Egyp-
tian people and government, kept a low profile and did
not speak to reparters.

And any mpport that was demonstrated in a joint cews
conference by Moussa and Gem was cautious. Both min-
isters praised what they termed the good and hopest talks
they had, but every lime Gem said the Ankara-Tel Aviv
military ion was not a strategic alliance, Moussa
came close to replying that he hoped thar this was mdeed
the case. “It is not that we have an intention to reject
what the [Turkish foreign] minister is saying. All I can
say s that we are closely. carefully and copstantly fol-
lowing that matier and all its developments that coeld
have some strategic implications or an impact on the fu-
ure of regiopal relatfons,” Moussa said.

According o an Egyptian diplomat, “Egypt is being re-
conciliatory toward Turkey, but we cannot say that we
really belicve that their military cooperation with Israel is
no! a strategic alliance. On the one hand, we have in-
formation that suggests otherwise. On the other hand,
Turkey has repeatedly refused 1o provide us with a copy
of this agreement.™

Egypt is also apprebensive about the Neighbourhood
Forum mitiadve. “We don’t bave ail the details of the in-
itiarive... and we are not addressed as neighbours in this
initiative,” said Moussa He added that Egypt is not op-
posed to any economic ion among these coun-
tries. But, Moussa said, if things “go beyond the neigh-
bourhood dealings, ther we have an opimion and a
stance” that is hased on rejecting any regiopal alliances
that may inciude military cooperation or cause political
polarisation.

One diplomar explained: “What the Turks seem o want
is to minimise the economic losses they suffered as a re-
sult of the sanctions i on Iraq. They also want 1o
get both Syria and Irag to control the Kurdish groups that
are based on their territories.”

‘The source added: “But what is most alarming is that
they want to exclude Egypt from a major regional ar-
rangement.” The Turks, the source said, also expect coun-
tries like Syria and Iran to destroy any weapons of mass
destruction they may have, irrespective of the nuclear ar-
senal in Istael's possession.

Diplomats say that Cairo does not want to act with hos-
tlity. Rather, it plans o listen to Turkey om the matter.
However, the diplomats point out that there is a big dif-
ference between listening and condoning.

President Mubarak with the general secretariat

of the

A Kuwait-Iraq reconciliation?

PRESIDENT Hosni Mubarak met on Monday with the gen-
eral secretariat of the Arab Journalists' Federatiop, led by
Ibrahim Nafie, Iggguman of the feduaﬁonMand the Al-Ahram
Organisation. e told reporters thatr Mubarak spoke to
the joornalists abont Arab issues, particularly reconciliation

between Arab states.

According 1o Nafie, Mubarak said that if Iraq offered Kn-
m%bﬁc apalogy forjti;lsl990 inv;:,ion and agreed to
uwaiti prisoners, “this would be an important step

" toward a reconciliation” between the two countries. . -
Nafie said Mubarak explaiped Egypt’s effort to avert an
ed to the suffi f the !tinat“gould e
to erings o) Iragi people™ and cavsed tension
Nafie quoted Mubarak as sayil‘l‘%mthal. Iraq
" Arab solidarity by invading Kuwait “but there is

American military strike against

in the regi
“expl

adiﬂmehemeenﬂnl%sﬁﬁonanﬂlhesiu_m_ﬁm
now... The majority of Arab peop 3 Y
;su'i_keagainstli"aqtospued:ckaqipwplcaﬁuomlsuf-

fi - , )
e;vn;%esaidthatMubamkwasaskedabemm!smnd_l-
ﬁonaloﬁ'armwithdmwfmmsou:hem!_.gbmon.ljesud
the problems along the Lebanese and Syrian tracks “should
besolvedsimu]mneous!y.burifl_smelmhswnﬂ&aw
foom Eebanon unconditionsily, let it do so.” :
On the situaticn of the Egyptian press, Mubarak was quot- .
ed as saying there will be no new press laws. "What is re-
. quired is action by the Press Syndicate and the Supreme
Press Coumcil to stop the -
unityotthatmralaledmmemptsalbla!:hnﬂ_l.thmad
defamation,” Mubarak was quoted as baving said.

-2 military

that reflect on natjonal

Putting out the fire

The Press Syndicate, acting to “put out the fire” ignited by the imprisonment of three journalists,

is calling for the amendment of laws go'veming_ pub_lication offences. Shaden Shehab reports

The Misdemeanour Appeals Court for
Cairo’s Al-Sayeda Zeinab district con-
firmed on 18 March a six-month pris-
on sentence
managing editor of the weekly news-
paper Al-Dastour. The coun fonnd
him guilty of slandering writer Thar-
wat Abaza in ap article which he pub-
lished in the weekly newspaper Al-
Arabi, mouthpiece of the Nasserist
Party. Fahmi, who was arrested last
Sunday, had been initially sentenced
by a lower court in Marchk 1996, Al-
Destour was shut down at the end of
last month for publishing a dubions
statement, containing threats against
o o e
egecly issued by -
Gama’a Al-Islamiya

Fahmi was the third journafist 1o re-
ceive an imprisonment sentence for 1i-
bel in less than a month.

Shocked by the high incidence of
prison sentences for libel offences, the
Press Syadicate has moved to “put out
the fire”, accordi i

On 24 February, an appeals court
confirmed one-year prison sentences
inst Magdi Hussein, editor-in-chief
the bi-weekly Al-Shaab, mouth-
piece of the Islamist-oriented Labour

against Gamal Fahmi,

oAlfé. Interior Migister H £
Ahmed is attempting to arrauge out-
of-court senlements between Abaza
and Fahmi and also between Hussein
and EI-Alfi. If settements were
reached, the three jovrpalists would be
Court of Cassation rules on the matter.
“There is hope in Fahipi’s case,” Ah-
med told Al-Ahram Weekly. “I met
both parties end they showed flex-
ibility. Fahmi is ready to personally
oy o e newspaper. Abaza sesmed
ogy in newspaper. Abaza :
willing to accept the offer bat re-
quested time to think it over.”

“For the time being, we are trying to
put Fahmi in the same ward with

Hussein and Hilal, where ﬂxey_ar_e kept

scparate from common
said Abmed. He added bittedy: “I
hope the ward is large enough to ac-
commodate a larger number of jour-
nalists because there are sbout 60 cas-
es [before the. courts] related to
publication offences.™ '
Abmed noted that the imprisonment
penalty for a publication was
enacted into Yaw several years ago. “Tt
is astonishing that it is becoming ex-
cessively used by judges today.” he

Pasty, and Mohamed Hilal, the news-  said.

paper’s cartoonist. They were con-
victed of slandering Alaa El-Alfi, son

The syndicate will work to have the
provisions, related to imprisonment de-

leted from the press law, Ahmed said,
“once we have thl:m ont the ﬁrep;‘nalﬁe
suggested that appropriate ty
ftl::ggapubﬁcaﬁonnﬁ'encewouldbem
sirip any offender of his syndicate
membership, thus denymg him the
ﬁgh”mﬂin;hsuplgv board
A syndicate disciplinany is
currenily questioning Mammdouh Mah-
ran, editor-in~chief of the newspaper
Al-Nabaez, for publishing an article al-
leging that the wile of Hamdi Zag.
zouq. minister of Al-Awgaf [religious
endowments] was Jewish and that she
Emem:ms:ry" 'saﬁ'ahsfmmbehmdn;al
scepes. The prosecotof-ge
also brought lLibel charges agaiast

cem over Fahmi's impri t. “The
EOHR‘sooncmnismbythe
fact that these rulings are made in 2
tense clirpate against the freedom of
the press,™ a statement said. :
President Mobarak had complained
in a mesting - with the Supreme Press
Council about the “wespasses™ of the'

than those enshrined in law and in the
conscience of the jouraalist.™ - -

One human rights movement for all?

A two-day conference was organised by Cairo and Harvard universities to probe the intricate and sometimes
problematic relationship between Arab and Westermn human rights groups. Fatemah Farag sampies the debate

Twenty years ago the ferm “human =ights
groops” almost avtomatically referred to inter-
national, Western-based organisations. Today,

2] and 22 March, was informal, sonnd-table
closed sessions. As the summary of procedire

plained, there would be *“no effort in the meeting
to achieve a consensus on the issues explored. No

Emma Pi
ex_

ayfair, executive director of Im%&
and Neil Hicks for the US-based Lawyers Com-
mittee for Human Rights.

Talking to Al-Ahram Weekly at the ead of the

discussion was the role and character of human
rights groups. Politicisation versus pro-
fessionalisation of the movement is an issue that
kas recently been the subject of heated debate in

with the development of a diverse and wide-
spread humsn rights movement in the Third
World, the picture has become much more com-
plex. A case in point is the Arab world, where a
large number of national and regional human
rights orgamisations have emerged In past years.
The relationship between these groups and their
“intermational™ Westem-based counterparts is of-
ten Hraught with difficulties which need 1o be ad-
dressed. Hence, the initiative taken by the Human
Rights at Harvard University and the
Centre for the Smdy of Developing Countries
(CSDC) at Cairo University, who jointly organ-
ised a meeting under the . “The Inter-
national Aspects of the Asab Human Rights
Movement™. Lo

“The significance of this meeting is that it
comes at an appropuate moment as the relations
between Arb and international human righis
movemens -is 2 cause of concemn... If dis-
agreement regarding certain issues is nol re-
solved, donbts could be cast on the credibility of
the isations of both movements.” said Mus-
tafa Kamel El-Sayed, a professor of political sci-
ence at Cairo University and CSIC director.

To ensure that the most controversial subjects
could be addressed withour reserve, the mode
chosen for the discussions, which took place on

‘statement” will be issued ... no votes taken, oo
resolutions "
ing to Professor Henry Steiner, director
of the Human Rights Programme of the Harvard
Law School, “We all feel the need for better com-
munication and the importance that criticisms
from both sides be made clear. If the agenda of
the West is pot responsive, then we need to know
that. We hope this inidative will start a series of
Sim'ni:]fh?]ksgh-pwmd'“ ing included
i inc among its
Egyptian panticipants Mohamed El-Sayed Said.
deputy director of the Al-Ahram Centre for Polit-
ical and Strategic Studies, Hani Shukrallab, man-
aging editor of Al-Akram Weekiy, Babieddin Has-
san, director of the Cairo Centre for Human
Rights, and Mohsea Awad, executive director of
the Arab Human Rights Organisation. .
There were also prominent members of human
rights organisations from Kuwait, Moroceo, Tu-

. pisia, Palestine, Jordan, Lebanon, Sudan and

Yemen. But Muncef Marzouki, former president
of the Tunisian League for Human Rights, was
unable to attend because he was not granted an
exit visg by his country. Westem-based NGO

ives included the executive divector of
Human Rights Watck, Hani Megaily, as well as

) L ASS ADS - his disappearance. Khaled Dawoud reports
S — : : - — -
Cairo’s southern court on Saturday rejected 2 manded LES00,000 in compensation from the ' offici i i - e
FOR SALE case brougis by Bobaa El-Emary, wife of Lib-  Interior Ministry for allegedly fafiing to protect &‘é‘ﬁﬁ‘i‘;ﬁﬁm&m s o o Human Rights in Cairo i Ne-
Royal Canin dry food for dogs & yan dissicent Mensour 1 Kikhia, alleging that et husband while in Caro. - Egypt vehemently denied the charge, insisting his hosel hich he dissppeaed fom
5, : Interior Ministry was responsible for his  But the Court said that there was “no evidence  that it had no role in his di B foom. i SIS
ts is the optimum answer for | | mysterioos nce while attending a bu-  of negligence by the ministry and all the ev-  El-Kikhia served podrence. ~Emary"s lawyec, Adel Amin, said be would
_ca .. PH Now in [ | maorghs i Cairo jo 1993. idence brought by El-Kikhia's wife was circum-  uatil be joined dnasub“srm.@m appeal the court’s decision within 60 days, it
high nutrition for your pet. Now in , ﬂ:aTthe m m:tas.ﬁin! e vas o m;l oce gﬂmmm,- ff&mml ol Bl e 5 o i apbosiion aganst L mﬂm‘,ﬂm .
Egypt, call us at appearance of E1-Kikhia and no evidence tha _ The Waskington Post claimed late last year Kiodafi aiso_deaied responsibility Jor EL- view that ghe was ot surptised by the ooerts

5895077 - 5916127 aqy cime was comitied against him in Cairo.”  that Egyptisn agents had abducted El-Kikhia  plot by md'wmm. ha 3 decision because, she said, Egypt bhad devied -

El-Emary. who bolds dual American-Syrion  and handed him over to Libya. The newspaper mm:{g‘“hmsmm from the any invoivemeot or.1&: .. .

citizenship and resides in Washington, had de-  quoted unnamed Central Intelligencs Agecy . El-Kikhia aftended a Eﬂﬁd&m% spoasibility. She said that she would cpptinne 10 * -

T amaan e

Kikhia case turned dow

two-day seminar, Harvard's Steiner asserted that
“there i5 an enormous cotsensus” between the
Arab and international haman rights movements
“regarding the basic covenants of human rights,”
He noted, bowever, that “the discrepancy in
agendas arises only when discussing where to
draw the line, 50 only marginal issues are ques-
tioned.™

According to Cairo University’s El-Sayed,
Arb participaats took the opportunity to air “the
commos: percepiion in the Arab world that the in-
1emational movement somelimes takes positions
similar to those adopted by Western governments
— for exampls with regard to the issue of minor-
iies — whnle ignoring Israeli violations of na-
tional political rights as well s the detetjoration,
in somewoounmﬁ, of ecomomic and social
rights.” Palestinian delegates poimted cut that
%cemembﬂshm%:ﬂunhehksﬂnim.ﬁm-

. some InernEl -human rights organ-
isations have been focusing on that authority’s vi-
olations of homan righty in the seff-rule
territories, while giving less atention to the viola-
tions commitied by the Isracli occupation. West-
em representatives countered that the Arab move-
ment was too preoccupied with national issues.

Another ¢rucial point brougtit to the table for

A Cairp court has thrown out a
[} blaming the Interior Ministry for

regional civil society circles. “We all recognise
that human rights is a political action” explained
El-Sayed, adding that “the
importance that [a human rights] agenda should
be autouomous apd not a mere reflection of cer-
tain instinnions in the West simply becanse they
[theWestgmins&mtions]havemete_mmeesor
stronger countries.™

Emma Playfair of Interights pointed out that the
Arab wonjes stem from the fact thet many West-
ern instftutions were at times guilty of deciding
what should and should pot be done. “You have
wets ety Tew. nadonsl e Highis o
ere very few na i

isations, the tradition was for Wi i
stitutions to come in and do the work and, of
course, tey had their own perspectives,” she
said. Playfair cited the example of Anmesty Inter-
aational which was ased by many as a model. To-
day, Arab lmman rights groups are striving to im-
pose their own identity and many argue that this
can. only be achieved by a strategy which con-
nects thesc NGOs to the grassroots level, On the
Western side, it seems thar institutions have also
become more sensitive to the need to adapt them-
selves to the ing indi human i
movement. “Today, there is an awareness of the

ing stressed the -

who said: “There is a common awareness

strategy needs to be developed together, and that" .

We may disagree, but we should copsalt.™ < -
The proceedings of the meeting will be edited
and Harvard will publish an" English veisioe
WhileCaimUnivc_tsitywillpubﬁshﬂ!eAmﬁc
text “When published, the discussions: which
took place will provide a sound basis for-better
cooperation and will serve as a model for simélar

action in other regions,” concluded Eb-Sayed. *

case filed by the wife of a Libyan dissident
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both ‘Moslims and P
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assembly on Monday, El-Dababi af-

ﬁnnedthat“tbosewyhoareuymgm

incite -foreigners to interfere in

Egyptsm:emalaﬂ'msa:e.mfacl.
Copts in the heart.” -

El— drew the assembly’s at-

tention lo press reports that the US

law _opposing the religious
secuiion of mmonuesthn;g:lgho Phe

A large number of :onnsm en-
irepreneurs, consultants and experts
joined a of the Peopie’s As-
sembly’s tourism and ecopomic af-
fairs committee last Sunday to review

ment to deal with the

Abul-Kheir, tourism entreprenenr and
MP for Gha:blya,prodmedanear
" consensus that government measures
to date were not adequate and that
additional action is needed.

inet, at-a on 1 December,
had taken 11 micasores 1o soften-the
blow dealt by the massacre to the
toorism indusiry. These included a
interest on bank loans and a oumber
of fees levied on tourist villages and
exemption from the payment of em-
these measuores have not been imple-
-mented. “Letmetdlyouﬁ:nklythm
theyrmmmkunpaper he said

El-Zayyat, chairfmap -of " the
Chmnber of Tmmsm Compames,

expatriates living im the United '
Sm“-“‘fmmpuﬂo%mmm:fmm__

pamm to organise g Campaign -~
persecution of -

bound by slrcngnanonalum r.ha:..
discriminzation. v .
Inasmmtddwemdbefmethﬂ

Cmgrmplmnedbdebﬂeamw.

themeasmtakenbythegovem—
il

fects of last November’s Loxor mas- .
sacre on the towism industry. The -
meeting, beld at the request of Kamal

Abul-Kheir recalled that the cab-

hotels. They also included a one-year -

: forces with: Abol-Kheir, -

wuﬂd.'l'hehw hesmd.:sexpmadm '

*PPWWIM

il
gz
ol
TS
seif
2R PERE

5
g
d
1
i
:

Eﬁﬂ

&%E
gﬁﬂf .
ggz
i
Thdest
FEoy

igions discrimipation. Thi
explains why Muoslims and Copts have
always been upited in confronting ilie
mvadatsongyptlbm:ghomtheagﬁ,

the = said El-Dahabi

sa:d tbeLuxormassmhadbeenthe
dmstm—evermbefaﬂthetonr—

H-Zayymshmplymnmsedthemb-
inet measures taken - in December.
“These measures were takgqhasﬁly

andwﬂhmncmsnlung
perts,” ‘he said. “mem«-
cision to offer a 50 per cent discount

faras could nevulendmthe-pmmonon

Coptlc MP slams expats

Edward Ghali El-Dahab, apmm-'
men!!ﬂwy&rmdammberofthe.

He dismissed claims by Coptic ex-
pamiates thar Copts are prevented from
mkmg high posts. “Personally, ! oc-
copicd the- lnghcst positions in the ju-
Christian faith

- dicial system and my

was never an obstacle.” El-Dahabi said.
“Let me emphasise again that Islam

.is 2 religion of justice, mercy and total

between all human beings, re-

'ga:dlofthurcolnur race Or res

 statement by

MPsT-d"eiBéfe to‘iurism'
mdustry s ‘nightmare

" El-Dahabi added. He cited a
Lord Cromer. the British
high commissioner at the besinning of

“this cenmury. El-Dahabi quoted Cromer

as having said, “There is no difference
between Mushims and non-Mushims in

Egypt that Muslims
- mosgues Christians pray ch'-rl?urch-
- &5,

El-Dahabi aiso quoted Pope She-

noadah 01, bead of the Coptic Cr-
thodox Church, as saying, “We are

ians, forming a part of the people
of Egypt. We nenther call ourselves a
mmnmynordowehk:olh:rsmca]l

us a minarity.”

of tourism. Moreover, bank managers
informed us that they wonid neither be
able to postpone the repayment of in-
stalments on our loans nor exempl us
from interest on these loans. They told
us that this money belonged to the cit-
izens who had deposited it.”

However, El-Zayyat did praise the ef-
forts mede by the tourism and foreign
ministries to belp the tourism industry
ride out the damaging effects of the
Luxor massacre. “The mindstries have
recently contracted a Amer-
'Emn pablic relations firm to promoie

gypt as a tourist destination through-
out Bvrope and North America,” he
said. “Moreover, they have summoned
a pumber of international security ex-
perts 1o map out an ant-terrorism strat-
egy. These expens include Douglas
Hurd, the former British Foreign Sec-
retary, who bas experience in dealing
with the Irish Republicar Army, the
personal grard of the Iate French Pres-
ident Francecis Mitterrand, a famous
German expert who saved a Lufthansa
plane from bijacking, and an Italian
senstor who has e.xpcnence in con-
fronting Mafia operations.” .

*Gihad El-Ghazali, a tourism wm--
sultant, also painted a bleak pictiu: of
the . sitation of the tourism industry.
His prediction was that two years must

A Coptic MP has taken expafriate Copts to task for at-
tempting fo interfere in the domestic affairs of Christians

A heated debate in a parliamentary committee showed that additional
measures are needed to revive the tourism industry, which was crippled
3 by last November's Luxor massacre. Gamal Essam ENDin attended

pass before business picks up again
“The financial crisis in the Southeast
Asian states has ajso added to these
damaging effects,” be said. “And the
countries whose nationals were killed
in Luxor are strongly opposed o Egypt
as a tourisl destination. For example.
tour operators in Switzeriand, the coun-
try that lost the largest number of npa-
tionals at Luxor. refuse 10 cooperate
unless they are given a copy of the re-
port on the police investigation and un-
less their government agrees 10 waive a
waming to ils citizens against visiting
Esypt They have even alleged that the
personal belongings of their viclims
were stolen and insist that these be-
longings should be returned before
they agree lo persuade any Swiss cii-
izen to visit Egypt again.”

Rejecting the allegation, Hussein Ba-
dran, chairman of the Tourism Pro-
motion Authority, insisted that the per-
sonal belongings of the victims were
pol stolen. “All their belongings were
handed back to their families. It is real-
ly surprising 10 hear this allegation
fo!.li months afier the event,” Badran
sai

The allegation created an uproar in
the committiee. Many of s members
arpued thar the allegauon was part of a
*Zionist campaign™ 10 defame Egypt.

© iugeT i pruspy

The parliamentarians were  sym-
pathetic ta the grievagees of the wour-
ism entreprenenss. Ahmed Abu Heg-
gi. an MP Jjor Sohag. blamed the
sovernmeni for the bleak situation.
“The governmemt is mainly re-
sponsible, because it has never been
able 10 forge an effective anti-
terrofism  strategy.” he said. “The
tourism sector. which plays a crucial
role in development and creating em-
ployment opporumities. is now pay-
ing a very high price for the lack of
such a strategy.”

Said El-Alfi. an MP for Sharkiya,
responded thmt the government
should not be blamed for all kinds of
catastrophes, be they patral or man-
made, especially in an age of liber-
alisation and privatisation.

At the meeting's end. both parlia-
memarians and tourism investors
were urging the government o take
urgent new measures to save the in-
dusm- from bankruptcy. These, they
said, should include exempting hotels
from sales tax. twning shon-term
bank loans into long-term loans, is-
suing Egyptian insurance policies to
all tourists, and establishing a special
bank for the promnotion of tourism as
well as a fund for dealing with “wur-
ism disasters.”

‘The death of tlme

-mtmpnscs and “those who

CAINET '98 was the--tn]e of dmduals s00B fouowed soit In
Conference wish to- have it but caanot ef-

and Exhibition held on 22-24 -

March at the Marciott Hotel, or- "market - such

ganised by the Internet Sociery
of Egypt, the Reglona] “In-

mc
formation Technology and Soft- .ers af
m

ware Engineering apd -1

the Regional ‘Information. Tech-

nology Institute.
A

ddressing .
Atef Ebeid, mimister of the pab-

lic business sector, said that the ernment’s objective is to see
-government was the first to in-
troduce Intermet services in
1993. Companies apd  in--

the gu:lm'mg, thap 80,000 subscrbers.
According. to Ebeid, ﬂu: gov-

mammuseofthelnmer.

ford it.”

Ebeid was followed by His-
bam El-Sherif, head of the cab-
inet’s information and decision-
support centre and chairman of

_the Taternet Society of Egypt,
who said the government was
cuvently implementing a plan
to make the service available to
all sectors of society- The oum-

- ber of international connection
lines bas been wuebled doring
the past year, he said.

Youngv;mmnmmhsts applau&ng'lhemlmmr’smmauw.above.andnght,abnofvmlspmm phoros. Adel Ahmed

The word is shrinking again, thanks to
“‘excessive speed’. Ayman George makes
a brief pit-stop on the virtual highway

that one

The greenmg of Helwan

aﬁ‘aus.plantedanmnbernfm,hﬂdmhstjmdayw -habitants, she said.

attention to improving ecological - condifions  in- Helwan,
whchhasm:&'eredﬁumpoﬂ:ﬂnﬁsformmdmﬂm
n_gfo:mer.smmsas-“onmsofhﬂhngand :

pollutantsandupgmde medical services for Helwan's in-

" 'The scheme, which is finmeed by Swiss aid, will be car-
Sreat  tied out jointly by the ministries of scicatific research, mil-
narym-odncuon.plannmg,mmnmmlmdthepubhcbm

MabmoudElSherhm: chanmnnofaloulenwmnmmso-

beduty.”
ALESZnﬂhonp!mfordmsuswmbledwehpmmofﬂn c:aty,sa:dml(lOOOmwﬂlbeplamdmthcmgf

mwﬂ]dmlmthlhepmblemsofmdusmﬂl

wasmsandm Helwandunng “environment week”. .

of the conference’s objectives mumications  at
was 10 debate how 10 make best the cabinet’s in-
use of the Internet in the field formation

of education. particularly the and de-
education of children. Another cision-

objective was to open channels suppont cen-

for ?pemﬁon with ﬂilutﬂ'-
national organisations with the
aim of transferring technology
and know-how to Egypt.

A panel discussion, chaired
by columnist Salah Montasser,
mdd?ﬁaﬁ:hchow the Internet
enter the era of gﬁgypumbahsanon.

Tarck Kamel, director of com-

-y - .
~f, -
‘]
e
+

Atef Ebeid

transfer of information.

tre, said the conference also dis-
cussed the nses of Imterpet-2,
which enables extremely rapid

information will be exchanged
al excessive speed. “E-mail
will be sent from Egypt to
Australia in the space of sec-

Ahmed Abdel-Rahman, dep- onds.” he said. “Every country
uty chairman of the Internet So-
ciety of Egypl predicted that
the coming few years will wit-
ness what be called “the death
of time.” By this. he meant that

or enterprise without a site on
the Intermet will definitely
siand lo [ose.”

The Internet Society of Egypt
was established in 1996.

Police unfazed
by Minya attacks

Acting possibly out of
desperation, Islamist
militants staged their first
attacks in southern Egypt
since the Luxor

massacre. Omayma
Abdel-Latif reports from
Minya
L {

After a hull of several months.
Istamist miliiants went on the
offensive agzain in southern Egypt,
stazing twin antacks last Sunday in
Minya province. that left four
policemen Lkilled and 13 citizens
injured. The atracks were the first
since 17 November when 58
tourisis and four Egyptians were
killed by six assailants at the
Hatshepsut Temple across the Nile
from Luxor.

A security source said Sunday’s
attacks were the militants
response 1o the killing of eight of
their number in two clashes with
police during tbe previous two
weeks. The artacks, he said, are a
desperate attempt by the militants
o prove that they still exist

The fird atack occurred at 6.45
pm un Sunday ig the town of
Beni-Mazaar when a police patrol
cas carrying Lt. Col. Alaa Qandil,
two conscripts and the driver,
approached a “suspicious™ pick-up
truck, in which four men were
riding.

As the patrol cur prepared to
give chase 1o the truck, its
occupanis unleashed a hail of
automatic rifle fire. that killed the
four policemen on the spot. Two
pedestrians. who happened to be in
the area, were wounded.

As the gunmen escaped
southward, they were confronted
by a police checkpoint at the
entrance 1o the village of Matay,
10 kms south of Beni-Mazaar. In
the ensuing clash, four policemen
and seven citizens suffered slight
injuries. The anackers abandoned
the truck and ook refuge in a
neighbouring plantation. Blood
stams were found on the wuck's
seats, indicating that one of the
attackers was wounded.

Police combed the plantation in
search for the assailants.

A high-ranking security source,
speaking on conditon of
anonymity, said the attacks had not
taken the security authorities by
surprise, “We expect atacks to
occur here and there,” be said.
“The fact that there have been no
attacks for some time does not
mean that we have shelved our
plans to upgrade security
measures,”

The source explained that police
bave abandoned the shoot-1o-kill
policy. In rwo clashes on 8 and 18
March, he said, police besieged the
militants® hideouts and asked them

to surrender. “When they
responded by opening fire, police
fired back, killing them on the
spot,” the source added.

In the 8 March clash, founr
militants were killed in the Hor
plantation, a village to the north of
Mallawi. The four are believed to
have been involved in an attack on
a church in Abu-Qurqas, in March
1997, in which 12 Copis were
killed. and also in the killing of 11
policemen in separate ambushes
throughout the vear.

On 18 March, police were tipped
off that four militants were hiding
in wheat fields at Tahnsha, south
of Minyza. Police encircled the area
and used megaphones to urge the
militants to surrender, but they

fire. killing a policeman.
Police fired back, killing the four
miljtants.

“We are pot the first to open
fire,” the source said. “We ask
them to surrender first. If they

fire, we fire back, of course.”

Despite Sunday’s attack, there
were obvious signs that the
momentum of daily life had picked
up again in Mallawi Tgrevmusly a
hotbed of terrorism.The lown’s
main thoroughfare bustled with
commercial activity and security
measures were nol as visible as in
the past. A Jocal lawyer said:
“Until 2 few months ago, our good
morming salute was Lo inquire who
was killed the previous night and
where the sound of the bullets
came from. But now. the tension
has eased off a lot.”

A police car patroiled the street,
which was thronged by villagers
going about their daily activities.
According to a trader in the soug
[market], business was thriving
again. The resumption of
commercial activity was a lop
priority of the new policy.

“When the economic situation
gets batter and people feel that it is
safe to work and walk the streets
without heing harassed by security
forces, that is one way of fighting
the militanis.” the source said.

He explained that previous
security policies had failed 10
address the social tension which
restlted from the police-militant
confrontation. *“The people were
evidently disenchanted and this
was reflected in their caution in
dealing with the police.” the
source said. “But now we are
inroducing confidence-building
measures between police and
people.”

Edited by Wadie Kirolos
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"Dream
deferred

Annan had one message for the hopeful Palestinians: do the
Americans’ bidding, writes Graham Usher from Jerusalem

4 Region
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Unlike Robin Cook’s tempestuous sortie last
week, UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan's visit
to Gaza on Tuesday passed with barely a ripple.
The pearest there was (0 a diplomartic incident
was Ismael™s insistence thar iL rather than the Pal-
estinian Authority (PA). should receive Annan as
he entered Gaza from the Rafzh-Egypt crossing.
This. in tite laconic view of one UN official. was
to demonstrate that it is Israel. not the PA. that
controls the intemnational border.™ An eventual
compromise was reached where Annan was
grected at Rafah by a Palestinian delegation ac-
tf:iumpanied by an Isracli Foreign Ministry of-
cial.

Fresh from his success in brokering the agree-
ment with UN weapons inspections. Annan was
granted regal weatment in Gaza, with a full mil-
itury guard of honour as he arrived at the PA
presidenual offices. But there was one segment
of the Palestinian peeple on hand to remind the
secretary-general that Gaza remains very much
an occupied territory. Around 200 mothers of the
3000 or so Palestinian prisopers stll in-
carcerated inside Isracli jails staged a si-in as
Annan’s motorcade swept past. One banner ex-
pressed the sentiment of all. “There can be no
peace or securitvy withoot the release of Pal-
estinian and Arab prisoners from Israeli jails,™ it
read

Yasser Arafai. 100, was eager o use Annan's
visit to ram home the peint that N Securiry
Council resolutions apply to Isracl as well as Irag
but that ~Ismel igoores them™. He urged Annan
*t0 push forward the peuace process as you suc-
ceeded in your mission in Baghdad.™ But Annan
was quick to put a lid on any “exaggerated ex-
pectations” arising out of the success of his Irag
intervention. While he said he believed that ~all
Security Council resolutions are binding.™ the
question of their implementation was determined.
not by the secretary-general. but by the inter-
national will that governs him. ~In the case of
Iraq. the interpationul community had been will-
ing to enforce UN resolutions and use foree. This

s the difference berween Iraq
and here,” said Annan pointedly.
Onther than this. Annan’s main

conveyed by Cook: that the only
mediator for the Oslo process
was the Americans and that, in-
stead of looking to the UN and
Union for separate in-
idatives. the PA sbould acce
any American proposals as the
only ones in town. “T urge all the
parues coacemed 10 work with
them [the Americans] and to
have the courage, the vision and
the flexibility 10 make the kind
of compromises that are required
tw move forward and implement
agreements,” said Annan.

He then proceeded with his
tour. meeting, Palestinian Homan ¢
rights activists. a delegation of JR
prisoners’ mothers and assorted §
UN officials. At a banquet a1- §
tended by members of the Pal- |
estinian Legislative Council, An- }
nan admitted that during his trip

to the region he bad “repeated L i
General

expressions of doubt and scep- UN

; _Irl _ -

ﬁAmnandhisPa!esthmnchildrendun‘ng-theirvisitmn

ticism about Israel’s good faith™ boys' school in the Jabalia refogee camp in Gaza this week (ahoto: AFP)

and that so far the Palestinian
dream of seif-determination “remains a dream
deferred.” But again, his counsel was that Qslo
was the only track available. “Do not succumb o
the ways of violence.” he urged the Palestinian
parlamentarians. “Only peace and only com-
promise, only the understanding that two peoples
must live — and not die — side by side, will
bring peace to this land and self-determination to
vour people.” he said.

Perhaps the most practical message of the
whole rip was Annan’s support for UNRWA.,
the UN agency responsible for Palestine’s 3.1

million refugeas, including the 674.000 who live
in eight camps in Gaza Aware that UNRWA is
facing a projected deficit of $80.000 in its regalar
deficit this year which, if not met, could lead to
catastrophic cuts in refagee services, Appan said
that he kad “strongly urged leaders from all parts
of the world to provide UNRWA with the means
o effectively carry out its mission. UNRWA is
simply too important to the future of the region
w be neglected. It must be restored o full
strengath over time.” -

It was probably this sentiment — more than

any other expressed during his toor — which ac-
counted for the warmth with which Armman was
received when he visited Gaza's Jabalyia refugee

camp, home to some 70.000 refugees and bicth-

place of the Intifada. Coopled with UNRWA
Commissioner-General Peter Hansen's statement
earfier this month that the agency’s mandate
would be renewed for three maore years when it
comes 1o a formal end in 1999. Annan’s

gave some hope o refugees that, while their ser- -

vices may be cut, their cause of retun and com-
pensation has pot. yet, been abandoned. )

ympathy but no action

Lebanese officials were disappointed by UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan's visit to Lebanon, as he deciined to back
their demand for an unconditional Israeli withdrawal from south Lebanon in public. Zeina Khodr reports from Beirut

While opening a new office for the United Na-
tions Economic and Social Commission for
Western Asia (ESCWA) in downtown Beirut,
UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan paid gibute
to the zchievements of the Lebanese people and
government. But he also implicitly told the Leb-
ancse to rely on themselves.

I would like to recall a visit made 1o Beirut in
1958 by one of my predecessors. Dag Ham-
marskjold. It was a time when Lebanon was on
the brink of civil war. He had himch with then
Prime Minister Sami El-Solh. A cake was
brought in bearing the inscripgon: "UN save
Lebanon’. The UN head responded loudly so the
press would hear. He said: I cannot accept this
because it is for Lebanon to save Lebanen,” An-
nan (old a crowd of dignitaries who had gath-
ered at the ESCWA building.

Thar message. observers believe, underscored
what Lebanese officials had feared: the UN's ip-
ability — or unwillingness — to bring effective
pressure to bear on Israel. Annan, whose visit to
Beirut was part of a nine-day regicnal lour. dis-
cussed with Lebanese officials UN Resolution
425 and Ismael’s offer to withdraw its troops
from south Lebanon on copdition security guvar-
antees are provided by the Beirut government.

Lebanon had hoped Annan would help push
for the implementaton of Resolution 423 —
which calls on Israel to withdraw un-
conditionally from Lebanese territories. While
supporting the resolution’s implementation, the

UN secretary-general ipsisted it conid only be
achieved with the cooperation of all parties and
thar the details needed 10 be worked out between
Lebanon and Israel.

*Of course the resolution has a role for the UN
ia facilitating the implementation, and now there
seems 10 be a willingness w implement it, and
we will need to look at that. The UN caz encour-
age, can steer. pressure... but without the
cooperation of the parties, UNIFIL [the United
Nations Interim Force in Lebanon] and the UN
cannot impose the resolution,” Annan told a
news conference in Naquora in occupied ter
ritory in south Lebanon. .

The UN chief had visited UNIFIL's head-
quarters in the border village to pay oibute to
the work of the peacekeepers. In a colourful cer-
emony, he Jaid a wreath on a h in mem-
ory of the 230 soldiers killed in the line of duty
since UNIFIL was deployed in the area in 1978.

“You have come at a very interesting but
equally critical juncture ir the history of the
force,” UNIFIL's commander Major General
Joiji Konorote told the UN chief. “Recently a lot
of antention has been focused on UNIFIL be-
cause of the interested parties” ipterpreiations,
perceptions and speculations and plans on how
Resolution 425 should be implemented.”

Annan discussed with UNIFIL offictals “what
the fumre may bhold”. After talks with Lebanese
Teaders., he made clear he had no iniention of tak-
ing on Washington'’s role as mediator. While he

had no proposal to end the Isracli

accupation in the south, Annan

CAIRO

CITIZENS

AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY

'NOTICE TO AUSTRALIAN

| The Australian Embassy wishes to
remind all Australian citizens residing

said he would be discussing the
matter when be arrives in Tel Aviv.

“We did go over Resolution 425
and its possible implementation,

ministers’ meeting on Tu

in his speech at the opening of the Arab League foreign
i y. Palestinian President Yas-
ser Arafat demanded a united Arab smance that could ef-

but there are two parties needed for this and it is
not [Lebanese Foreign Minister Fares] Boueiz,
alope who can say what we are going to do,”
Annan told re| after ralks with Boueiz. “I
will be holding talks with Israeli leaders to hear
their point of view,”

The secretary-general said private discussions
with the two sides were needed to define the mo-
dalities of a pullout. He refused to give details,
but stressed that “the resolution clearly states
what Israel should do and what Lebanon should
do and we need to loock ar the facts on the
ground and the realities of today.™

But the secretary-general later denied that he
would advocate amending the resolution. In the
absence of an explicit call for Israel to leave the
country without posing conditions, observers be-
lieve Annan failed to give Lebanon the public
backing they were looking for.

Relatives of Lebanese detained in Isracli jails
were also looking to Anean for help to secure
the release of their loved ones. They converged
at the airport upon his arrjval, carrying protest
banpers. They denocunced an Israeli supreme
court decision to allow Israeli authorities 1o keep
ar least 10 Lebanese detainees — held without
charge — as bargaining chips. The secreiary-
geperal promised to press for Inemadonal Red
Cross access 1o Isrash jails.

In Syria, Annan said leaders were sceptical
about Israeli offers to withdraw from Lebanon.
“Nobody in the. region, especially in Lebanon
and Syria, takes the offers by Istacli leaders se-
riously,” said the official Syrian paper Tishrin.
Lehanon and Syria have rebuffed che Israeli pro-
posal as a media manoeuvre, a trap and a means
10 divert international attention from the dead-
focked Israeli-Palestinian taiks.

puliback.
Foreign

-raeli conditions.

soidiers two weeks ago in which :ﬂree Palestinian workers
were shot dead near Hebron.
also raided Palestinian houses in the Abu Sneina district of

Aman’s visit coincided with the 20th an-
niversary of TN Resolution 425, That resohution
js mow at the centre of debare. It has divided Is-
racli politiclans, who are discussing two rival
plans for withdrawing from south Lebanon. Is-
racli Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyaba's so-
called sewﬁtymbinadiswssed?ammplans
drawn up by Defence Minister Yitzhak Mor-
dechai and Infrastructure Migister Ariel Sharon
“The decision to withdraw has been taken. The
issue now is when and bow.” Isrzel’s Deputy
Prime Minister Moshe Katzav said. Mordechai’s
plan calls for a full withdrawal on condition that
Beirut accepts certain security guaraniees. The
plan, reportedly backed by Netanyahn, also calls
for an agreement with Lebanon to protect mem-
bers of Ismel’s allied Lebanese milida.

The rival plan presented by Sharon’ proposes a
unilateral phased withdrawal to be accompanied
by clear wamings to Lebanon that any attack on
Israeli interests from the abandoaed zones would
provoke severe retaliation including attacks on
Lebanese infrastrucrure.

But Beirui remains adamant it is under no ob-
ligation to gramt Israel ity guarantees be-
cagse the resolation calls for an unconditions}

Mini said A promised
to contact the government if he found common
ground between the Lebanese and Israsli stances
over the withdrawal during his talks in Israel
Bur Aanan is unlikely to bridge the gaps nor
bring pressure to bear on either party. He has
clearly stated that be has omly limited ca-
pabilities as UN secretary-general, In the inter
im, officials here are warning of possible Isracli

artacks imended to force Lebanon to accept Is-

S and the
Extwemist Jewish settlers had

Irag’s press:'
depressing
and depressed.

The Iragi press, for many ysars a vic-

fering from the effects of sanchons.
Khaled Dawoud sampledm&imm
press during a recent visit to Baghdad
N ]

m@mmwsmmmmcm.h
President Saddam Hussein makes few public

ident is 2 must — ied by a quote from
one of his old or recent speeches in which he
| usnally calls epon Iraqis 1o remain wnited and

firmn in their resistance 1 the United States.
On normaat days, the picture would be that of
Saddam in civilian clothes. with a broad smile,
while sitting on 2 sumptuous sofz in goe of the
3 i Wasiha wants

| inspect. Ac other times, he is scen in mifitary fa-
i comrades, and sali oo -

tigues, surrounded by comr nd
other ocrasions, bolding a child or drinking Are-
bian coffee while wearing traditional Bedouin
clothing. And on Friday. there is the incvitable
picure of Saddam, praying alope, Imhng

.The only exception is the newspaper Babel,
ren by Seddam’s son, Uday. Babel. of couse.
does not criticise Saddam bimself. But.it has
more freedon to criticise officials apd the per-
formance of government bodies. &t i3 aiso the
top newspaper in terms of geltmg mlerviews
with key officials. o

Conirary to other Iragi newspapers, Babef
rons mostly news items taken from pews agen-
cies, mentioning the source, the date and the ex-
act titoe the pews repont arrived. Other
such as Al-Jumhuriya, Al-Thawra, Al ?
and Jraq give more space (o editorials and anal-

WI‘Es'ach1:vaperl:asIns:m‘ ically been affiliated tor
oge of the ruling. establishments i Iraq: Al
Qadisia is the armed forces paper. Al-Thawra is
run by the ruling Baath Party, Al-fumbhuriva is
affiliated to the presidency and Irag gives more
space to issues refated © the ish minoty
and covers activities of Kordish factions which
are. of course, loyal o Saddam Hussein.

Besides being board chairman of Babel, Uday
is also the head of the Joumnalists” Syndicare, the
Youth Televisior Channel and Irag's national
football team. The assassination aiempt aginst
Udzy last year only added to his prestige — and
PoSts.

i newspapers, like everything else in irag.
wah:qlaﬁecnedbymeﬁgm seven-year-old UN
mﬂfmwdm&gpmnf
paper, all pewspapers 1o reduee their size o
ﬁe_ﬁght'm_b]oid pages. Iraq is also pr?fer;wd
imperting any printing chemicals, for fear
that such chemicals would be used
weapons of mass destraction, according, 1o the
S s mi among the newspapers
[ an agreement oew! *
editors, each daily paper prints. in_broadsheet
once a week, using eight pages only. Moreover,
each has to 1ake a day off each week.
A paper like Al-Jumhurive, for example, had w
rednce its daily circulation from 400,000 copies
in 1990 to 15,000 copies at present, Other pa-
pmshadmstopgiqvoﬁng_mmnﬂtm;e_._ﬂ:e
;tswsandsvms.gwmgpnmonlymmhmd

There are weekly papers apd cther tabloids
which publish sensarional news: hot pictures of
actresses, crime and non-political gossip.

Fraqi newspapers cannot afford to subscribe &
news agencies so they depend mainly on the of-
ficial Iragi news agency INA for their imter-
national news. Many Iragis, seffering harsh liv-
ing conditions, wouold say that they prefer to
save %smmmmzndfMy a sandwich or nec-
essary of newspapers.

When Iraqi television tried to initiate its owm

countries, the UN Sanctions Commintee stopped
the deal. According o Iraqi officials, all ar
S et
ast year signing an agreement with a
Tmlush_ . “They want to keep us ina
cage,” said one Iraqj j i
Becanse Iraq cannot afford buying any new
television programmes, whether films, docu-

simple. Iraq's two television channels record

thing Iraq would fear.

failing to respect broadcasting rights is the.last

Arafat calls for concerted Arab pressure

Yasser Arafat urged Arabs to bury their differences and form a uﬁ'rted front against Israel, Rasha Saad reports

peace process. The latest crisis between md
the US underscored the importance of restoring Amm sol-
idarity and overcoming

the divisions which had resulted

tim of authoritarianism, is aiso suf- .

appeacances, a front-page file phoio of the pres- |
accompanied

satellite channel, similar to those of most Arab

mentaries or major sports events, the option is -
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fectively pressure the international community to close
ranks and force Israel to respect Security Council resolu-
tions an} agreements already signied with the Palestinians,

Arafat, acknowledging that current political differencas
among Arab stales might make it difficolt to convene 2 full
Arab summit, proposed that a mini-summit of these coun-
wies directly involved in the Arab-Tsraeli conflict be held
85 soon as possible.

‘The Palestinian Jeader said that the Arabs” rejection of a
military strike against Irag and their success in pressing for
a diplomatic solution to the crisis had created the potential
for a suceessful Arab summit,

On the subject of Iraq. Arafat added that certain forces in
Israel bad sought to escalate the recent Iraqi crisis “for fear
that a peaceful solution would allow the world’s attention
to tum once again to the [Middle East] peace process.”

Arafat insisted thar the present Israeli government of
Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyzhu “is trying to make the
peace process a thing of the past™ He added, “It is not
only that nothing is progressing... The whole process is
now in a state of retreat™

Arafat explained that under Israel’s policy of collective
panfshment, including such measures as the continuous clo-
sure of self-rule areas, confiscation of land and demolition
of houscs, the living conditions of Palestinians had de-
teriorated t0 an unprecedented degree. “All these measures
have pushed unemployment up to 63 per ceat in Gaza and
46 per cent in the West Bank Our daily losses have
reached over $10 million,” he said.

Demanding international protection for the Palestinian

" people, Arafat cited the latest “crime™ committed by Ismaeli

Hebron under the protection of Isracli soldiers, thus con-
finning the present government's contempt for the peace
process. Arafat also noted the escalation in Israeli efforts to
Judaise Jerusalem. both by building new settlements and by
cxpanding those thar exist already.

“The secnrity of the Palestinian people is obviosly being
threatened. 1 place the cause of the Palestinian people be-
fore the international community, the Security Council, the
two sponsors of the peace process [the US and Russia], that
they may provide protection to our people against the con-
siant aggression from both seilers and the occupying
drmy... Without immediate Arab and intemational actiom,
the peace process will not survive much longer.”

_Indeed, Arafar went further, warning that if Isracli aggres-
sion against the Palestinian people continued, “the peace
process will be destroyed, leading the region into violence
and instability.”

. Arafat thanked the European Union for ifs “constant in-
itiatives”. He expressed his gratitude 1o British Foreign Sec-
retary Robin Cook, “who spoke out in Jebel Abn Ghneim
against Israeli setlement policy, Israeli policy on Jervsalem
and the whole Israeli smimde to the peace process.”

. Arafat also calied on the US to press ahead with its new
Initiative, “so asd o tprev.enftm ﬁxr;herehdeteﬂomﬁon in the
peace process an ect 1t from Israeli ZARCE

crastination.” pro o a0d pro-

mllﬁet;s Amflal. ;:;et with the Arab foreign ministers for 90

in closed Session over these recen
m;::fd in more detail, 8 ! develop-
s speech, Arab League Secretary-General Esmuat
del-Meguid also tackled the issues of Arah nwoncmauA;

m the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait in 1990, Abdel-Meguid

Abdel-Meguid criticised the Israeli proposal to withdmaw -

from southern Lebanoe in return for secori guarantees. He
describedthepmposalasananempttoqsfubven ity

Council Resolution 425, divert attention from Israel’s dé-

liberate obstuction of the peace process and drive @ wedge
between Syria and Lebanon. ®

Abdel-Megnid also calied on the US to consider the dan-

gers inherent in the cument stalemste. This simation, he . -

said, “has led the Arabs to lose confidence in the presant Is-
raeli povernment, and bas triggered their anger at the dou

ble standards used in dealing with the Palestinian question.”

Headded.“Wecauupond:eUStobdngmeﬂ'ecﬁw
pressure {0 bear on Isracl to abide by its commitmems.”-
Moving to Iranian-Arab relations, "Abdel-Mepid de-

scﬁbed:he:eoentmovesbyﬁanmcstabﬁshgoodrelm‘ms-

with the Arabs as a “positive and constructive sign™, How-
cver, he asked Iran to. settle its dispme'With-l%l: United
tiations, i rd:w all - mnds '

,mo tD . » " N
!‘?l'lﬁl;emﬁﬁ- r to allow forther improvement in Asab-
. The Arab Leagpe foreign ministers concluded their meet-
wg yesterday with several statements on the ‘Arab-lszach
peace process, the siruation in south Lebanon, UN sanetions

against Libya, the Syrian Golan Heights and mésns of re- -
“WWWMTMMMM&MM
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Region 5

In this three-part report, Khated Bawoud travels through the occupied Paiestinian territories, where
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Optimists among Palestinian officials tend 1o say
that the peace process “is facing a crucisl impasse

" which may have dangerous consequences™. The

“realists™, bowever, are much more blunt: either
“the peace process is dead™, or at least, “jt is slip-
ping through our fingers like sand™.

Nearly five years after signing the Oslo Ac-
cords in September 1993, Palestinians and [s--
raelis ought by now to have neached the final set-
tlement negotiations. But the reality is that Israel
has failed to honour most of its obligations, and
the majority of Palestinian land is stll occupied
by racist Israeli settlers: Following the election of
right-wing lsracli Pome Mimister Binyamin Ne-
tanyahu in Jone 1996. the situation has pro-
gressively and dramatically deteriorated. Peace
was pever a reality: now, even the idea of it is dy- .
ing. not only for Palestinians who suffer daily
abuse at the hands of the .occnpying Isracli
troops, but also for-the Israeli public. Their prime
minister seems determined to plunge the whole
region back into 2 world of confrontation, if not

- outright war, .
Palostini

cannot travel. - cannot work and
have no hope for the famnre. Gaza bas become a
mini—st;t:a}o which those living in the West Bank
and Jerusalem cannot go without obtaining prior
pertission from the occupation awthorities. “It is
easier 1o go 1o the United States than 10 go to
Gaza,” said one citizen in the West Bank city of
Jericho. Meanwhile, the expansion of settflements
in the West Bank and Jerusalem is forging abead,
surrounding and suffocating all the smsll Pal-

- estinian lowns and villages. Israel i5 also de-

liberately undermining Palestinian plans to create
an independent state by building two sets of
roads and byroads -— one for settlers, another for
everyone else — and reducing Palestinian cities
and towns io tiny isolated Bantustans on the
South African model, with no direct links be-
tween them.

Palestinian President Yasser Arafat, in an inter-
view with a select group of Cairo-based foreign
correspondents last week, said, “Netanyahu and
his government refuse o implement accurately
and honestly what we agreed on, even the agree-
menis he signed bimself in the presence of the
Americans, Europeans and re niatives of the
whole world ™ Arafa: was referring to the Hebron
Accord, signed in January 1997. According to
that agreement, Israel should have carried owm
three stages of further redeployment in the West
Bank, the first in-March 1997, the second in Sep-
tember and the last on the 7th of this‘month at the
latesi. None of these redeployments were imple-

‘Hebron: a new
‘apartheid regime

Time for t
bullet of mercy?

- >

mented, and no progress is expected in the near
futare. Tndeed, the majority of Palestinians now
believe there can be no change as long as Ne-
tanyahu remains in power — which he is likely 10
do at least until the year 2000.

There is talk of 2 “new™ _ 'maybe even really
aew? — American initialive 1o be presented 10
both Israel and the Palestinians. Europe is also
making moves, but Palestinian officials recognise

that such moves will always be in coordination -

with Washington, and that the two will never risk
open confrontation with one another. Moere than
anything, Palestinions wanl to see Europe. to-
gether with the Arab and Muslim countries. use
the cards in their hands (especially trade) to bring
pressure to bear on Isracl. The dialogue with
peace-loving groups in Israel they add. shouid
net stop. But there has to be a direct and clear
message- to Netanyahu and his right-wing co-
alition partners that they cannot continue to cock
a snook at the whole world without provoking a

Palestinian Minister of Local Administration
and chief negotiator Sach Erckat said, “We have
o prime minister in Israel who is rying to close
down all the options. to lower Pafestinian ex-
pectations. He wants the Ismeli public to see him
&s the prime minister who can keep the land and
stll make peace.”

Erekat recognised that “there is a strong inter-
-pational will to continue the peace process. But
this will is- toothless. The international com-
munity is not about to try and force Netanyahu 1o
implement the agreements just as they were
signed. or to halt the building of senlements, con-
fiscation of land and demolition of homes.™

He added that the countries which co-
sponsored and encouraged the Palestinians o
move forward with the peace process shoukd now
fulfil their pledges to back them up should they
run into wouble. “We did not invite the Amer-
icans. Russians. Norwegians, Egyptians and Jor-
danians along just for the photo-calls. We need
them to speak out. Now, we fecl very lonely.”

Speaking as a negotiator, Erekat said that the
trust level between Palestinians and Israelis has
now fallen “below zero™. That is why the Pal-
estinians are insisting that a third party — the
United States — should take part in any meetings
between the two sides. “If I go as chief negotiator
to speak with them alone, once we leave the
room, they can distort the facts, Thus, ¥ will not
enter any room with an Israeli official without
having a third party present.™

But even the presence of a third party in the

he
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Whether in Gaza, the West Bank or
Jerusalem, the general atmosphere
among Palestinian officlals and

people is one of depression and

frustration. The hope for peace ig
nearly dead, and the biame is being
laid squarely at the door of Israeli
Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu

past did not wﬁanme the implementation of
agreements. US Secretary of State Made-
leine Albright was working bard 10 mobilise Arab
suppont for a strke against lruq. she probably
thought that making a move on the Palestinian-
israelf track would help restore some of Uie vred-
ibility Lthe US had lost. It was arranged that the [s-
racli and Palestinian sides would sign another
“security agreement”, as a first step towurds re-
viving talks on other issues, particularly the re-
deployment of Isreeli troops according to the
Hebron Accord. An agreemeni was reached by
top Israeli and Palestinian security officials and
witnessed by Ceniral Imellipence Agency 1CIA)
officers in iate Dacember. But when the agree-
ment went to Netanyahu, he nefused 1o sign it be-
cause it stated that “both Palestinians and Israelis
were committed to fighting -errorismt, whether
commitied by Palestinians or Israelis.”

“He did not want the term Palestinian 10 appear
in any document “Je also does not believe that Is-
rael can produc. terrorism.™ Erekat said. When
the Palestinien official complajned 10 the US
Middle East peace envoy about Netanyahu's be-
haviour, the like of which would never have been
tolerated from Arafat, Dennis Ross responded by
saying, to Erekar, “You have a point~
~T told him, Mr Ross. [ don’t have a neon [light]
over my head saying, “Stepid’.”

Faisal El-Husseini, apother key Palestinizn ne-
gotiator respongible for the Jerusalem file. con-
{esses that jons with late Israeli Prime
Minister Yitzhak Rabin and former Labour Prime
Minister Shimon Peres were difficult. and that
they themselves violated many provisions in the
agreements sighed between the two sides: “Rabin
and Peres were very difficult negotiarors. But this
one [Netanysftu] i= an impossible negotiator.™ He
added that the Palestinians accepied the [993
Osla Accord &8 a compromise — an end lo the
zero-sum game where there could be only one
winner and one’Joser. “We thought we both could
gain from this compromise. Now, we caanot
compromise the compromise.”™ Husseini said. He
added that Netanyahu does not recognise any of
the principles oo which the peace process was
built, particnlasly the principle of land for peace.

“Now, instead of negotiating with us. he [Ne-
tznyahn] is di¢tating. Such behaviour has created
a new situation jn the region which has brought
the peace procéss near 1o death and threatens the
whole area with & future of violence and blood-
shed. If he doss pot change his policy. we will
reach this momest And if they [the Likud gov-
ernment] are stking for it, they will get iv.” Hus-

seini said.

Husseini particularly wamed of the situation in
Jerusalem. listing the many steps being taken by
the Israeli occupation forces to empty the holy
city of its Palestinian residents. Such measures in-
clude closing off Jerusalem 1o isolate it from the
surrounding Palestinian towns and villages, con-
fiscating the idendry papers of Palestinians with-
out zood reason and expanding the Jewish setile-
ments around the city. “Now, my own exisience
in the city s threatened.” Husseini said. All Pal-
estintan non-Jerusalem residents need special per-
mission to 2o 10 Jerusalem. Such permission is al-
most impossible to obiain. In several cases,
Palestinian children and pregnanmt women have
died at Israeli checkpoinis on the outskirts of Je-
rusalem when soldiers prevenied them from mav-
elling 1o Palestinian hospitals in the city.

The main threat facing the peace process, ac-
cording 1o the Palestinian officials interviewed, is
that Netanyahu's policies are undermining the
credibility of the Palestinian leadership and fu-
elling the popularity of the more exremist ¢le-
menis on both sides.

“Here in Palestine, we have a secular lead-
ership. But the minule the peace process loses its
credibility. the partes who will prosper are the
extremist forces. and they are just waiting for
that. The first ones o pay the price will be those
ot us who have called for over the past
vears.” Husseini said. He added that if Netanyahu
was infent on making security a precondition for
meeting his own obligations. he should give Pal-
estinians full control over their own areas.

“As a people. we want peace. we love peace,
and think thar it is the best altemative for us. But
in the short run. I am very pessimistic. The ques-
tion now i3 who will use the bullet of mercy on
this peace process.’ No one so far has been ready
to shoulder this rasponsibility.” Husseini said.

Asked why he continues dealing with Ne-
tanyahu when the man bhas comprehensively
proved that he does not believe in the peace pro-
cess. Arafat said: ~f am dealing with him because
he has been elected by the Israeli people. There is
also an agreement between us, and I respect what
I signed in the hope of achieving the peace of the
brave.”

Palestinian Minister of Planning Nabil Shaath
summed up the situation by saying that he did not
se¢ a way out of the present stalemate “without
very serious intervention from outside. particular-
ly hy the United Stnes and Europe. All the other
oplions are undesirable, The siruation now is ane
of absahne lack of progress™

One year after the Hebron Protocol, the
West Bank town remains volatile — with
fanatical Israeli settlers oceupying the city
centre under the protection of army guns

At an imeginary line separating the old city in Hebron from the rest
of the town. a group ofplsfaeli soldiers.ran around z small desened
house with their machine guns pointed at.those- walking in the
street. For a group of visiting journalists, it was a scene,
and many thoughl that they woulkd suffer the-same fate as nine Pal-
estinian photographiers who were badly injured by Israeli army bul-
lets last week while covering demonstrations i this volatile crty.
“This is only a practice. Don't worry.™ said one resident of Hebron

. who was accompanying the journalists. But this is the day-to-day re-

ality for the 200.000 Palestinians living in Hebron, together with
400 extremist Jewish setrlers whose mimbers. drop to 200 at night as
many rewrn (o their homes elsewhere. Those settlers are protected
by 1.500 heavily armed soldiers ready ic shootat any time.
Al-Ahram Weekly visited Hebron only one day aiter a 13-year-
old Palestinian boy died because of an Israeli army builet which de-
stroyed his brain. He was standing warchirig ‘demonstratars pro-
testing the killing of three Palestinian: workers in Tarqumia vear
Hebron when he was struck in the head by a so~called rubber bullet
and declared clinically dead upon ammival at the hospital. Pal-

estinian insist that the Israeli army’s “rubber bullets” are a myth _

and are in reality metal boflets coated with rubber.
After the 1994 massecre of 30 Muslim worshi at the Ib-
rahimi Mosque, the situation in Hebron never went back 1o normal.
The supposedly “dovish™ former Israeli Prime Minister Shimon
Peres lost a golden opportunity after the massacré 'to remove the
Hebion setilers — who are hated even by the majority of Israelis
for their exmemist ideas. “We would not like-to have them as our
neighbours, even in Tel Aviv.” said one Isracli. )

the guamon in the. Tbrahimi Mosque massacte, Baruch )
. Gﬁzein. hag:tumod into o saint for the settlefs Hving in Hebron.
' A mausolecum was built for the “beloved herd™ and some settlers

meke a pilgrimage to it every weekend wgether with their children
to leamgil\legrm of hatred and bloodshed. . i

lalu-\lring clashes beléeen Palestinians angd Jewish setilers in %_.929. a
. . . . e i
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group of Palestinians raided Hebron — which hid an old Jewish

community — and massacred 68 people. The eatssrophe would

have been worse if the Palestinian neighbours of many Jews badnt

offered them protection. saving the Jives of at leas? 1,800 Jews. The

Jewish community left Hebron after the massatre, leaving behind

geérhouses which were concentraied in the ol city at the centre of
ebron. -

But even those criginal Hebronite Jews, ite the lerror they
survived. do not approve of the practices of s new settlers.
A lenter published in Ha arery newspaper on § December 1996 in
their name stated: :

“We, the descendants of the old Jewish comtignity in Hebron
who had lived in the Gty for bundreds of years, ask for peace.

“The seulers who live in the heart of Hebron are wot authorised o
speak in the name of the ancient Jewish ¢ . Their claim
that they are purswing our fathers™ way is 4 Be aisd a deceit. They
are strangers to the culture and methodclogy of the Hebronile Jews.
Therefor, the Ismeli govermmenm is obliged o évacunte the group
of setlers from Hebron immediately before they éan explode the
political process and damage the chances of peace ™

-After the 1967 occupatien of the West Bank adid Jerusalem. one

of the first [sraeli aims was 10 isolate the ofd city # Hebron in order
o make it exclusive for Jews. Pajestinians werd not allowed o ne-
new their homes or their shops, forcing them gradually to leave the
old city and to build houses elscwhere. Meanwhife, the West Bank
town became swrrounded by the Keryat Arabas gemlemem. Thus.
the siege of Hebron is both internal and external .
._‘The settlers who are now living in Hebron eoine mostly from
Brooklyn and New York, “They are extremély fatiasic,” says Heb-
ron’s mayar Mostafa Natshe. “They don’t miss’axy opportunity to
express their hostility to the Palestinians of Halieon. We can't co-
exist with such people.” : -

Many hoped that the signing of ihe Hebron Protoco! in January
1997 by Israeli Prime Minister Binyamin Netamyahu and Pai-
estinian President Yasser Arafar would lead to sn jmprovement in

-1 -

»

the situation. Bui it only cot worse. The agreement divided the
town into Hebron | and Hebron 2 (H1 and H2y. Hl — comprising
£0 per cem of the town — falls under Palestinian control. while H2,
the old ciry. is under [sraeli control. Now H2 is nothing but a mil-
ilary formess. Al-Shuhadaa Streel. the main street in Hebron, and
the wholesale vegetable market remain closed untl] today afier a
year of Palestinian-lsracli negotiations on their reopening. Pal-
estinian cars cannot drive inw the street. and only settlers are al-
lowed 1o drive under the heavy protection of the Israeli soldjers.
Palestinians who take the risk of even walking in the street are sub-
jecied to harassment by the ammy soldiers who search them, force
them to stand against the wall and keep them waidng for hours be-
fore giving them their identity cards back.

“The situation in Hebron is worse than what used W 1ake place in
South Africa during apartheid.” says Natshe, “Even in Scuth Africa
there were no streets which were exclusive 1o whites only.”

Meanwhile. any Palestinian who wams to tavel to other Pal-
estinjan areas or 10 [srel must carry 2 magnetic ID card issued by
the Isracli army. Palestinians refer to it as 7the slave eard™.

Inernational observers from six countries — Denmark, Norway,
Sweden. Switzerland. Turkey and Italy — continue to roam the
streets of Hebron. ~but aff they can do is to file & report to the Unit-
od Nations. If they saw a senler harassing a Palestinian, they cannot
stop him."” Nutshe said. Sometimes. even the observers are haressed
by settlers.

The instructions given to Israeli soldiers is to open fire immedi-
ately on any Palestinian seen harassing a seitler, but if the opposite
happens, “the soldier will te]] the Palestinian that he can go file a
compliint the next dav,” Hebrom®s mayor added.

“Whai encourages the soldiers 10 misireat the Palestinians, and
even kill them like what happened in Tarqumia is that they know
they will not be punished. They will be released after a short in-
vesiigation, and that is ull. The Isreli government now in power
shares the views of those settlers. and that is why they never do
anything 1o stop them.™ Natshe said.

he finds few signs of way out of the present impasse

Take-off

still
delayed

Although work was compieted
nearly a year ago, Gaza Airport
today stands deserted, just another
exampie of unkept Israeli promises
made in peace agreements signed

with Palestinians
L]

Under the 1993 Oslo Aceords. Palestinians
should have been allowed 1o open an airport,
a harbour and industrial zones in order 1o
improve their deterioraling economic
conditions. Israel also agreed to open a
so-called safe passase between the West
Bank and Gaza and 1o release thousands of
Palestinians held in Isracli privons. These
were all pledges stated in the interim
apreement and should have been met a1 least
two years aga. The former Labour
covernment failed to fulfil these pledges. and
the present Israeli government of Prime
Minister Binyamin Netanyahu is not expected
to do much better.

“We are dying to have thal airpon open”
said Palestinian Minister of Plunning Nabil
Shaath. who was involved in negoliating the
establishment of the airpont. the harbour and
the industrial zonres. “But the Israelis are
always coming with new security restrictions
and demands every time we think we are
close to reaching un agreement,” he added.

After Netanyahu came to power. his
government asked for a special checking zone
inside the airpon in which Palestinian
baggage would be searched before going to
another checking point. That violuted the
original agreement signed berween the two
sides which siated that there should be a
single checking point in which Israeli soldiers
would stand. undetected. behind dark
windows, Shaath said.

“The Israelis spent two years asking fora ~
special checking paint in return for allowing
us full control over the rest of the airport.
When we accepted an Israeli checking point.
they rengged on the rest of the bargain. They
now want full security control over every
single inch in the airport. This Jatest demand
was only made six weeks ago,” Shaath said.

Even when it came to symbols used by
intemational airports to identify themselves,
the Israefis had their own conditions.
According to aviation rules. each country has
its own inidals followed by the abbreviation
of the name of the airport. Israel’s initials are
LL. Thus. Ben Gurion Airport. near Tel Aviv,
for example. is referred to as LLBG.
Palestinians wanted reference to their airport
to be PP (Palestine) and GZ (Gaza). But since
the letter P is used by Paraguay. they asked
the International Aviation Organisation 10 use
VYV instead. Israelis rejected the VV because
Paleslinians do not have a state of their own.
and they insisied that Gaza Airpost should
also stan with Israel’s LL initials. “We
suggested a compromise. We told them ‘let us
call it LVGZ — an Israeli letter, a Palestinian
lenter followed by the name of the airport.”
But they refused that as well, Even such
symbolic mauers have to be negotiated and
we did not reach agreement up (o last week,”
Shaath said.

It is unbelievable. Whatever you do w
make things casier, they come up with new
requirements that make it impossible for us to
reach agrezment,” Shaath added.

When it carne to faunching Palestinian
Airlines, the Isruelis had conditions, too. They
said the Palestinian Aviation Authority (PAA)
was not allowed to sign agreements with
ather countries to apen new routes. That. they
claimed. should be restricted 1o Palestinian
Airlines on the grounds that if agrezments
were signed by the Aviation Authority. it
might give the impression that Palestne is an
independent siate with its own instinutions.
~Sao. if another country is willing to allow its
airline to sign an agreement with our airline.
we can start exchanging flights. But we can
only sign these agreements with countries
which da net have diplomatic relations with
Israel. If there are diplomatic relations, the
agreement should be signed by the Israeli
Aviation Authority. not by us,” Shaath said.

Israel insisted that in case a country did not
have relarions with it. and there was an
agreement signed between the Palestinian
Airlines and that country’s national airline.
the agreement would then be immediately
cancetled if that country decided w establish
diplomatic ties with Israel.

When negotiations started over the airport.
Israel did not wane to call it Gaza Airport in
the first place. It suggested the name
Al-Dehina Airport, after a small Palestinian
village on the border with Egypt where
Palestinian coflaborators are now living under
the protection of the Israeli army. Palestinians
rejected the suggestion,

Saced Bashir, a ground navigalor 21 Gazz
Adrport, said that werk began on 20 Junuary
1996 by Egypt's Arab Contractors Company
together with Palestinian and Moroccan
contractors. But until now. only rwo planes
have landed ai the airport. One belonged 10
Palestinian Authority Prestdent Yasser Arafai
while the other, a Moroccan flight. carried aid
10 Palestinians during one of the long Israeli
closures of the Gaza Strip. The PAA has three
atrplanes so far, two Dutch Fokkers which
now fly out of El-Arish Airport to Jordan and
Saudi Arabia and 2 Bocing 727 donated by
Saudi Prince Walid bin Talal. Bashir added
that some of the navigation and electronic
equipment donated by Germany and Spain
remain stranded in harbours on orders of the
Israelis. Isracl has also prevented Palestinians
from running the airport at night or buying
equipment necessary for that purpose.

Gaza Airport. only 700 metres from the
Egyptian border, resembles Rabat Airport.
Fifty Maroccans are currently working on the
VIP lounge, which also includes a dotne
similar to the Dome of the Rock in Jerusafem.

*“We are ready to operate the airport in 40
minutes if we get the po-ahead. We are also
ready o functon fully in two to three months
maximum, Bui we are still waiting for a
political decision.” Bashir added,
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Pax Americana envelops Africa

President Clinton’s African
tour, the most extensive by a
siiting American president,
puts the spotlight on Africa,
writes Gamal Nkrumah

If 1997 was a year that the waditionally pes-
simistic Africa analysts got right. this vear is
starting to look like one they bave read all
wrong. There haven't been any major crises
to make a mess of all the foreboding fore-
casts. Whats more. the continent’s long-
suffering 700 million residents now yearn for
America’s golden handshake — a reward for
patiently instituting sweeping International
Monetary Fund economic reforms which
have had crippling social costs even while
turning Africah economies around.

This week. Washington appears to be
obliging. It is time for Americans 1o put a
new Africa on our map.” declared US Pres-
ideni Bill Clinton in the Ghanaian capital
Accra’s Independence Square, where some
250.000 Ghanaians had gathered. Ghana was
the first stop on Clinton™s African tour. “The
Cold War is gone. Colonialism is gone.
Apartheid is gone. Yet remnanis of past trou-
bles remain.” Clinton told the one million
Gharaians who had converged on Acera to
catch a glimpse of him. Clinton. jostled by
the swarming throng, goi more than be bar-
gained for. At dmes. the Ghanaian welcome
seemed overwhelming. “Back up. back up.”
the alarmed and obviously angered American
president screamed at voung Ghanaians who
Jjostled o touch him. Clinton’s security men
could do nothing as the crowds pressed on
the presidential entourage. Ghanaian Pres-
ident Jerry John Rawlings. himself dubbed
as “Junior Jesus™. compared the jubilation 10
a biblical scene and draped the wide-eved
American president in the traditional gold-
thread  embroidered  Ghanaian  toga-like
kente.

Clinton’s African tour bas drawn the
world’s eve to the continent’s emergence as
a global economic plaver. Alfrica’s fast-
expanding economy has attracted the atten-
tion of American investors. “Today we ex-
port more goods 1o Africa than 1o eastern Eu-
rope and the republics of the former Soviet
Union.” US Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright said last week.

This makes a mockery of the propheis of
gloom and doom. But. all is aot smooth-
sailing. Some of the hest-performing coun-
tries like Ghana have serious evonomic prob-
lems — trade imbalances and a crippling for-
eign debt burden. According to World Bank
figures. Ghana owes mternational Fnancial
institutions $5.6 billion. which is equivalent
to four times the anmual Ghanaian sovern-
ment revenue, Moreover. Ghana's debt is nis-
ing at an alarming rate of seven per cent per
year. Senegal. another African success slory
on Clinton’s itinerary. owes international fi-
nancial institutions $3.8 billion.

“Every democracy. including our own. is a
work in progress.” remarked Albright last
week. But in Ghana, Clinton decried “Niger-
ian military dictatorship™. Nigeria and Con-
Za. respectively Africa’s most populous and
potentially richest countries. proved to be the
mavericks of the continent. Sudan. the con-
tinent’s largest country. has also cast itself
adrift from the new African consensus on
liberalising and democratising their political
systems,

US President Bill Clinton and his host Ghansian President Jerry Rawlings surrounded by jubilating crowds (photo: AFP)

Washington exerts enormous influence in
Africa where superficial observers wrongly
surmise that poiitical sentiments seem often
more stirred by fertile speculation than real
substance. The list of Clinion’s enloprage
reads like a "who's who’ directory of black
America.

Among the prominent African Americans
accompanying President Clinton are Trans-
poriation Secretary Rodnev Silater. Labour
Secretary  Alexis Herman, the Reverend
Jesse Jackson. National Association for the
Advancement of Coloured People President
Kweisi Mfume. Deweit Mayor Dennis Arch-
er and Robert Johnson. the president of
Black Entertainment Television. The pres-
idential entourage of over 1000 high-
powered professionals. politicians and busi-
nessmen iravelled to Africa on three pres-
idential jets. An aircraft carrying some 400
media workers landed three hours before

Clinton’s plane touched down at Ghana's
Kotoka International Atrport.

There are pienty of immediate spinoffs
from Clinton’s African tour. Ghana, for ex-
ample, is to receive a 52 million grant from
Clinton to bolster the Ghana Herjtage Con-
servation Trusi. A restoration project of Gha-

na's 45 colonizi castles and the slave forts *

that dot the country’s Atlantic seaboard is to
receive a $10 million srant from the US
Agency for Internation. Jevelopment. The
forts buill mainly by early Portuguese.
Dutch, British and Danish slave traders be-
tween the 15th and 18th centuries are today
key tourist atractions. African American
tourists outnumber all other, tourists to Gha-
na.

Ghana was the first country o which for-
mer President john Kennedy sent Americans
as peace corps volunieers in 1961 when the
US programme began. Clinton in Ghana paid

uibute to America's peace corps programme
in the West African country. Ghana, in the
grip of crippling efectricity shortages, has
signed an agreement with America whereby
the latter andertock to underwrite a $67 mil-
lion deal for a barge-mounted power plant to
ease the nation’s pressing power problems.

Clinton left Ghana for Uganda to artend the
Eniebbe Summit for Peace @nd Prosperity
and meet several African leaders. :

Africa’s share of world trade is expected
1o triple in the next decade. Global rade is
the only game in towp. and America wants
to see Africa as a player. Africa can play
the part of rader and custopmer instead of
aid recipient. US policy-makers now do not
ask themselves what to do for Afica or
about Africa, but rather how to do bnsiness
with Africa. “We as a nation still have
tqmre to learn about Africa,™ Albright con-
essed.

Another Balkan bloodbath

Kosovo’s ethnic Albanians struggle for independence from Serbia, but tile Serbs refuse to budge

THE SERBIAN government in the Federal Republic of Yu-
goslavia, while refusing intemational interference. has so far
been unsuccessful in luring Albanian leaders from the dis-
puted Kosovo region to the negotiating table for talks which
could ultimately grant them “wide-ranging™ autonomy. Since
28 February, more than 100 ethnic Albanians have been killed
by Serbinaa forces in the disputed region of two million where
Albanians outhumber Serbs by nine to one.

Foreign powers >=—the so-called Balkan Contact Group
comprising the United Stares, Britain, France, Germany. Italy
and Russia. with the European Union — have voiced con-
cerns over the rising violence in Kosovo. ]

Serbian strongman Slobodan Milosevie, currently president
of Yugoslavia, stripped Kosovo of its autonomous status with-
in the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia in 1989. The inter-
national community, while acknowledging ethnic Albanians’
suffering. does not support the full independence which the
region has been hoping to achieve since 1991. o

Last Sunday in Kosovo's capital, Prishtina, a majority of
ethaic Albanians re-elected IThbrahim Rugova as leader of the
Democratic League of Kosovo and president of the Kosovo
Republic. These elections, which were first held in Kosovo in
1991, were followed by a referendum in which ethnic Al-
banians expressed the desire to secede from Serbia. A parallel
government was established with its own educational, medical
and tax system. Serbia condemned these actions as {llegal.

Adem Demaci, Rugova’s main political rival, refused to run
saying the situation in Kosovo was too volatile to play polit-
ical games, Kosovo Albanians also vot.ed_ for a parliament
consisting of 130 merabers. “These elections are very im-
portant for our people, for our independence, and for Ko-
sovo's legitimacy and demacracy.” said Rugova. However,
the Drenica region of Kosovo did not take part in the poll be-
cause since 5 March it has been under occupation by Serb

. 1
paramilitary forces who have threstened to expel Drenica’s
ethnic Albanians.

The Serb aitack on Drenica was sparked off by what Serbs
say was a wave of 131 “rerrorist attacks™ against Serbs which
killed 40 people between 1997 and 1998. These are thought to
have been carried out by the Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA).
Albanians argue that these reports have been exaggerated by
Serh propagandists o justify their repression.

“Kosovo has always been and remains a part of our re-
public. Serbia, and is actually part of Yugoslavia,™ Viadimir
Nesic, chargé d'affaires at the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
Embassy in Cairo, told Maye Ostewani. “They have their
own mother country [Albansal,™ Nesic said. He accused Al-
bania and other countries abroad, which he refused to name,
of supporting and financing “parallel institutions in Kosovo.™

“Kosovo to us is like Mecca is to you.” Nesic explained.
“Our QOrthodox Church was created there. It is the cradle of
our state. culture and religion.” Kosovo not only produces
most of Yugoslavia’s mineral resources — lead. zine, gold
and nickel, as well as oil and coal — it also has the most fer-
tile of Serbia’s arable land.

Kosovo's Albanian population. however, counter that they
were the first people to sertle the Balkans — long befors the
Serbs and other Slavic peoples invaded the area. After the
break-up of the former Yugoslavia, Croatia, Bosnia and Mac-
edonia all declared independence. “If a republic of oae mil-
lion people [Bosnia]l can declare independence, then
shouldn’t that same opportunity be granted a republic of two
million people™" asked Beqir Ismaili, representative of the
Republic of Kosovo Information Cenme in the Arab world
and manager of the Alba Press in Cairo. Defending Kosovo's
right 1o independence. Ismaili argued that “there s no other
republic in all of Yugoslavia that has 90 per cent [of its pop-
ulation] of the same ethnic group.” Ismaili insisted that all

the people of Kosovo want is their independence through
peaceful means; but afier years of silently enduring re-
pression, tormure and killings, the Albanians of Kosovo have
become impatient. .

“We are to all kinds of terrorism. We support nego-
tiations through dialogue. Thus this accusation is simply not
true that we support terrorism amongst a people who are not
protected and are subjected to repression and killings,” am-
bassador of the Republic of Albania in Cairo, Haki Shtalbi,
told Al-Ahram Weekly. “Albania supports the Albanians in
Kosovo 10 attain their most
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A pact |
with the Devil

The extreme right-wing National Front
is offering its support to French
centre-right politicians, and some
candidates are takirig the bait. Hosni
Abdel-Rehim writes from Paris

Following Jast Sunday’s first round of Freach regiopal as-
sembly elections, the fefiist coalition of the Contromnists
and French Prime Minister Lionel Jospin®s Socialist Party
i of 14 out of 22
councils. In an attempt to SWOp ! ance
polls, rencgades from the French mainstream rightist par-
ties — President Jacques Chirac’s neo-Gaullist Rally for
the Republic (RPR) and the centre-right Union for De-
mocracy (UDF) -— formed their own coalition of sors
with the National Front (NF), Jeap-Marie Le Pen's racist
and xenaphobic party. representing the county's exireme
Emerging as a powerful potential “king maker™ after kav-
ing gained ISjwmofmmfmnm'bs EN'Fa\i‘-_ied
to closer to polirical i  trying to align
tb::glveswithtthDFandd:cRPR.wmchga%per
cent to the left’s 40 per cent. In a much-touted appeal 1o
the traditiona) right, the NF offered to band over their vot-
ers to both the UDF and the RPR in order to block a po-
tmﬁalvictoryof:heleﬁiniastF‘riday‘sr_xecondmund_a:
rhegollsinexchmgefor‘;‘nﬁn_xmgl“jomﬂggogmm-
cluding an agreement 1o “give POty 1O SCCUNEY 15S0ES,
defemdgﬁanchadnnl identity and refose 1o rapse taxes.”

In defence of “national cultural identity™, the Front has
called for “foreigners™ — among them French citizens of
non-Aryan descent — to be mass-deported. “The races are
unequal. It's what every Frenchman thinks privately.” is
one of Le Pen's pet siogans. Specifically targeting alien -
Arab and African immigrants, who allegedly carse un-
emplayment by flooding the market and usurping jobs that

should rightfidly go to the French, the NF has managed to

strengthen its base and broaden s constituency.

Le Pen also skilfully playsontheulun—nauonglmthm
of comumunal solidarity, based on the white Judeo-
Christian ethics, against the twin. threats of “African under- -
development™ and “Islamic terrorism™, to mobilise a siz-
able sector of the right-wing consimency. In addition. the -
NF biames the foreigners for social ills like the decaying
moral fabfic, the deteriorating infrastructure and the rising,
crime ratel _ !

“Will RPR and UDF councillors stand by passively and
watch feft-wing presidents be elected?” rafed Bruno Me-
gret, NF deputy leader and Le Pen’s rival for its Jeadership.

“Pick np the phone, UDF and RPR! That's all you need
to do to avoid the left taking this region,” chirped Jean-
Ives Le Galloa, head of the far-right list in He-de-France,
the prestigious upper-class Greater Puris region. Vying
hard for mainsweam political ce, Le Pen seems to
have tumed over a new leaf by offering to assist the RPR.
Ahﬁgmefoeoﬂacqms_(‘:hig:. the NF leader has in'the
past averse 10 supporting the president’s party. .

In a desperate bid to keep nis image intact and keep the
NF at bay — at least publicly — UDF and RPR leaders
blasted any kind of rapprochement with the extreme righ:-
wing. Said RPR leader Philippe Seguin: “We cifinot en-
dorse their outrageous cutbursts and the terrible wards that
remind us of anti-Semitism. racism and xewophobia.”
Throwing his political weight behind the paity’s official _
position, President Chirac denounced any atrempts to
foxgealliances with Le Pen. “T believe that when ome has
republican convictions, which is my own case and that of a
very greal majority of French people, one must make no
compromise,” said President Chirac on the eve of the vote,

Despite the official waming, six right-wing candidates
for regionat council presidencies won their seats by allying
themeelves with the Front. “Jacques Bianc, (UDF) out-
going head of the Languedoc-Roussillon region around
whu.mtbcﬁmmgotobedwithmeme."m-
ported the Frencli Tews agency AFP. Fearing that the rul-
ing left-wing coalition would capture the presidency, Blanc
atcepted the Fropt's “minimal” joint platfform and was
clected with the help of its constituency. Blanc was
promptly expelled from the ranks of the UDF., along with
othcrp_arty colleagues and former RPR Secretary-General
Frangois Mancel, 2 Chirac adviser. Blanc was undeterred,
claiming that party officials were out of touch with the
grassroots and did oot understand the politics of lacal con-
stituencies,

Although Socialist candidate Michel Vauzelle was elect-
ed president of the southern Provence-Alpes-Cote: d” Azur
regions o0 Monday, in other provinces spanning north and
so;utthnoe—ﬁumﬂrBomgogncCentre.Langnﬁoc—
Ronssillon, and Rhone-Alpes. the country’s second biggest
and most economically powerful region — incumbent
right-wingers were voted into office with NF suppoit.

basic human and mnational
rights — but through di-
alogue only,” said Shtaibi.

“In Drenica, mostly women
and children were killed and
we have pictures to prove that
some victims were tortured
before being killed,” said Ko-
sovo-bom Beqgir Ismailli He
explained that the Serbs
barged into the homes of Ko-
sovo Albanians and pro-
ceeded to slaughter families in
their entirery. “Is the gewborn
4 lerrorist” he demanded.
“What about this ten-year-old
boy who was killed, was he a
terrorist?™ There is no terror-
ism in Kosovo, explained Is-
maili. because “the man who
fights to defend his country,
his home, and his family is
not a terrorist.”
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2 AT Akram

lha\'l:.‘_luslretum,edﬁnmtwom R
ate trips 1o Jerusalem and the West . -
Bank, where [ have been making a -
film for the BBC 10 be shown mm = - -~
England oo 3 May, and then later .. | .
in the month on the World Service. - - - °

The occasion for my film is Israel™s *- -

50th anniversary, which I am ex-
amining fiom a personal and obvi-

ously Palestinian point of view. For 7 .-

owr shoodng in
director, a young Anglo-Indian -,
woman (whose jdes it was 10 ap- -

ine we ha

place). a Palestinjan cameramag, - - .-
and an Israeli soundman. We con- ;-

cluded work on the film in New - . -
York a few days ago; all that re- - " .- - 1.0
mains js cutting, editing, and as- - .
st_:mblinglhemaﬂyhoofinwr—:.
views, scenes from Palestinian life,
etc. into a one-howr flm. This is .-
obvionsly the most difficolt part of
the job since we already bave far
100 much materdal to be con
veniently stuffed into a meagre 55
minutes. But so powerful for me :

was the experience of going around °
Palestine and ing what I saw -
that jt seemed to waorthwhile

me

bere 10 reflect a linle on the ex-

peticnce itself. 1 should say also :-
that direcior and crew were im- ;
mensely cooperative and helpful;
even the Isreeli sound engineer,
who is employed by the BBC in Je-
of talking to Palestinians and a few

his conventionaf Zionist u
{be is a liberal, by no means a dog-
matic Zionist), enlightening and a
definitive’ challenge to long-held
and mnexamined views about Is-
rael’s history. “Tt is hard 10 be an
Israeli again,” he said at the end of .
Two co y contradictory
i jons override all the others.

ginning edther to get rid of them or.
0 circumscribe them so nmch as to
make them ineffective. In this, I am
confident in. saying. we . have.
proved the woer folly of Israel's
policy: there is no getting away
from the fact that as am idea, a

, and as an often buried or

has not defeated, the Israeli effort
to be rid of us completely. The ;
more Jsrael wraps itself in exclusiv-
ity and xeaophobia towards the Ar-
abs, the more it assists them in stay-" :*
ing on, in fightimg its injostices and
cruel measures. This is i -
mee in the case of Israsli Pal- .
Seative i s Kocsst Is the v

-markable )
interviewed him at length for the
filn and was impressed with the
courage and intelligence of his
stand, which is mvigorating & new
generation of young Palestinians, -
whom I also interviewed. For them,

raelis (Professor Israel Shabak in- %
the forefront) the real baﬂk:isfor
equality and rights of citizenship, "-;
given that Israel is explicidy a state :
for Jews and not for its non-Jewish

ing to beat down and exclude Pal- . .
estinians. No mater where you fiurn, we are-there,
ofien only as bomble, silent workers and conpli-
ant restanrant waiters, cooks, and the like, bot of-
ten also as large pumbers of people — in Hebron,

for example — who continvously resist Israeli en-

croachments on oor Hves.
The second overriding impresst 1 ;
by mmute, hoar by hour, day after day, we are los-

There wasn’t a road. or & bypassing highway, ora | plowing

small village that we passed in our wavels for
dneewl;.gclhatwasn't witniess to the daily trag-

i fields bulldozed, trees, -
mﬁmmﬂlmm . houses destroyed,

plants, and crops
while the Palestinian owners stood by, beipless 1o

ach the opslaught, omassisted by Mr .
o e At o "y do they need a road that will be 120 me—

Arafar’s Authority, uncared for by more fortmate
Palestinianc, It is important pot to mderestimate

the damage that is being done, the violence to our

thas result Theee is nothing quite like the feeli
of soowful helplessness that one feels’ stening

to a young man who has spent fifteen years work- *.

ing as an illegal daylaborer in Ismael in order o
sa%enpmoneytobﬁldaﬁu]ehumfor@n;ﬁmm-

ly. only 2o discover one day upon retmming from
m&mhmhasbemmduwdma-pdzof_

mbb;e,_ﬂmned by an Israeli bnlidozer with
ev 0. 45
why this was done — the land, after all, was his
— you are told that there was n¢ waraing, oaly 3
paper given 1o him the next day by an Israeli sok-
dier stating that he had built the strcture withont.

" a licence. Where in the world, except under Israeti

jon is that rinute

. bulldozer, sumrounded and

stifl ‘inside the homse. When you.ask -

people required to have a license

hority, are
. fwhich is always denied them) before they can

buaild on their own T Jews can build, but

" never Palestinians. This is racist apartheid in its

parest fofm. ) .

‘Y once stopped oo the main road from Je-
rusalem 0 Hebron to record on film ap Israeli
ted by soldiers,

ing throngh some fertile land just alongside
the road. About a hundred metres away stood

" four Palestinian men, looking both miserable and

angry. &t was their Jand, T was told, which they

.had. worked for generations, now being de-

stroyed on the pretext that it was needed to wid-
¢n an already wide road built for the senlements.

tres wide; wity can™t they ler tne $6 on furming
my land?” asked one of them plaintively. “How
am’["going to feed my children? I asked the

. men whether they received any warning that this
‘was going to be done. No, they said, we just

heard today and when we got bere it was too
late. What about the Authority? I asked, has it
helped? No of course not, was the answer.
They’re never here when we need them. | went
over to the Israeli soldiers who at first refused to
talk 1o me in the prasence of cameras and micro-

ones. But I kept insisting, and was ‘hacky to

find one who clearly seemed troubled by the

whole bosiness, even thongh he said he was
merely following orders, ~Bul don’t you see
how unjust it is to take land from farmers who

Judaisation .

have no defense against you”™ [ said. o which he
veplied, “It's not their land really. Tt belongs to
the state of Israel.™ I recall saying to him that six-
ly years ago the same arguments were made
agamst Jews in Germany, and now here were
Jews using it against their victims. the Pal-
estinians. He moved away, unwilling to respond.
And 50 1t is throvghont the territories and Je-
rusalem. with Palestinans powerless 1o help each
other. I gave a lecture at the University of Beth-
lehesm in which 1 spoke about the continuons dis-
possession that was taking place. and wondered
why those 50,000 security people emploved by
the Authority, plus the thousands more who sit
behind desks. pushing paper from one side of
theirdeskstoﬂleo!her,mshinghandsomc checks
2t the end of each monih. why they were not out
there on the land helping to prevent the ex-
propriations, helping the people whose livelihood
was being taken from them befor= their eyes?
Why._] asked, don’t villagers go out (o their fields
and simply stand in froat of the bulldozers, and
why don't all oor great leaders give suppon and
moral help 1o the poor people who are losing the
battle? One night I came back from filming all
day and discovered that the hotel restaurant was
sponsoring a Valentine’s Day dinner at $38 (yes,
$38) per person. I was tofd that since I dida’t
have 2 reservation I conjdn’t be served, bor 1 in-
sisted that as a guest in the hoiel I was at leas: en-
titled 10 a sandwich or something equally simple.
T was shown a table in the comner and duly served
a plate of rice and vegetables. A moment or two
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- Edward Said, returning to Palestine for a BBC
documentary to be shown in England to coincide
. with lsrael's 50th anniversary, finds the once
small, compact city — Jerusalem — in which he
‘grew. up overwheimed by continuing, unrelenting

" “The more Israel
wraps itself in
exclusivity and
xenophobia
towards the
Arabs, the more it
assists them in
staying on, in
fighting its
injustices and
cruel measures.
This is specially
frue in the case of
Israeli
Palestinians,
whose main
representative in
the Knesset is the
remarkable Azmi
Bishara™

later [ saw a Palestnian mindsier enter the room
with seven guests. and sit at a prominent table
weighted down with the seven-course Valeniine's
Day menu, plus wine, and drinks for all. I was so
sickened by the sight of this large. fat, smiling
man who spends 50 much time “negotiating™ with
donor countries and with the Israelis, eating away
bappily while his people were losing their live-
lihood a few metres away. that I left the room in
disgust and shame. He had arrived in a gigantic
Mercedes: his bodyguards and driver — three of
them — were siting in the hotel lobby cating ba-
nanas, while their great leader stuffed himself in-
side. This is one reason why wherever 1 went,
whoever | talked 1o, whatever the question, there
was never a good word for the Authority or its of-
ficers. It is perceived basically as puaranieeing se-
curity for lsrael and its senlers. finnishing them
with protection, not at all as 2 legitimate, or con-
cemed. or helpful governmental body vis-¥-vis its
own people. That m the same rime s0 many of
these leaders should think it appropriate io build
gigantically ostematious villas during 2 period of
such widespread penury and misery fairly bog-
gles the mind. } it is to be anvihing today. lead-
ership for the Palestipian people must dem-
onstrate service and sacrifice, precisely those two
things so lacking in the Authority. What I found
staggening is the zhsence of care. that is. the sense
that each Palestinian is alone in his or her misery,
with no one so much as concemed 1o offer food.
blankets, or a kind word. Truly onc feels that Pal-

estinians are an arphaned peopie.

; ._., ___
Years

of dispossession
]
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Jerusalem is overwhelming in its con-
linuing. unrelenting Judaisation. The small,
compact city in which [ grew up over fifty
years ago. has become an enormously
spread-out metropolis. surrounded on the
north, south, easl and west by immense
building projects that westify 1o Israeli power
and its ability, unchecked. to change the
character of Jerusalem. Here oo there is a
manpifest sense of Palestinian pow-
erlessness. as if the batde is over and the fu-
wre settied, Most people I spoke to said that
afier the mnnel episode of last Sepiember
they no longer felt the need 1o demonstrate
against Isracli practices. nor to ex
themselves 10 more sacrifice. ~Afier all.”
one of them lold me. “sixty of us wene
killed. and yet the wnnel remained open,
and Arafat went to Washington, despite
having said that he would not meet with Ne-
tanyahu unless the tunnel was closed. What
is the point of struggling now™ It is nok
only the Palestinian leadership that has
failed in Jerusalem: it is also the Arabs, the
Islamic siates, and Christianity itself, which
bows before Isrzeli apgression. Few Pal-
estinians from Gaza or the Wes: Bank (i.e.
from cities like Ramallah, Hebron, Beth-
lehemn, Jenine and Nablus) can enter Je-
rusalemn, which is cordoned off by Israeli
soldiers. Apartheid once again.

On the Israeli side the situation is not as
bleak as one would have expecled. I con-
ducted a lang interview with Professor Ian
Pappe of Haifa University. He is one of the
new Israeli historians whose work on 1948
has challenged Zionist orthodoxy on the ref-
ugez problem. and on Ben Gurion's role in

- making the Palestinians leave. In this, of
course, the new hislorians have confirmed
what Palestinian historians and wimesses
have said all along — that there was a de-
liberate military campaign 1o rid the country
of as many Arabs as possible. But what
Pappe also said is that he is very moch in de-
mand for lecrures in high schools all over Is-
rael, even though the Iatest texibooks for
classes on Israel’s history simply make no
mention of the Palestinians at all This blind-
ness, coexisting with & new openness re-
garding the past, characterises the present
mood, but deserves our atiention as a conmra-
diction to be deepened and analysed further.

. I spent a day filming in Hebron, which

. sirikes me as embodying all the worst as-
pects of Oslo. A small bandful of settlers,
numbering no more than about 200 people,
virually control the beart of an Arab city
whose population of over 100,000 is left on
the margirs, uvnable to visit the city cenmre,
constantly under threat from militants and

- soldiers alike. 1 visited the house of a Pal-
estinian in the old Ottoman quarter. He is
now surrounded by settler bastions, in-
cluding three new buildings that have gone

. up around him. plus three enormous water
tanks that steal most of the city’s water for
the settlers. plus several roofiop nests of
soldiers. He was very bitter about the Pal-
estinian leadership’s willingness 10 accept
the town’s partition on the entirely spe-
cious grounds that it bad once contained 14
Jewish buildings dating back to Old Testa-
ment times bumt no longer in evidence.
“How did these Palestinian negotiators ac-
cept such a grotesque distortion of the re-
aliry,” he asked me angrily. “especially
given that at the time of the negoliations
not one of them had ever set fool in Heb-
ron when they negotiated the deal?” The
day after I was in Hebron three young men
were killed at the barricade by Israeli sol-
diers, and many more injured in the fight-
ing that ensued. Hebron and Jerusalem are
victories for Israeli extremism. not for co-
existence, or for any son of hapeful future.

Perhaps the most unexpected highpoint of
experiences with Ismaelis was an imerview 1
held with Daniel Barenboim, the brilliant
conductor and pianist who was in Jerusalem
for a recital al the same tme | was there
for the film. Born and raised in Argentina.
Barenboim came 10 lsrael in 1950 a1 the age
of nine, lived there for about eight years,
and has been conducting the Berlin State
Opera and the Chicago Symphony Or-
chestra — two of the world's greatest mu-
sical institutions — for the last ten years. |
should also say that over the past few years

he and 1 have become close personal friends. He
was very open in our interview and regretted that
50 years of Isracl should also be the occasion of
50 years of suffering for the Palestinian people:;
during our discussion he openly advocated a Pal-
estinian state, and after his Jerusalem recital to a
packed audience, he dedicaied his first encore 10
the Palestinian woman — present al the recital
— who had invited him to dinner the night be-
fore. [ was surprised that the endre audience of
Istaeli Jews (she and 1 were the only Palestinians
present) received his views and the noble dedica-
tion with enthusiastic applause, Clearly a new
constituency of conscience js beginning 10
emerge, partly as a result of Netanyahu's excess-
es. partly as a result of Palesiinian resistance.
What [ found extremely heantening is that Ba-
renboim, one of the world’s greatest musicians,
has offered his services as a pianist to Palestinian
andiences, a gesture of reconciliation thar is truly
worth more than dozens of Oslo Accords,

So I conclude these briel scenes from Pal-
estinian life today. I regret not having spent tlime
among refugees in Lebanon and Syria, and I also
regret not having many hours of film at my dis-
posal. But at this moment it seems important thar
we Iestify 1o the resilience and continued potency
of the Palestinian cause. which clearly has in-
fluenced more people in Israel and elsewhere
than we have hitherto supposed. Despite the
gloom of the present momenl, there are rays of
hope indicating that the future may not be as bad
many of us have supposed.

We welcome letters and coritribufions on all subjects raised oni this page. Material may be edited for length and clarity; It should be addressed to M. Anis, Al-Ahram Weekly, Galaa St., Cairo; Fax: +202 578 6089; E-mail: weekly@ahram.org.eg
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A drop in oil prices is sendmg—Shockwaves weilbeyondthebudgets OPE(

-

tries, writes Safa HaerifromParis .- .-~ ...
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With no prospect of an immediate re-
cavery at hand. the dramatic, if not dev-
astating, fall in the price of oil is placing
unprecedented burdens on the budgets
of many exporﬁﬁ countries, most of
which, like Iran. Saudi Arubia, Nigedia
and Algeria, depend on the commodity
for more than 75 per ceni of their rev-
enues. according to senior oil analysts.
Since the start of this year, the “black
gold™ has lost more than 40 per ceot of
its value, falling from $18 per barrel in
January o under $13 for Brent, or the
North Sea oil neference, its lowest level
since 1988. This means that on average.

dynamic, oil economics in
Southeast Asia, a relatively mild winter
which redoced ion I the
Western hemisphere, refusal by major
oil producing companies to cooperate
with OPEC in regulating prices and the
return of Iraq to the market.

“There is nothing OPEC can do any
more,” said Morteza Hashemi, an Im-
nian oil & formerly working for the
Vienna-based OPEC. “The organisation
does not have the muscle it used to
have. There is so much oil in the world,
S0 many new and important reserves
have been discovered in Africa, in Asia,
in South and Central America that are

outside the control of OPEC. The Cas-

pian Sea region is soon gbing to become
OPEC’s major rival,” Hashemi said.

Almost all OPEC members, chiefly
Venezuela, Qatar, Nigeria, Kuwait and
Sandi Arabia, uce more thun their
fixed quotas. If a member like Iran con-
stitutes an exception, it is not because of
honesty or even policy, but because the
American sanctions deny Tehran access
to new technologies. As a result, it can-
not produce even up to its auathorised
limits.

“All indications are that none of the
OPEC members is in a position to re-
duce production, and in the abseace of a
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substantial cut in the organisation’s glo-
bal production by- at least two mbd,
there will be no for price re-
covery,” Parviz a Paris-based Tra-
nian ojl consultant told Al-Ahram Week-
Iy. If Saudi Arabia is ready 1o stick to its
pmdncm&ﬂdwbmn e
| day more
than its quota of 2.5 mbd,g?rhmg’ﬂicial-
ly said that they are pot going to abide
by the quota system. “We are a strong
sapporter of OPEC but the organisation
maust change, adape itself to new re-
alities.” said Erwin Agrietta, Ven-
ezuela’s energy and mines’ minister.
“It is both illogical aod unfair to
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blame Saudi Arabia always and ask it to
slash its production becanse it is the
world’s largest producer while others in
the organisation  continme = un-
scrupulously to increase their pro-
duction above the authorised quota. If
Sandi Arabia and Venczuela cannot
solve their differences, one has 10 ex-
pect at best a market for the
coming six months,™ said Mina,

But the impact of a disaster is no-
where as dramatic as it is in Iran, where
most of the basic foodstffs and ser-
vices are subsidised by the state. Out of
the latest estimated $10 billioo in rev-
enues from oil exports, Iran must pay

$4.9 billion on its foreign debt services

and another $5 billion to import basic
food stocks. But o n:,:; the al;mdg bad-
L ing and crumbling oil industry.
%casecounngu-y must inject more than?3
billion to keep it going at the present
lame pace. . .
“Iran's oil installations and industries
are outdated and exhousted. Most of the
country's oil fields bhave mun dry or
have been infiltrated with salt water.
Since the Islamic revolution of 1979
and the introduction of sanctions im-
posed by the US on oil companies,
there has been no major investment, no
new technology,” explained Mina.

Persian Gulf oil is selling at around $12
and the [ranian at only $10.

“For each doilar lost on a barrel of oil,
Saudi Arabia. the world’s largest pro-
ducer and exporter. loses $2.5 billion a
year.” noted an oil expert. “Tran is going
to face one of its worst years,” added
another.

For the thind time in as many months,
Iranian President Ayatollah Mohammad
Khatami has been forced to revise bad-
get revenues, lowering them from a
high of $17 billion to an estimated $16
billion. The finance minister of the
United Arab Emirates has called for
drastic cuts in govermnment spending and
Kuwait has already decided on a 25 per
cent cut in state expenses.

Long-time arbiter, if not the only de-
cision-maker of the world oil market,
the 11-pation Organisation of Petroleum
Exporting Countries (OPEC) has lost its
grip. reason has been over-
production by OPEC states by about
two million barrels per day (mbd) above
its official ceiling of 27.5 mbd. Other
factors include the collapse of the most

El-Figi.

Oil output level maintained

WHILE welcoming a move by several oil prodocing countries to reduce the
world’s output, Egypt will maintain its current production level. reports Mona

Minister of Petroleum Hamdi El-Banbi bas expressed appreciation of the co-
ordination oil producers have shown inside and outside the Organisation of
Pemoleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) to cat world oil supplies by up to two
million barrels a day in a bid to reverse the collapse in world prices.

At the same time, a source at the Ministry of Petroleum told Al-Ahram
Weekly that Egypt,
duction at 850,000 barrels a day despite plans by OPEC and non-OPEC coun-
tries to cut ourpur starting 1 April.

The source added: “Our production has been stable for the past few years
and we have no plans to reduce it.”

He said that Egypt’s oil production had fallen ffom 900,000 a few years ago,
even though consumption is increasing annually by about four per cent.

OPEC’s decision was aimed at reversing the sharp slide in crude oil prices
that has been blamed on a glut in the market because of a warm winter 1o Eu-
rope and the US, oversupply, the Asian financial crisis and the UN decision to
increase the Iragi quota in their oil-for-food agreement.

In [ine with several other oil producers, the United Arab Emirates decided to

which is not an OPEC member, will keep its oil pro-

cut its crade oil output by 125,000 basels a day from 1 April.
The pledges have totalled 870,000 barrels a day since Sandi Arabia, Ven-
" ezuela, Mexico apd Kuwait announced last week that they would -cut world

cutput by between 1.6 million and two million barrels ddily.

Last month, oil prices fell sharply because of higher production and lower

demand

In a press statement El-Banbi said that prospects of reducing oil prices be-
gan last November when OPEC decided to raise the quota from 25 million
barrels a day to 27.5 million barrels a day, a 10 per cent increase.

According to El-Banbi, some OPEC members like Qatar and Nigeria raised
their quota to one million barrels a day, resulting in an increase of supply over
demand, hence the drop in prices. Oil prices fell to their lowest Jevel in four

years.

As far as Egypt is concerned, El-Banbi said that the country will be badly
affected by the collapse of oil prices since oil represents 10 per ceot of the to-
tal local gross domestic product. “But we will try to reduce losses by io-
creasing locally refined products and reducing the export of crude oil,” El-

Banbi said.

He added that the respoasibility to p-rotect and stabilise the market fell on all

oil-producing comtriss, whether OPEC members or not.

Taking stock of the public sector

The need to clear out unsold inventory and make better use of resources in public sector companies
was the subject of discussion in the People’s Assembly this week. Gamal Essam EI-Din reports

A pew Central Auditing Agency (CAA) report. which states
that the size and valoe of unsold inventory in public sector
companies has reached alarming levels, triggered a parlia-
mentary debate in the Plan and Budget Committee this week.

According to the report, the value of unsold inventory peaked
last year at LE1.413 hillion. That comes to 32.1 per cent of in-
vested capital in 295 public sector companies and 45 newly
privatised companies. This is up from LE.276 billion of ua-
sold inventory in June 19935.

The bloated 1997 inventory, according to the CAA report, in-
cludes fully manufactured , semi-manufactured prod-
ucts and goods packaged for sale and inputs. The value of fuily
manufectured products and inputs totalled arotmd LE|.153 bil-
ion — about 81.7 per cent of the total unsold inventory. The
value of semi-manufactured goods is LE75.8 million, while the
value of goods packaged for sale is LE18.25 million.

The report attributed the alarming rise in unsold inventory to

a bost of reasons. Foremost among them are mismanagement
and misappropriation of public funds, exaggeration in es-
timating production inputs and the failure to condnct early mar-
keting smdies. The report also cited rapid technological chrmg-
es, the deterlorating condition of existing machinery .xd
eguipment and laxity in disposing of the unsold inveatory.

Spinning and weaving companies topped the list of the public
sector companies suffering from inventory backlog. Minister of
Industry Soliman Reda, speaking to the Plan and Budget Com-
mittee, blamed the rise in cotton prices in the past few years,
but said the companies are recovering.

The committee also discussed another CAA report about un-
utilised capacities in public sector companies. According to this

ort, these capacities include fixed assets such as machinery

left unused and unmaintained and projects and production lines
still under implementation.

The report attributed this dangerous phenomenon to a mix of

factors, foremost among which are lack of cash liquidity, the

oring of moosessaty coulpmet and macuinery, T also

porting of mmnecessary equipment inery. It

blamed a Iack of thorough feasibility studies, complicated H-
i and marketing difficulties. The CAA

cencing procedures report
estimated the value of unmtilised capacities in 291 public sector”

companies, plus 54 newly privatised joint-stock companies, at
LES billion, up from L.E6 9 billion in 1995. .

Tolba Eweida, chairman of the Plan and Budget Committee,
urged the government to speed up privatisation programmes of
public sector companies. He also called for tghtened controls
on production qoality, and the adoption of more economical
methods in marketing, production and purchasing operations.
“Unless running of public sector companies in the coming pe-
riod becomes based on economic and profitability criteria, the
government could face greater difficnities in negotiating
privatisation deals on these companies,” Eweida warned.

‘Promoting the free market

A MAJOR proponent of free market ec-
onomics lost week advised Egypt that the
best way to privatise public-sector com-
panies is to sell them to anyone who wants
to buy. regardless of their nationality.

Otto Count Lambsdorff, a former minister
of economic affairs in Germany and chair-
man of the Friedrich Naumann Foundation,
spoke to Niveen Wahish during a visit to
Cairo. Privatisation, he said, is an essential
precondition for forming an Arab common
market. “If yau do not roil back government
intervention in the economy, you will never
reach a competitive sitwation and will never
achieve an Arab common market.™

vesiments.

He advised that Egypt should follow the
Estonion model of privatisation, where
“whoever was interested and could afford
to, was allowed to buy.”

He added thar “one should never give in to
nationalist arguments that selling to foreign-
ers is a sell-cut of national interest.”

Lambsdorff also pointed out that opening
up companies to foreign ownership will
bring in capital which is aesded to develop
industries, create jobs amd make pew in-

Lambsdorff stressed the importance of
privatising infrastrucrure projects as well
He praised the Egyptian government’s move

atlantic calls have become

cash.™
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to privatise the telecommmniications author-
ity, saying that it will be “godd for the peo-
ple.” Referring to tbe privatisation of the
German telecommunications authority which
was only completed last year, he said that
simple services such as local and trans-

cheaper.
should have started earlier,” he admitted. He
added that “selling the company did not
mean losing a source of revenue for the gov-
ernment, because it brought in a ot of
Lambsdorff also called for reform of the

{CAP). “It is an enormous obstacle to better

trade relations with other parts of the
world.”

He said, “We cannot oor ag-
riculture to full worldwide competition, but
u_rhglt_wea:pucgoiu;]lgisgoingmgar.sw
sidising agric nction and exposts
is e 44 Third wpﬂr:& markets. We l;mve
to scale down the monecy we pay for the
CAP.” In widening the membership of the
EU, a number of countries are likely to join
whose economies are heavily dependeat on
agriculture, such as Poland.

“If Poland joins the EU, and our ag-
ricultural policy remains unchanged, the EU
would go bankrupt the very same day.”

. “We
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Market report

18/3/96

Weavers win

1S/B/08  16/S/98  17/3/08 19/3/68

THE MARKET continued to gain, its index capturing 2 6.9
point increase to settle ar 374.4 points in the week ending 19
March. With most of the oraded shares making headway, the
overall marker mirnover reached LE375 million.

The marker welcomed Miniswer of Economy Youssef Bou-

tros Ghali's laest decisions conceming new mles goveming

the implementation. of Law 3 of 1998. The law gives com-
panies traded in the markec the green light to buy some shares,
known as treasury shares, from the market to support their
prices if an unjustfied decline is seen. The new regulations
commit these companies to disclose their purchase of treagary
shares and divest them within a period not exceeding one year.
They must aiso prepare their balance sheets and annual reports
on their activities within a maximoro two-month period after
the end of their fiscal yar.

The marker had several shining stars this week; the brightest
was Oriental Weavers which dominated the market in terms of
both the value and volume of traded shares. The company's
transactions amounted to LE4S million, thereby comering
12,03 per cent of the overall market turnover. .
_The Suez Cenal Insnrance Company registered the marker’s
highest increase, with its share value ending 274 per cem
hi_ghertocloseaILEﬂ.GQ.Ontheothu-hand,theAz:bConon
Ginning Company suffered the heaviest loss, losing 9.72 per
Oeﬂtbeforesetﬂingat‘l..ES?. : :
Onn of the 157 corapanies which traded through the week, 94

* gained ground, 27 lost'ground and the rest mabained ther

opéning prices.

~ clients with mach us

. sdll emerging, yet promising inarket
Hag.

Becanse of diminishing revenues,
Persian Gulf countries will have to send
back home millions of Asian and Arab
workers who, once back In their native
countries, will add to the crisis these
governments already face. At the same
time, these countries will also have to
cut on most of their labour-intensive
development, particularly militry pro-
grammes which, in turn, will reflect on
the industrial powers.

“This is a double-edged sword. If in
the short nm, dwindling oil prices is
so0od news for the economic recovery
of major industrial powers, in the long
run, it will certainly harm everyone,
producer, exporter as well as com-
sumier.” ome economist said, warning
thar in case oil prices do not firm up,
the slide may well create soctal dis-
order both in some producing countries
like Iran, where the government does
oot have enough reserves to weather 2
sustained crisis, but also in some for-
mer Southeast Asian “tigers” which
have lost their teeth.

Shares and wares
at Egypt’s Doha stall

At the Third Dubai Shopping Festival, Egypt
is selling everything from porcelain pots to
public sector companies. Sherine Nasr

talked to some of the eager participants

This is the first time thar Egypt bas been invited to par-
u'mdci;_‘:me8 inpﬁ Dubai Shopping Fesdval which is set to run
I8 A :

“This is perhaps one of the biggest and most famous
shopping festivals worldwide,” said Khadiga Kamal, fes-
tivals and conferences manager at the Federation of Egyp-
"tan Industries (FEI).

Under the title, “Discover Egypt™, a whole week has been
dedicated to the exhibition of a wide range of Egyptian in-
dustries, including textiles, ceramics, building materials,
petrochemicals and electronics. Tourist development com-
panies, banks and brokerage companies are also taking part
1n the event.

.For businessmen, industrialists and bankers, the festival is
seen as a golden opporunity — the Jargest annual gathering
of trade and husiness in the region. According 10 Ahmed
Khorshid, FEI executive manager, the festival was visited
by abont 106 million people [ast year. The total value of the
rades and contracts completed was $900 million. This year,
the organisers expect this figore to jump to $1350 million.

Becanse Dubai is the gateway to the other Arab Guif
countries as well as Asia Minor. it was important to be
highly selective in deciding which companies and which
commodities would represent Egypt. “There are 100 Egyp-
gﬁ I:u represennax;‘gi the p;b;l;cl: and private seciors.

y very high-quality e products were se-
: Am “sa;i o : ::POEgypuan Resort

ong the participants is i Com;

(ERC).“WeareuymgmmarkﬂmemeaofSathasp?.hi;{
which is one of the bi rourist development prajects on
the Red Sea coast,” said Kamel Mursi. ERE public relations
manager. Sahl Hashish is now emerging as an integrated
toarist zone with 14 hotels. villas, golf courses and a shop-
ping centre. “We have successfully taken on the double task
of promoting the area to tourists as well as atiracting more
Arab and foreign investors to buy land and start their tourist
projects there,” said Mursi.

Banks and brokerage companies are participating for the
first time in a shopping festival. *Businessmen will make
use of the fucilities provided by the banks in completing
their deals,” said Abmed Rashed, head of the Inspection
Department at Misr Exterior Bank.

Banks have been at work ahead of the event, encouraging

partcipants (o open accounts s¢ as to facilitate

. Egyptian
dwirncgolia:_ionsinbubai.Theyhavealsobemuyingm
" attract Egypiian expatriates’ fands back to the homeland

“Ovr presence will provide a good oppormnity for Egyptian
expairiates who want 1o open an account in an Egyptian
bank but have lacked the necessary facilities,” he said.
Ont of the 120 hrokerage companies in Egypt. seven were
selected 10 take part in the event. “It is important to give o
comprehensive image of the stock exchange and the jazest
plans to improve its performance,” said Atef El-Hag of the
Arab Markers , 2 company. Seminary ape
J_als? being held to answer the questions of those interested
in fvesting in one of the 34 public sector companies slateg
for privarisation through the stock mazket in 1998, “We
have managed to acquire complet= files on the financia]
stams of all these companies and will be able to provide our
Y mformation,” El-Hag said.
El-Hag believes the festival 1o be partiularly significant
for brokerage companies. “After the latest plunge in the
Southeast Asia markez, investors are looking .for an al-
mauve.'!h:sxsagoodumetodirectdaeirauenﬁnnmm
in Egypt." said El-

Asmakexchaugeon-linefaciﬁtywmalsobeoﬁm

“All the transactions on the Cairo stock exchange will pe

disg;layedmhngemastheyhappm_“henid_

part of the Egyptian week, a conference eng

“Egypt: The Emerging Market” was held on 23 mﬂﬂ
business &;omniﬁes in Egypt. At

. . . erent secto,

able 1o discuss with Egyptian experts issues of foreigy 1o
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sion, Al-Akram’s’ stance on the con-
woversial new law was surprisin

26 June 1912,mderthehudhne%l°ro-
hibition against sequestration of five
feddens™, the newspaper devoted itself
10 expressmg ils reservations con- -
ceming the new law.

Its first comcern was that momey
lenderswouldmfnsemlmdlbefaune:s
money. Before bringing the law into ef-
fect, it advises, “the government should
fixst take the necessary measures to pro-
tect the peasaniz from the prospect of

bmhugncy,asthepeamtmmconmt
need of money in order to cultivate his

land and fulfil his needs.”

posed to taking out loans from

meit  Institutions. h(:eg’iﬂousl)r,f the
compatison comes ot y in favour
of the moneylenders. It writes: “No ooe
disputes the fact that usory saps the na-
tional wealth. In an effort to save the
peasant from the extortion of the mon-
ey-lenders, Lord Cromer founded the
Agrarian Baok so that they might take
omlomsatsmaﬂu'mwmstmles. Un-

fortanately, the Bank failed to fulfil its
promise. Taking out loans from the
Bank required lengthy and complicated

procedures.

Also, unlike the usurer, the Bank
would countensmce no delay or pro-
crastination on the due dawe for re-
payment of the loans, and once the due
date passed without payment, the bank
would put vp the land used as collateral
for sale. The usurer by contrast is more
accommodating to the needs of the peas-
ant, offering him a measure of leniency
and clemency during hard times.

The newspaper’s second concern was
that the new law would not be enforced
retroactively. “Deblors will be h
1o the courts to fix the due dates on their
{oans, which amount to some six million

Thirdly, it argued. the provision that
the farmer can stil! put his land vp for
sale “will bring unparafleled ca-
tastrophe not only upon the small fann-
er but upon the more affluent farmer as
well. Since the new law does nothing to
mect the farmers’ need for mooey, the
land will eventually slip out of the
hands of the very people the law is in-
tended to protect and into the grip of
the rich.”

The more sensible solution, it con-
tends, would be to estblish agricultural
unions and agrarian cooperative funds
before the law is pur into effect. The un-
ions would serve as a form of “school in
which the farmer would leam how to
plan apd economise and how 1o make
more effective decisions in the selection
of seeds and fertilisers.” The coop-
eratves would serve as “storehonses
that would meet the needs of the farmers
anconditionally.™ Once such institutions

Egyptian Revolution that overthrew
the monarchy was to limit agrarian
: . land ownership, fragmenting large
notably the home- holdings and distributing expropriated land among poor
: peasants at an average of five feddans each. The idea
g mane family agsets was to end a feudal system under which big land-
Punjab land alien. OWNErs dominated the rural population. Forty years ear-
ation sct. Kinchmer, fier, the’ Calro government adopted a somewhat similar
ms roport, Wiote  oten but for a different reason. A 1912 law prohibited
w was “to protect  the confiscation of small land holdings of up o five fed-

faomer - dans in repayment of debts owed to greedy usurers,
land mostly foreigners, who charged exorbitant interest
the confiscz- rates, Dr Yunan Labib Rizk tells the story of the old
law on the basis of reports published by AFAhram

@ One of the major aims of the 1852

UIOUDH WRINBLY LOTENSY

incentive 1o
the farmers to
Jjoin the unions
and

eratives, “thus
creating a
powerful economric emtity that has the
entire Egyprian nation as its backbone.™

Simultaneously, the pewspaper warns,
“to bring the law into effect before such
syndicates are in place is 1o build the
houseﬁumthempdumAsohdslmc
ture can only survive on a sound basis.™

Al-Ahram was not alone in expressing
its anxieties with to the new
law. In Alexandria the chairmen of the
British, French, Austrian, lalian, and
Greek chambers of commerce convened
an urgent meecting attended by repre-
septafives of various Import-expon

and the General Produce
Company. The resolution l.hey drafted
was drpIomanmlly worded, but to the
point: “The motive which inspired the
ent 10 promulgate this law is
most noble and honourable. All meas-
ures intended to alleviate the debs
shouldered by the peasants are most
welcome by the circles of commerce.
However, to mopose this law suddenly
could be very hazardous for trade.” The
resclution also provided that the chair-
men of the chambers of commerce
write to their respective consuls urging
them to imercede with the aim of se-
curing a delay in the implementation of
the law “so as to allow commercial
agencies sufficient time to study the ef-
fects of the law more closely.”

The promulgation of the new law pre-
cipitated a panicked nsh of creditors 10
their lawyers in the pursuit of advice on
what they should do about the loans they

bad made to farmers. Al-Ahram’s cor-

in  Alex-

and.-'-.a ﬁled a series of

reports the charped

in circles as-

sociated with the cotton

commerce as 2 result of

the anxietics provoked
by the law.

In his report of 4 July
1912, for cxample, he
writes. “This law will
not live long as it ob-
structs the naioral ma-
chinery of commercial
give and 1ake. Alex-
amdria is a thriving en-
vironmem for com-
merce and finance and
its role in Egyptan in-
wraclions and Lrans-
actons shouid not be
underestimated ™

So concermed were
foreigm financiers in
Alexandria that the new
law would sabotage the
machinery' of capialism
from which they gar-
nered their epormous
profits that thev went
imo action. Skortly after
the pew law was announced. four repre-
sentatives from the Syvodicate of Import-
Export Merchants wavelled to Cairo to
meet with Lond Kitwchner in order to pre-
vail epon him to annul the Iaw, The Brit-
ish high commissioner wld them, “The
Jaw was promulpated for a noble end
and | am unable o change it There have
besn many exaggeraied claims regarding
the effects of this law when pm into ef-
fect. However. a similar law was en-
acted in the Punjab where it brought
very satisfactory results, one of which
was that the price of land increased.” Af-
ter their meeting with Kitchnoer, the rep-
resentatives announced that ke had 1old
them that all he could do was 1o post-
pone the implementation of the law for
three years, during which time the peas-
ants should be able to meet their current
debts.

Whether their announcement was true
or not, it gave repewed hope 10 the for-
cign merchants in Alexandria. As Al-
Alram's comrespondent in Alexandria re-
ported, “The opinion here is that the
postponement is the prelnde to annul-
ment or neglect of the new law, since the

t js always incurring debts and
will be unable to meet his debts in three
years.”

Several days later another delegation
of Alexandrian merchants went to Cairo
in order 1o exert more pressure on the
high commissioner. Once again, the
meeting inspired a wave of optimism
among foreign merchants in the port

city.
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’ INUNEernsendeavourstokeepabreast

with the latest banking technologies and to
provide its clients with siate-of-the-art ser-

. vices, the National Bank of Egypt (NBE) is
" joining the global trend of replacing money

with safe and smert credit cards.
In this respect, NBE has recently obtained

. the approval of Mondex International for it to
. offer its services in the Egyptian market

from the beginning of next year.

: The Mondex card is the latest generation
1" of plastic cards and is considered the most
" advanced payment systemn offered to bank
- custormners — especially in the USA. The
" new card Is a smart credit card with an elec-

tronic memoary that stores the customer's

. - account and personal data, not to mention
’ the possibility of storing balances In five dif-

farent curencies — hence making it ac-
cessible worldwide.
The ngw credit card accepts cash trans-

- actions of any volume. Moreover, it Is sim-

pler to use — in both small and major trans-
actions — since it electronically transfers

. money from one account to another, without

having to pass through the computer sys-
tem of the bank. Commercial institutions
can benefit from this card at their points of

. sale since the debit and credit movements

are both camied out and then stored in the

electronic memary of the machine in the
space of three seconds — as long as the re-
quired cash is avallable,

in actual fact, the Mondex is considered
the safest and most secure altemnative to
money. it can be used by all customers re-
gardless of their income bracket or credit
worthiness. Thus, it envisages encouraging
its users to transfer their iIncome — salary,
pension elc. — to the bank liself.

The new credit card is highly secured
against computer hackers. lts security is
based on the Individuality and unity of
every transaction in terms of value, cur-
rency, date, cards. used and the senal
number of each transaction. All these fac-
tors consfitute the distinguishing code of
every transaction that prevents any kind of
hacking. The electronic memory of the
new card provides the utmost security,
since it is designed to make any kind of
forgery simply impossible.

NBE cumrently dominaies 70 per cem of
the credit' card market in Egypt. It has is-
sued some 60,000 Visa cards between the
period January 1994 to December 1997 and
launched 10,000 Mastercards in 1997
alona. NBE also plans to infroduce another
€00 Automatic Tefler Machines (ATMs) by
the year 2000,

. Egypt spreads its wings
“over German mternatlonal fairs

A GREAT number of Egyp-
fian compenies are taking
part In several intemational
fairs to be held in Ger
many this year. The clty of
Cologne will ba the loca-
tion for a number of inter-
national exhibitions, amaong

Also scheduled for Egyp-
tian participation is the in-
temationai exhibition on
wires, cables and plpes in
Dusseldorf from 20-24
April and an exhibition on
baked products and re-
lated equipmant from 8-14

which I3 the international

Fair — taking place from number of conferences

May.
Additionally, Cologne will

12-16 May 1558 — which “and seminars on related once again be the site for

will include over 18 ex- issues.
hibiting countries. The ex-

the intemational Fotokina

According to May Khairy, exhibilion — 18-21 Sep-

hibiion will present the lat- head of exhibiions at the tember — which will in-
ast ~  inventions and. Geman Arab Chamber of <clude the latest innovations

- tochnologles used In re- Commerce, the chamberis In the field of cinema, vid-

cycling waste and pro- offering facilites end ser- 0 fiiming, studio equip-
tacing the environment vices to il Egypttan par- ment and theatre tech-

and will incorporate a ticipants.
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A Diwan of contemporary life

In addition 10 tbe residence of the high
commissioner, represenlatives of cum-
mercial interesis also knocked on the
doors of varions minisiers.

One of those Iobbied was Lord Cecil,
deputy minister of finance at the time,
who told his petitioners, “The Egyptian
government does not want (o prejudice
the interests of anyone in this country. It
is as concemned with commerce as it is
with agriculture. If the sovemment ic
contemplaling rendering live feddans of
the land of the peasant immune 10 se-
questration, that its because it wanis 10
protect a portion of the wealth of the
peasant who is the pillar of the national
weahh ™

The British commissioner found that
he had 10 act quickly w0 dispel the
cloud of pessimism that seemed to be
accumulaling once again. His shorn-
tetn measure consisted of making re-
assuring noises o the effect that the
new law would pot reduce remts and
that the cument cosis of cultivation
would always compel the farmers to
take out loans, using their craps as col-
lateral. The long-term measure was 1o
commission 2 survey of that sector of
the countryside targeted by the new
law. The results were revealing: Al-
though the law was intended 1o protect
farmers owning five feddans or less, it
transpired that the average small hold-
ing was no more than one feddan. The
survey listed a 101al of 619.107 small
landowners owning a total acreage of
619214 feddans. Furthermore, ac-
cording to the survey, this class was in-
debled 10 the nme of LEIS,990.660,
meaning that each peasant had an aver-
age debt of LE25 per feddan of land, an
enormous sum give the price of land at
the time.

Wiith such solid evidence in band,
Kitchner had the ammunition to go for-
ward with the new law. Al-Ahiram re-
ported him as saying, “Tt is apparent
from this survey that an enormous debt
of approximately LE16 million is being
shouldered by the poorest tillers of the
soil in this country. In view of the fact
that the average feddan carries a debt of
LE25 and thal the rates of interest are
very high, we find that thesc financial
circumstances are intolerable for a great
nomber of landowners. The Five-
Feddan Law will safeguard the property
of the peasant from being used as a
means o pay back debts. Without this
law, the consequences would have been
dire indeed.™

The author is a pro-
fagsor of history and
head of AFAhram His-
tory Studies Cenire.

Economic cooperation
between Egypt and the G-15

WITHIN the framework of the preparatory meetings of the G-15 — due
in Cairo in May — the foreign frade sector, affiliated with the Ministry of
Trade and Supply, has begun to prepare an overall concept for the best
way of proemoting cooperation betwesn members of the group. This in-
volves strengthening unity between Egypt and group members, as well
as fifing obstacles 1o cooperation.

The mechanism to be suggested by the ministry during the meetings
will be {o establish joint commitiees of businessmen in Eqypl and other
member countries, in adkdition 1o the estabishment of Joint financial in-
stitutions to cover comrnercial and non-commercial risks.

$500mn authorised
capital

Faisal Islamic Bank of Egypt
S.A.E.

is pleased to offer Muslim pilgrims Hajj
Cheques issuing and selling services

(a joint stock
Egyptian company)

= Cheques are sold in Saudi riyal, US dofiars and Egyptian pounds.
= This service is available to individuals, associations, syndicales and

travel companies.

It also offers its clients

= An integrated group of current and investment accounts in both local

and fereign currencies.

« Economic projects financed within the framework of the
govemment's development programme and through Islamic
financing methods such as Musharakah (partnership} and

Mudarabah (trust finance).

» Difierent banking services via #ts agent’s global network.
= All investment trustees’ services such as setting up companies,
recelving subscriptions, setting owners' associations, real estate

marketing and holding fairs.

» Selling, buying and depositing securities.
s Autormatic Teller Machine cards which provide the client with a

24-hour daily service.

Headquarters and Cairo branch:

1113 Comiche E!-Nit, Cairo Tel: 5753109-5753165-5750047-777148
Branches: Ghamra - Heliopolis - Dokki - Assiut - Sohag - Alexandria -

$100mn issued and
paid-in capital

MmN

.\\\ -

Damanhour - EI-Mahala El-Koubra - El Mansoura - Tanta -

Benha - Suer

For real estate services please contact: Investment Trustees
General Department
17 El-Falouga St, Agouza Tel: 3036408
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Stuck in the mud

In any given political situation, one can be sure that Ismel

is exerting every possible effort to extract extra benefits
mmm?u?é:m calls national soontr
it

When Tsrzel withdrew from all of Sinai in
1982 following its peace treaty with uhddonto
Taba at the northem tip of the Gulf of
versal acknow! tha:meenclavebehngsmﬂypt.
There were four years of before the case went to
the Internations] Cowrt of Justice, which restored Taba to

Egypt :

In 1978, Israel occupied a strip of teritory in souther
Lebanon, claiming it needed a buffer zone to profect its
nonbem border against antack. Now it is offering 10 with-
draw — in return for what it calls security guarantees from
both Lebanon and Syria. These guarantees mchede the dis-
manﬂmgof!-hzbul]ah'sbuesmsouﬂll.ebamnandpm-
tection for the Sounth Lebanon Army, the Israeli-sponsored
militia. The Israeli proposal is also aimed at separating the
Lebanese and Syrian tracks in the peace process. Lebanon
and Syria have repeatedly affirmed that they will move to-
geiher in the peace process, and have rejected Israel's pro-
posal, insisting that Istacl withdraw uoconditionally, in
compliance with Security Council Resolation 425.

Israel has about 1,500 troops in the 15km-deep belt it oc-
cupies in south Lebanon. Almost daily attacks by Hiz-
bullzh guerrillas have proved to be a drain on Israel, es-
pecially in human terms. Last year, 39 Israeli soldiers were
killed and humdreds were wounded. These losses have
fuelled controversy in Israel, where many are now ques-

outside Prime Minister Binyamin Ne-
tanyahu’s office in Jerusalem smeared themselves with
mud %o illustrate Isracl’s plight. “Basically, we are stuck in
the mud, andfn is time 0 leave,” said Linda Ben-Zvi,
or the
Ismelcmﬂdhavecometoﬂlesamneondusmnlongago.
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engrossed by the recent debate in

I have been
ﬂr:USSenamontbepnssibi]mnofmolmg
the problems exist between the US and

about this goal withont the sli reference . . .
the role the iy in e American foreign poli
e the Iragi people might pl y in the gn policy, §d

theymtmdnceorsusmn.lsanewfonnofde—
moctacy being hatched for the people of the
Middle East — democracy the American

way?

The Senate debate reflected one aspect of
AmenensdoublesmndardsmwardsmeAmb

on the premise that

ocratic process i Jraq to overthrow Hiussein and take
mgaﬁveandthatﬂndemmcyot’other power. However, once the TS perceived that
countries must be made in the US. the inside Irag was growing too
Discussions on in fraq came in  po and threatened a 7
the context of Senate hearings on popular revolation mather than a Hnited coup

the scope of the US confrontation with Irag

t;g;meofSaddeussmntoov

agam,wuhout

supp.
The US had entertained such thonghts at the

the threat of air strikes to debilitate the

enhrowmg
eptirely. The Senate members
weze of one mind — ﬂmoverﬂnnwof:here-
should be America’s aim. And once
i exception, they made oo refer-
role of the Iraqi people in. this pro-
Anya]manvetonaqsreglmemustbe

Recent Senate

Nafie

to the

the

nations such as Jran,

mocracy by the

discussions on the
future of Iraq highlight
the differences between
rhetoric and reality in

writes Ibrahim

endoflheGnlfWarwhennsoughmlmdm
sopport ams]gamation of

tion forces in the ¥ragi Narional Congress
@NC). TheUSadmmmmhadhopedthﬂ

the INC would be -instraments] in encour-
Bgmge!mtsclosetoﬂlecmneot'powerm

umthdtewmsuppmﬂ'omthemc.'lhe_ms-
tification for this change of heart, as it was

explained by foreign policy experts, was that
American

whu:h have similer sectarian and ethnic divie
sions. In other words, the establishment of de-

people — acconding
American Jine — would jeopardise the stabil-

Tr2qi opposi-

years ago
policy of “ethnic

Successive US
to the

ity of the entire region, while a new regime
brought in by a coup d’etat wonld ensure that
accommodates the US while being less
ucublesome to i1s neighboars.
That sach double standards still prevail &
American thinking is fostered by two factors.
Firstly, the US is still unsure what rules to ap-

ply in the post-Cold War era. Ten years
the fall of the Bexlim Wall the US govemment
still lends its backing to dictatorial regimes.
The promises made at the end of the Cold
War to make democracy in the world Amer-
lmsnumberomfomgnpohcyobjemveap-
pear to have been consigned to ob!
What could illostrate this more tamgibly
than the fact that the US included the Serbizo
President Slobodan Milosevic as a party o
the Dayton Peace Agreement in Bosnia two
ago? Milosevic was notorious for his

he committed against Bosnians. Yet the US
remmsoonnmtmkeephnnmpowa

Democratic or Republican, have been given
tod:ecmousanddangmusimrﬂmabad

aftex

livion

and the atrocities

adppinistrations, whethex

Water shortage

As long as scarcity remains the rule, writcs Mohamed Sid-
Ahmed, the other will continue to be perceived as the enemy

2028, aud that the possibidity of an ac-
tual colfision could not be discowmted,
smamslsqmddymnudedmmmg-
inal calculations to reassure a worried
world that the asterold would miss
Earth by one million kilometres. Still,
the threat of direct collisions bas not
disappeared, if not with this asteroid
then with other hoge rocks crossing
Earth’s orbit.
Indeed, there are more than 50 re-
corded instances of asteroid strikes, the

most famdus being the cne which fell |

on the Bay of Yucatan some 65 million,
years ago and which is believed to be

:espmﬂ:uiefcrthemnmoﬂhed:- -

nosavr and other species. Among the
plmﬁmydefaﬁvemmneswnmﬂy
under study is the possibility of Lumch-
ing nnclear warkeads to i aob-
jects nntling towards Earth in order to
deflect thenn from their course or to ex-
plode them in outer space. Jn all cases,
we still have 30 years to develop tech-
nologymmneﬂmdnsuikewﬂlbe

'nml:smmodantechnology we are
now in a position to predict natural dis-
asters and, , to avert them
in time. But the latest astercid scare un-

of Iife on
to face pew chal-
. A challenge that is

oelesualbodmslnmmmgmloowphn—
et is the growing scarcity of water. The
threat is particutarly acute in the Middie
East, where the rapid depletion of fresh
water sources, coupled with a manifest
inablity to reach agreement on con-
tentions issues, makes water wars a
very real prospect. ]

The Middle East is characterised by
two main features: one is that it is arge-
ly desert, the other is that it houses the
worid’s larpest known oil reserves. At
the same time, it is not immune o the

. able areac of the Middle East is be-

coming crifically high. The region’s
vast deserts can accommodate its

mmmmymm
but first they mnst be rendered hospit-
able for buman Jife. ‘While greening
the desert is a costly proposition,
thanks to oil revexmes it need pot be

- tothe}

proportions. It is hard to see how the
peace process ca move forward at 2
time the threat of water wars looms
over the Middle East, where the search
for fresh water sources is a

exercige in futility. In fact, water can
be a pivotal factor in aborting the peace  in
process altogetber and sparking new
reasons for the renewal of conffict, not

Jimijted this time to Israel and its Arab

but to inchde

other parties. One sach party conld be  this

Turkey, whose recent

with Israel canmot be explamed only in

tenms of 2 geo-strate

of the Arab-world, but is closely linked
water crisfs. .

I is | : 10 assume from all of the
foregoing that, as long as the region
continues to soffer from scarcity of wa-
ter, peace will remain out of reach, par-
ticolarly between Arsbs snd Israelis.

Scarcity is bound o make the original i

inhabitants feel that they are

. being
_ fomedﬁoshatednhlﬂcﬂ:eyhmw:ﬂl

who have descended on them
from outzide their workd, who are, as
such, aggressors. As long as scarcity
remains the rle, as long as deserts con-
tinne to cover most of the Arab land
mass and as Jong as water is scarce, the
other will continue to be perceived as
the enefay. For peace to prevail, water
st become plentifal.
Israel’s founding fathers were Eu-
ropean Jews who fled from the per-
seummwh:chtbeywere

were in no way responsible for the suf~
fering of the Jews.

That is why it is hard to fmagine the
Arabs coming to texms with the pres-
ence of Jsrael in their midst unless Js-
rael can make itself more of an asset
than a libility in their eyes. In other
words, Israel cannot five in peace in: the

WMiddle East umless it convinces the Ar-
abs that what it has broaght into the re-

Cook’s roasting

gic alliance in face  ing
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negotiations. In this, it is very well
suited for the role since its experience and diplomaric
those of any other Western country.
But Israel and the US see eye (o eye on most issues,
‘Will Britain thus remain silent over Netanyabn's in-
transigence and his defiance of the world at large?”
(Mohamed Sid-Ahmed, 18 March)

Aldhbar El-Yom: “I am naive enough (o belicve
that Britain, which was once Great Bntam.wol::.ld
u_

Akhbar ElYom: “All the politica] acrobatics be-
lngcamndwtbyN apd his allies will pro-

duce nothing new. The aim is nothing save wasting
time and keeping up the that the peace pro-
cess is giill afive and that is seripus about reach-
ing u setlement. But the whole world knows that the

(Galal Aref, 21 March)
Al-Wafd: “We are pleased with the positive role

Onemotﬂplayﬂ:emleofﬂaeodm”
(Mohamed Abu Bodid, 19 March)

gion is not only Jewish refogees, but a
pmut‘mnpe.wh:d:ememlﬁbuteef-
fed:vely towards raising the standard

h , socialty
:md  “This is the price Is-
rae‘lmustpay:fnmtsadnblepeace

region, especially in the context

ofl.’ne of water.
However, if Iscael enmjoys a qual-
itative edge over the Arabs, as repre-
sented in its technological soperiority,

the invention of new technologies to
&sahnamseuwauatqﬁmﬁonofﬂn
current cost, and vast of ter-
tiory, on which can be set up panels o

. reckon

" The devil you kow

mula for maintaining an_equilibriom am:
them in the distribation of authority.

‘War were known o have sharp differences
oplmonnndtnrepmsentdwugentspbetes
interest. Yet, in spite of these differcmce
ﬂwyslmckaeonsmuswmchtheyfe[t Wi
binding on them ali: to remain anited in
gle, undivided Img.
Democracy, therefore, is the way

policy subvens i
the Amezican claim §
[

hm-iztm.lmolved,lwouldﬂ
vommylfetooneofmypas—
sions, no more.
Both Lirerature and phi-
Iosopby are retrmung before
the matevialism which dopt-
inates our lives today. Idid ddt
dwosehtam'ebmuse,hav-
ing. weighed it
: losuphy, I found 1: more ad-

because of emotional, affective

reasons, not cold calculation,
Art and literatnre will both

sumve. however, because hu-

man beings
matters of the heart. The prob-
lem resides in finding the chan-
nels L transzoit art to an audi-
eace, difficult as this attempt

andcommgm:umsmﬂ;hfes
many harsher realities, While 1

may seem something of an ide-

against phi-
I chose Mierature

camnot relinquish

—

'Salah Montasser, 22 March) _ :
Compited by Galal Nassar

cariously on foldad

saTounds him. Herg, 1 have drawn hiln with
hands, more foriom

—
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Quicks
and storms

mwva]ofﬂncpuoep;mm"
bas created ap absyrd, albeis
very revealing, simarion. Js-
raelwhlchlmallym_]mp_,-
ther  international peace-
making eiforts or Americen
and Enropean initiatives, has
placed the US, which single-
handedly dominates the new
world order. in a most un-
enviable position, -
Asﬁehﬁdﬂ:ﬁasts&ag—
Robin Cook[.h:lglujl':g in his
capacity as S en
'I‘hesenmdmmnothewrg-
gion was Kofi Anpan, whose
visit reflected the UN's re-
sponsibihty for peace in-
the
agememm region. The
third visitur was the Anstrian
chapncellor, whose coummy
will replace Britain as head of
the EU in the second half of
this year, and who restricted
his visit to Israel and Gaza.
The media, as well as on-
identified diplomatic sourc-
es, speculated that a Bo-
ropean initiative was in the
pipeline. But in no tme it
became clear that the in-
itiative was no more than a
testing of the water. This
truth was made blindi
clear to Coock when he at-
tempted to visit an Ksraeli
settlement which was not on

ing more than 2 diplomatic
outburst, a British attempt to
please an Arab audience.
The visit was staged in the
wake of Netanyahu's refusal
to ever listen to the EU's
sugpestions as represented
by Cook — ideas developed,
incidentaily, in cooperation

Kofi Annan on ihe other
hand, made no atterpt to
please his Arab aodience.
He made it piain that he was
bringing neither mediation
proposals por peace in-

iiatives. He simply ex-

gemess for an indtiative, or
at least a sign. Like a drown-
grasping for straws. No one
even asked the EUJ eavoy
about how the EU plans to
address  IsracH - intran-
sigence, given that 40 per
cent of Israel’s exports are

tweep Purope’ and the US,
however, may be such that
bringing pressure to bear on
ﬂ:eAmbsandPalesumEm
Europesmsl:(

a considerable
nmnbu' jects in Pal-
estinian terntory), while the
US takes complete charge of
Esrael

The US roday is shrinking
slowly but surely, back-
mehngmefnllyforfeurof
kindling Netanyahu's anger.
The Isracli premier has not
minced his wonds in warn-
ing America against putting
fosﬂmniniﬁaﬁve.Thcgood
oews Foropean-

American
which Cook bore, perceived
asaaeppmgstonetowards
anAmencanmmanvesun-
ip the ‘White House,
is in fact only a ploy to ap-
pease the Arabs and deceive
them into believing that an
mitiative is in the offing.
The US bhas already
backed down. The offensive
to revive the peace process
MMade—

suddenly
fensive operation. The “im- ).

minent” US initiative has
been postponed until Ross's

bother it with mggesums'
‘that it withdraw from Pal- {
“estinian territory even by 2

13 per cent.

_ meag:r e e
that US-EU coordination
could pressure Ismcl o

House or Congress, while
the Isracks do, and the Bal-
kan nations have mot laid
down their weaporis, while
the Arabs bave done so al-
Ieady_.. o X

Soagbor

Desphe many rumours that a new law on civil associations
in is under preparation, the government remains silent.
Snch a law would beau'uelnmus test of the govemment's
intentions wwards
degree to which it is willing to uphold its commitments to
international buman righis standards and, indeed, the

E%r,p;uan Constitution.

current law governing civil associations, Law 32 of
1964, was always intended as an inssrument for tightening
state contro} over civil | society and abrogating freedoms of
association and organisation. Law 32 gives the povern-
ment, and in partdcular the Ministy of Social Affairs,
sweeping ; and arbitrary powers over every form of civic as-
sociation in the country.
to dissolve associations. merge them. confiscate their
funds and/or allocate them to other associations, dissolve
their governing boards and appoint new ones..

The repeal of Law 32 and iis rcplacement by a truly
democratic legislation would directly affect hundreds of
thousands of people in almost every walk of life.

Ultimetely, the real question is participatory democracy.
Democracy is an indivisible process. De-
fective democracy only encourages mil-
ilary or religions aln:rnanves Only

powered to prolect themselves, provided

Democracy’s armies

in the country and the

Government bodies have the right

are people em-

they are aware and organised. It is only AR
through mue democracy that political and g
religious extremnism can be contained, and | w
the possibility of chans deterred. " .
This week's Soapbox speaker is a lawver _':::
and the director of the Legal Research Amir
and Resource Centre for Human Rights. Salem

ghtmg aparthei

It is not enough to wait for the balance of power to shift, writes Mouin Rabbani. Palestinians must
work actively to promote their own agendas, if they are not to remain on the margins of others’ designs
L ______________________________________________-_ - "~~~

Almost from the moment it was signed on 13 Sep-
tember 1993, the Israeli-Palestinian Declaration of
Priuciples on Interim Self-Government Arrangements
(DOP), or Oslo Agreement, has by common con-
sensos been “in crisis™ and “on the verge of collapse™.
Since the election of Binyamin Netanyahu as prime
minister of Israel in May 1996, these dire wamings
have graduzlly been replaced by the more morbid di-
agposes-of a “clinically dead™ or, more simply, “de-

ceased” process. Simaltanecnsly, opportunities for re-
newed global and self-congramlation, snch
ag that presented by the adoption of the Protocol Con-

: mmgd:eRedeplo;mthebmnon]S]anum‘y

1997, are increasingly fewer, further between, and
shorter in duration. Rather, it is the armed confronta-
tions that the occupied Palestinian

erupted throughont
.mmnonesmSepwmberE%whwhmwewedasthe

shapeofﬂ:mgstocome

{ ‘ances are somewhat trivial, becanse Oslo was a dead
: lemetﬁomﬂ:emmemmlpm:eqmmefora

durable resolution of this conflict, Paléstinian sclf-
left mmendoned in

determination, was purposely .
-boﬂ:ﬂaeDOPandeacboftbesubsequentlsmeh

Palestinian agreemaents. No less importsntly, these

- taxts have consisténtly been implemented th a2 manmer

dmgnedbomaked:epmspeclsfm‘matmnmmlever
more remote.’

1t is, in this respect, worth that Qsglo
was the brainchild of the dovish wing of the Israeli
Labour Party, that all but one of the evant

‘ments were concluded pnor to the November 1995
assassmm.:onon‘ Rabm.andﬂm.smnehnsa&
sumption of Netanyaho has made more com-
pmnnsesm Oslo hasmﬂ;hnn.!npmcucal

rea!msofatutudeandﬂmmm ‘The more
policies of accelerated colonisation, of economic war-
fare and systematic abuse of nmman rights, of an in-
creasingly formalised sysiem of apartheid, were,
along with the fundamental Zionist principle of non-
recognition of Palestinian nationa! rights, imberited
from the most Jefi-wing government n Israeli history.
W]nlelheNemnyahuregmesmannenscmamly
more aggressive, hostile, and provocative than thar of
the suave Peres, the available evidence conclusively
demonstirates thar the formmer basically picked
where the latier iefi off. Repeated clatms by the
mseﬂlerbbbythattheprmwsgwmemwas
in fact more responsive to their demands than the cor-
rent one only serve §o underlive the point that, in its
broad ootlines, Netanyshu's programroe is novel only
insofar as it is being implemented by a novice. :
‘While the crisis in Palestinian rights is real enough,
it is not this which has been exercising the minds of
most commentators and caunsing them to predict Ar-
mageddon. Rather, their concems are for the integrity
and sustainability of what is conventiopally termed
the peace process itself. Ju this view, 2 tangible, re-
ciprocal, and, ‘most importantly, dynamic process of
expanding self-government for Palestinians and in-
creasing security for Israelis; colminating in a pexma-
nen:seﬂmthaseduponﬂlepxmmpleoflandfnr
peace forms the inviolable prerequisite for the suc-
nnplemenmnonofOslo :
this perspective, the fundamental breakdown
ofﬂ:efomnla.s)unbohsadbylsmelssyswm?mpro-

I hava very little knowledge of the iniicacies of
aw, hzdbetweenm Mthe E:Ey.whereﬂmlawdmws
the expression of gunon,
criticism and debate, on the one hand,

der or libel, o the other. Nevertheless, I find it
very-difficult 20 imagine a country achieving any
kind of progress in its political life, sciences,
arts or literature, if that country’s citizens do not
enjoy a “sacred” right to describe each other,
and each other’s ideas, as foolish, ignorant -or
| aoy similar epither, whether fairly or unfairly.
_YetmoCa:rocomts.aneofthemaComtof
Appeal, have fonnd the use of sach designations
spfficient reason t6 consign Gamal Fahmi, a
journalist, to prison for six months.

Thus in the space of less than 2 month we
have. three journaliste in prison, serving sen-
tences rangiog from six to 12 months, for Libe}
offences. In statéments 1o Al-Ahram Weckly,

poblished v this issue, Press Syndicate Chair- -

crastination in redeploying its forces away from Pal-
estinian jon centyes, and represemed most vis-
iblybyPa]csnmansmadebomhmgsmIsmehmuw
is widely considered a harbinger of catastrophe.
Somenbsewershaveopmedtha:therclevantagee—
ments are themselves 100 vagne and self-
contradictory to produce the results, and
were thns a recipe for failure all along. More often,
however, the gloomy forecasts derive from a per-
ceived refusal by the parties directly involved 10 re-
spect deadlines and commitments expbcidy ag:wd
upon. and their violations of what is held to be

spirit of Oslo. Netanyahn's current insistence on re—
taining absolute coptrol of at Jeast 60 per cent of the
West Bank at least throughout the interim phase, and
his American patrons” refusal to force the mmple-
mentation of the forther redeployments agreed npon
in the Hebron Protocol (and simultancouns insistence
on & monopoly of sponsorship of the Oslo ),
are likened to the final nail in the Nordic

To the extent that adherents - Oslo view it asa
framework for the comprehensive resolution of the
conflict between Zionisin apd the Palestinians, and
more generally a key link in p an overall Is-
raeli-Arab settlement, it has indeed failed them
Thus, while Oslo’s generally consider a
two-state solution the most desirable, if not the only
viable formula for a2 permument settlement, they are
faced with the uncomfortable reality that the only
partitionist sclotion on offer is one in which the pre-
1967 boundaries have become wholly irrelevant.
Rather, the West Bank and Gaza Strip (excloding Je-
rosalem and fis environs) have themselves already
been effectively partitioned, into an emaciated and
fragmented Palestinian entity, and a Jewish province
known to its inhabilants as Jodea-Samariz-Azza (or
YESHA by its Hebrew acromym), which has been
wholly absorbed by the Israeli state. The Palestinian
entity, a state in name only, and an ethnic reservation
in all bat name, will forthermore exist within, rather
than alongside, its menacing neighbour. Needless 1o
say, this reality has put existing Arab-Israeli peace
treaties nnder considerable straim rather than paved
the way for additional agreements.

It is of comrse true that the dispossession of the Pal-
estinian peopie long preceded Oslo, but the bantu-
ﬂmon of the ques!il::t:h;f Palesm;_e is its direct

intended ontcome regard, few argnmems
are as disingenvous as those which place the blame
for the corrent crisis solely or primarily on Ne-
tanyzhu's shoulders {as if it began only after his elec-
tion), and which knowingly claim thar Peres would in
effect have entirely reversed the course he and Rabin
chose from 1993 onwards, had the Labour Party been
.re-elected.
ltmm&mthutsraehnegouamrsdmmgthe
Rabin-Peres years made numerons intimations to
their eager Palestinian inmterlocutors at Oslo 2nd dur-
ing subsequent sessions, which collectively could be
interpreted as a commitment to implement United
Nations Security Council Resolution 242 in a manner
not entirely inconsistent with the international com-
munity’s interpretation of this resohtion. More im-
portantly, however, such confidences were never for-
malised, and any resulting documents never rarified,
:rulglktrhefomal géérogmenm which did result from
negotiations, superseding its predecessor,
ively constricted the possibilities for mean-
decolonisation.

The metamerphosis of Oslo’s withdrawal clause
into a three-staged redeployment, the scope of which
was subsequently left to Israel’s sole discretion by
the United States, is bur 2 case in point. And no
sooner did the ink on snch agreements dry than their
implementation, determined primarily by the gross
mbalanceofpowerbetwecnlsmelandthe?al-
estinians and removed from any form of internationa)
arbitration, ensured that, in the absence of an Istaeli
civil war or full-scale Arab-Israeli hostilities, Resolu-
tion 242 (to say nothing of UN resolutions which ac-
tually mention the Palestinian people) will remain ink
on paper — nothing more.

While Oslo has set back the canse of Palestinian
self-determination by ar least a peneration and has
failed to develop inte a process leading to a viable Is-
raeli-Palestinian permanent settlement. and is there-
fore in a seemingly permanent state of crisis, it
would be mistaken to conclude that its demise Is im-
minent. The revolutionary transfonmation in Israeli-
Palestinian relations initialed in the Nosrwegian cap-
ital was, ulumtely the prodoct of more significant
changes in the regional and international balance of
power, symbolised by the disintegration of the Soviet
Union and the establishment of American global heg-
emony, the Gulf crisis, and the bankropicy of the
PLO. As such, the Isrzeli-Palestinian arrangements
established in 1993 will more likely than not survive
in their fandamental respects so long as the current
regional and imernational orders prevail.

With the Palestinians mcapablc of challenging the
stams quo, Isracl refusing to offer a permanent sertie-
ment acceptabie to any Palestinian leadership intent
on surviving legitimately, and the United States hav-
:.;g made a strategic choice 10 substinrte the illnsions

for the requirements of peace, the current
impasse can continue for quite some time. More to
the point, what is today an impasse js likely to be-
come a permanent arrangement of 50rts, or rather a
pauem of relations sustained by and altimately de-
pendent upon the regional and international balance
of forces which produced it

In this scenario, both forther violence initiated by
various detractors.of the funcrional partition of the
Occupied Temitories, and farther normalisation
among its beneficiaries, are to be expected. A piece-
meal expansion of the territory under Palestinian Au-
thority rule, a unilateral and this time successful dec-
lamation of Palestinian statehood within these
enclaves (perbaps in doe conrse giving way 1o Jor-
danian supremacy in ot least the West Bank arabi-
stans), and Israeli ammexation of most of the Oc-
cupied Territories are developments which can all be
ens:]y contained within the corrent framework, even

if accompanied by periodic organised bloodletting.
While the possibility of full-scale hostilities leading
1o mass expulsions along the lines of 1948 and 1967
cannot be dismissed, of course, barring exreme de-
velopments, an Israeli politician proposing the re-
of Jabalia and the Nablus Qasaba is more
likely to be sent to a psychiatric ward than elected
prime minister.

Uliimately, the balance of power which has re-
snited in the formalisation of Palestnian dis-
possession must and will change . Indeed, there are
subtle indications that it is alrmdy doing so, and the
laiest crisis in Iraq suggests that the question of Pal-
estine continues 1o play a central role in regional pol-
ftics and retains a capacity to serve as a unifying fac-

id, not occupation

tor for the Arab world. Stronger yet, it appears 1o be
one among many calalysts for the re-ordering of re-
gional (and perhaps evenmally international) al-
lianees.

To simply conctude, however, that several million
Israclis can never succced in permanently lording it
over several hundred million Arabs, and that in view
of the cument desultory situarion any strategic change
is by definition welcome, would be disastrous. If the
conflict were merely one of numbers, Israel would
never bave been established, and bad situations fur-
thermore have a habit of geting worse. Rather, Pal-
estinians must seek to actively influence the im-
pending changes to their advantage, and in doing so
themselves propose (and no less importantly, pursne)
agendas which do not compromise their inalienable
rights. To continue to do otherwise is to remain on
the margins of others™ designs.

First and foremost, the Palestinian people must re-
establish a national framework, on sound democratic
and plaralistic foundatiogs, which can accommeodate,
or rather reunite, its increasingly disparate and ap-
athetic elements. Unless and until this cardinal chal-
lenge is effectively addressed, the remobilisation of
the Palestinians is a non-starter and internal strife a
constant threat, rendering other efforts futile and
doomed to failure.

Second, the strategic choices and parmerships made
dlumgthepastdemde need to be cntically reassessed

and appropriae conclusions drawn. The propaositions
that Palestine will be liberated by Saddam Hussein,
Uri Savir, or Dennis Ross have all been mied and
have all failed miserably. Rather, it was as the com-
mon cause of the Arab world, as the imemational
symbol of the struggle against dispossession and oc-
cuparion and for the right 1o exist, and as the resolt of
an interconnecting web of alliances the world over
that the claim for Palestinian self-determination be-
came jnternationally accepted and Israel a pariah
siate, While unprecedented access o the corridors of
power in Washington and London may be a welcome
addition, as a substimute it amounts to very little. Fur-
thermore, one nced only loock at the Zionist ex-
perience to conclude that the neglect of basic al-
liances founded upon shared interests reduces rather
than enhances the effeciveness of such access.

Finaily, Palestinians need 1w think imagmatively
abom the future. Statehood, which during the past dec-
ade has effectively displaced self-determination in of-
ficial Pelestinian parlance, is probably imminent but in
its present form ceriain to be meaningless as an ad-
equale response to the question of Palestine. Partition,
in faimess to the proponents of statehood (considered
one and the same). had much to recommend it be-
twean 1974 and 1994, but as a result of Oslo is no
longer a viable option. The reason for this is the in-
controvertible transformation of Israel and the oc-
cupied Palestinian temritories into a2 Mediterranean
Scuth Africa. A struggle against aparthetd (literally

", and alr&ndy the official agenda of
those partes represemed in the previous Israeli gov-
ernment) requires differemt stmeg;les. and differemt
resolutions, than a stroggle against mililary occupa-
tion, It is time thai these begin & be seriously con-
sidered.

The writer is a Ramallah-based Palestinian political
scientist, with numerous writings on Palestinian and
other Arab-Israeli issues.

—-2 GWM By Hani Shulln'allal.l_-_

* glaring is the fact that libel laws in

nection with iibel offences.

The total absurdity of libel laws in Egypt
stands exposed. And 5o do the limits of owr
own democratic resolve and convictions. Just
two years ago journslists were basking in the
ig:lory Oi;utlhiﬂr "l‘:ﬂrolc lgarﬂeforprus Freedom
or a year they fought the “in-
famons™ I.aw93andwon.0rd:§mthn:;r"

Lihel offences still carry prison sentences. Li-
bel law is so loosely worded thar a journalist,

"such as Gamal Fahmi, conld serve a prison teon

for what, in essence, is a value judgment. More
Egypt. both
in text and in practice, are strongly biaged in fa-
voor of the rich and powerful.  Libel offences
wn public figures camry heavier pemaltes
agumtpnvammnms—acompletere-
versal of logie and Jegal practice in democratic
couniies.
In practice, lbel i committed, unpnnished

"andevennnnonced,onadmlybamagmnst

hondreds of private cmzens.

glance at the crime, ﬁ-on f
ﬂ:cbulkofthenanomland t.psagcsﬁu?d

party pres
reveal. In Bgypr, as elscwhere, the law holds a

a cursory

What we paid for —

-condemned on the pages of ihe Egyptian

To The Editon

person accused of committing a crime innocent
until provep goilty in a court of law. In most
of the Egyptian press, however. the statement
of &n investigating officer, let alone the Intarior
Ministry. is sufficient proof to condemn scores
of citizens, even before they are formally
charged — unless,ufwmsc they happen w© be
sufficiently powerful poblic figures, whcr.h:r
that power is derived from wealh, position,
connections or apy combination thersof.

How many alleged criminals, ranging from
Islamist terrorists to Devil worshippers, are

press before they are formally charged, iried
or convicted? Choose any single year, and
count. I suspect the nvmbers will run to the
thousands.

The imprisonment of three journalists for libel
offences exposes the limits of the journalisis’
“victory” in dafending democratic liberties and
press freedom two years ago. And so does the
host of measures recenily adopted in the clamp-
down on “yellow journalism™. But both expose
the limits of the joornalists® own commitment to
democraric principles. We pay for what we pet.

Saluting EI-Gohari

Sir- Every Egyptian must be very proud and joyful afer the
overwhelminébv:::lnry recently attained by our national foot-
ball team in

be our last grear achizvement. whether i the field of sport
or elsewherz. Egyptians have always proved capable of con-
quering 1he impossible.

However, there is something which should not pass wn-
noticed in this regard. Just before the African Champion-
ship, our national team was defeated several times. Our
mass media, particularly the press, waged a severe cam-
pmgn against the team and Mahmoud El-Gohari, its coach,

m particujas. The man was accosed of being d:sioya] neg-
ligent, and unreliable and many asked him to step down. Is
this constructive and objective criticism? Wha if the na-
tional team lost the next match?

Dcslt:_\ite the unfair criticism, El-Gohari seems to be the
sort

d’Ivoire. The African Nations Cup won’t

of man who can lay solid foundations with the bricks

others throw at him. And such men are certain 10 succead,
Indeed, 2 person whose only business in life is to belittle
orhmlsonlyuymgmcmummdownloh:ssme Anyway,
you can’t stop others from criticising you but you can make
them appear silly for doing it. That is exactly what El-
Gohari did.

Essam Hapna Wahba

Assint
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Romping

The Bolshoi Ballet of Russia. Don
Quixote. Conductar Algis Jiouraitis.
Main Hall, Cairo Opera House, 19
March. :

This Don did not flow quietly, it ran
along rowdy, happy and noisy, and in
Spain it was not. We never weat to
Spain, we stayed in Russia. It was the
Don that had gone away. Visually. as
so often with Russian decor, we were
in Hollywood's land of Oz, with Judy
Garland about 10 appear over the rain-
bow. She didn’t — a pity. she would
have livened things up a bit.

The dance is supposedly the most
direct way for the buman creature to
artain liberation. And perhaps the
Russian invasion of Barcelona in-
spired Quixole to dance away over
the hills, leaving his alter ego behind.
He, fortunately. tummed out to be a
splendid, heftily proponioned lay fig-

ure,

And so the dancers of the Bolshoi
ook over, washing away the Donina
flood of movement which relegated
the poor creature to that of a flood
victim for the rest of the evening.

But what a floed, what power. The
entire show of Dom Quixote is a
sleight of hand, almost a Broadway
musical. “You're the best — we
throw you on, light vou up, speed the
whole thing to prestissimo and the
est is dunce.™ It’s like old Iralian op-
era. stand and deliver, give "em voice.

The Bolshoi is pive "em body. This
never fails because Russians are Rus-
sians. No other people have such
naive trust in the absolute honestly of
this down-to-bedrock approach. Soul
— you get soul. Virtuosity — you get
it suraight with no frilis. Their piano
playing is like their dancing, the
whole works. It is desperately hard la-
bour 1o be a Russian anist of the then-
tre. That is why wiwen they started to
fly Iree they overwhelmed what is
lelt of the West and its flight into hy-
perbolic fechnology. Russians are for
neal,

There was no need to open the
eramme of this Don excep;t o ml:lktt

Cinema

sure you could identify the particular
dancers in the flood as they shot past
like comets,

They bring purity of purpose to an
exalied level, difficult for any mere
mortals to achieve. The Bolshoi goes
through the strange remnants of the
Don Quixote story, never allowing a
sidelong glance at plot or production.
Things are supposed o occur in the
story, there are mimed shreds of plot
going on in the back row. In Act I the
entire woupe, mostly blond, moestly
very tall, and about as Latin as people
in a Finnish marketplace, gave a spec-
tacular showing of the entire classical
movements of ballet.

When you have finished raving

_about the women, you can start on the

men. Men are men and women are
women here. This is both affecting
and comfortable on stage. This long
bailet is homely. there are plenty of
children around, excited and deep in
the stream — the Don has been swept
downstream and out of sight.

The ballet version of Don Quixote
is less expressive than the operatic
one in French to music by Jules Mas-
senet, written for the supreme Rus-
sian bass Feodor Chaliapin. Due to its
success, the ballet was recreated but
is less adaptable to the theatre than
the sung version.

Marius Petipa arranged it from the
Cervantes novel and it was given first
at the Bolshol in (869. The music by
Minkus is a cross which the ballet
must bear. The Minkus score is
danceable but makes for a very dusty
listen. After ram tam tam and a bash
from the bass you must make do with
the dancers. And the dancers sent the
creaking old score. storv and pro-
duction into realms of art and pas-
sion. Tchaikovsky did wonders for
dancers. Minkns tries to drown them,
but not the Bolshoi. The whole com-
pany stayed afloat except Don Quix-
ofe,

Herom Kitri wanis the hero, the lo-
cal barber. Basil. from a Barcelona
suburb. But all the other available
males, knights and fairies, converge

vpon Kitri. She keeps her balance,
both as dancer, in endless turns and
twists, and as the future bride of the
barber.

There are mock suicides, duels, and
all the empty rhetoric of romantic bal-
let. All these situations are bleak and
repetitive, so it rests with the Bolshoi
to cope with them. This is achieved
by tuming the entire prodoction into
non-siop divertissement Ome group
comes, black and scarlet gypsies, then
goes. Another, blue gypsies; mat-
adors flash about and the clothes go
Spanish, sometimes beautiful, some-
times mediocre.

After Kitri and Basil have had
enough of knights and monsters they
take flight and di . The Don,
prosirate, moves into Act [L By this
time, no one notices the story because
the dancing, quite abstract classical,
has become more and more brilliant.
Cohorts of more gypsies and then
Dulcinea, a fairy impostor of Kitr,
provokes the charging of windmills.
Everything becomes irrational and
the cunain descends on Act IL, which
is BAnished, and the audience, natural-
ly, unable to make any sense of the
story. stands up and begins leaving —
for good.

On reaching the exit doors of the
Opera House, they were met by the
entire staff who refused to let them
out. "One more act 1o go,” they shout-
ed. Consternation, and back to the
knights and fairies. The toffs returned
to their seats, and Don Quixote, rath-
er shaken. moved in to Act ITL

Unless you are a balletomane, Don
Quixote is sure to send you straight to
dance theatre. But the Bolshoi prob-
ably knows just how moch an audi-
ence can take of the arrangement, and
so we moved straight into the mar-
riage rites of Kitri and Basil.

This part of the ballet means busi-
ness. As the dancers move excitedly
around into positions of attack and
defence and the high classicism be-
comes as formal as ap army ma-
noeuvre, the excitement fizzes.

Due w canceliations and date

round the Don

David
Blake joins
the body

foquog jueys ‘ojoyd

changes, correct assessment of the
stars mray be variable, but it seems, as
the stage opens out for ultimate ac-
tion, that we are watching Semi-
zorova as Kitd and Ouvarov as her
boyiriend Basil. These two dancers
are quite destructively handsome.
Caol, august and steely, equal to the
highest tests and dangers of the for-
tissimo classic ballet pas de deux.
This is the moment of their splendour,
onxd they deliver it to the andience
which is, rightly, stunped. One does
not see much of this in a lifetime.

Semizorova is almost too tall for a
ballerina assolata but not quite —
her height and dazzles all
she touches ber. grandes jeufs
and mmns are electric because of her
physique. Ouvarov maiches ber com-
pletely: he is tall, a black knight, to-
tally alluring, with sirength to match
and musicality. All one can do is feel
complishments, which stand for tradi-
ton and devotion. When such of-
ferings are made, it is fotile to
discuss decor and production. The
great classicals are their own com-
plete justification and their splendour
outlasts even the theatres in which
they dance.

A few years ago, the production of
Don Quixote, done by the Cairo Op-
era Baller Cornpany, offered a differ-
ent, warmer version. Without the
endless resources of the Bolshoi, they
nevertheless took the narrative to the
brink — are the wild, wonderfol
dreams of the vuinerable aged able w0
withstand the battery they receive
from the young or are they both part
of the same mirage? Questions, not
answers. After this Bolshoi per
formance, as the crowd fillered ont
into the heavy dust of the khamasin,
a tali, handsome woman, in a sable
coloured vicuna coat screamed — 2
man astride a large black stllion
flourishing a sword was charging

‘nearby. up the Lill, to the exit of the

uiumphal arch of the operaz Don
Quixote, escaping for the night into
the fog of Cairo, sane at last.

Two, though
not for tea

Nadia El-Guindi’s latest film may well give the audience
a sense of déja vu, writes Khairiya El-Bishlawi

motive of wanting 1o rescue

There is little thyme or

in an old church in Je-

Few Epyptinn [ilms  have
tackled the Arab-Incieli con-
flict in a direct way, and fow-
er stll have attempted an ob-
jecuve analvsis. This said, it
Temains  unsurprsing  that
producer and actress Nadia
El-Guindi, who represents
Egyptian citema at its most
crudely commercial, shouid
do not ome bul two films
bazed on the conflict — Mu-
hima Fi Tull Abib (Mission in
Tel Aviv; 1992) and 48 Saz
Fi Israil (48 Hours in Israel;
1998). Both [ilms focus on
espionage and glorify E;
tian state intelligence and its
victories over the Mossad,
Despite having different au-
thors — screenplay  writer
Bashir El-Deek in the First
and Bassiouni Othman in the
second — the two films over-
lap in virmaily every aspecl.
in the first film, the heroine
(Nadia El-Guindi) is em-
bittered agaimst the regime
which dismissed her diplomat
father after the revolution and

which caused her pilot hus-
band's death. When she [caves
her child and travels to Paris,
she is recruited by 2 Mossad
agent 1Said Abdei-Ghani). In
the second film, the beroine
(aiso Nadia El-Guindi) is also
embittered by her husband's
and her nts' death in the
1956 Suez War. In bath cases,
then, this iﬁ; widow who
avenges grievances
against her country by of
fering sexual favours in return
for vital information to be giv-
en to the enety.

In both films, the woman
undergoes a  transformation
from_spy-vamp w0 rebom na-
tonalist mtent on atoning for

sins.

Both films wind up with the
Nuodia El-Guindi charocter

orming beroic acts on be-
half of the homeland. In “Mis-
sion in Tel Aviv™ the her
oine's motive is to make her
son as proud of her as be is of
his father: in "8 Hours in Is-
rael” she has the additional

her brother from the Israelis
and thus consents to go © Is-
rael. Nadia El-Guindi suc-
ceeds not only in her na-
lionalist missions on the
Egyptian front, but also in
convincing a forgiving andi-
ence that she is a beautiful
voung woman, with (ithe
Limbs.

The two films are directed
in such 2 way as to allow Na-
dia El-Guindi to appear in fuil
make-up and dressed up to the
nines regardless of the sima-
tion. She moves through her
role as if she is a poster ag-
vertisement for a make-up
brand and star designer bou-
tique. In both films El-Guindi
has maxde sure W put in an ap-
pearance in her umdarwear
and ensured a fully made-up
dip in a foam bath — all re-
gardless of how appropriate
the siwation. She seems also
to have had her writers weave
in song and damce scenss,
azqin regardless of her talents.

rea-
son to the Alm beyond it be-
ing the vehicle for an aging
sex symbol. And what makes
the Nadia El-Guindi character
such a successful spy is her
skill in things sexual. This
prerequisitc on the part of
Nadia El-Guindi, in tum, cor-
rodes the differences between
one screenplay writer and the
other. In the dapce scenes,
therefore, and regardless of
the screenplay writer, the con-
frontation  betweer  con-
tending forces is put on bold
until the enticing dance ends.
The jal success of
b iy

y on -
rector's ability to control tone

and the demanded by
the cardinal themes of sedac-
tion and of

bullets in streets. As for the
writers, it is interesting o
note the use to which they put
Ambkandﬂmainwgl
as religious e
ﬁmﬁhl?n.amof:hecloth

" seats throughou

msalem belps the heroine,
while in the second the her-
oine seeks the help of Greek
monks to hide an i

intelli agent, with the
result that the Greek monks
end up shooting Mossad

agents.
Spirit of place is success- .

fully mvoked in both fiims.
In the firsi. Fayrouz® somg
Al-Quds Al-Afiga (Ancient
Jerusalem) appears in vari-
ous renditions. In the second
film, the lyric Ya Aghla Ism
Fil-Wugoud Ya Masr (O,
Most Precious Name in Ex-
istence, Egypt), serves to
heighien the heroine's na-
tiopalism and provides her
with strength to face her tor-
turers. In any .case, the fie-
qoent shifis in setting, and
the fact that the camera goes
places, helps keep’ uo-
tavelled viewers in their
; t thess two
duplicated Nadia E-Guindi
Alm exploits.
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Around the galleries
GALLERY Two at the Arts Cen-
tre in Zamalek is given over to an
exhibition of scul by Mo-
hamed El-Alswi under the col.
leciive tide “Formations Below
Zeso™. These reveal a flination
with vism evidenced in the
plant and bird symbols, as well ag
in terra colta textures of his works
. Exhibition space at Al
is occupied by the first exhibigen
- of oil paintings by Fawzia Haw.-
was, upder the title Bean.-
tifies Itself”. Streets have beep
emptied of pedestrians, ‘poliutioy
wmhmqofandnannemgmm_
vigneties o life which shoyw
a degree of technical accomplish
Mohamed El-Alawi ) Rammbymsmﬂmhi
VA .- e
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Communicalive pialls’ Mawa Anis”.

It bas 10 be said at the outset that Egyptisns must be
grateful to the American University in Cairo for in-
viting Habermas to lecture in Sarely it is not
the fault of the AUC thar there seems to be no na-

tional academy at present interested in engaging

leading world intellectuals and thinkers in a cross-
cuirural dialogue. Hence, if one laments the fact that
Habermas came to Cairo and left without being ex-
posed to the constituency that would have most ben-
;ﬁl}eélﬁommmencounter.ﬂﬁsisnotthefmkofthe
Having said that, I ymst admit that the overriding
thought 1 had while listening to the two lectures he
gave at the AUC was that there had been a more pro-
pitious oppormunity for both Habermas and those in
this country who are interested m his work, and in
social theory in geperal, to engage in more com-
petent communjcalive action. -0
Habermas himself seemed slightly fll-at-case with
his listeners, especially during his first lecture. Per-
bapshedmf;ltthmmeposn'biliﬁesformis-_
understanding were so great, given his perception of
the background conditions. that be had to be carcful
in ways that would be unnecessary had he been lec-
taring in Germany, or elsewhere in the West..

His first lecture was entitled: “Learning through
disaster- reflections on the short 20th cenuyy.” Cer-
tainly there was something odd abont the fact that,
given the disaster in question was the ascendancy of
Hitler and its resultant catastrophes, the two terms
Habermas scemed 1o be deliberately avoiding were
“the Jews" and “the holocaust™. N
This in itself constitwted a major problem, an im-

possible situation, for he was an intellectunal trying to -

say what he has always. said. and what he is known

always io have believed, but not.quite, saying -it;-eis..

Lo ot

ther out of politeness or oot of a desire to avoid pos-
sible confrontation. - -~ - 0T 0. L
A great amount of car® was mvested io ‘the ‘in-
vention of an alternative vocabulary: “ethnic minor-
ity™ was made to stand in for the word “Jews™; “the
newly formed state of Israel”. for the sopposed “in-
dependence of Israel”, and so on. Perhaps Habermas

felt that whilsl in Germany, or indeed in.Isracl, it .

would be obvious to single ont the holocaust as the’
most catastrophic event of the 20th centary; to do =0
in the Arab world, where the price of atoning for the
holocanst has been the dispossession of millions of
Palestinian Arabs, might be 2 bit risky.

If that realisation was the reason behind the awk-
ward atm that throughout Ha-
bermas’ . first lecture then perbaps this is not too bad.
One suspects, though. that the problem was musch
deeper than that. Indeed. Habermas opeped his- lec-
ture by acknowledging a degree of Euro-ceatrism in
what he was going to say, and the whole lecture was
imterspersed with occasional niceties about how in-

The making of an icon

Samira Moussa has been with vs of late. She has been.
with us courtesy of the joint Intemmational Women's
Day and Mothers® Day celebrations. To_mark this
double-bill occasion. the General Orgenisation for
Colmral Palaces organised a one-day, all-purpose
event {22 March) at Samira Moussa’s native village,
Sunbu in the Delta The event included 2 seminar

about the nuclear physicist, the laying of the founda-.

tion stone of a Samira Moussa CuYural Palace, the in-
auguraiion of an art exhibition by women from the re-
gion and a playrpelfonned by school pupils centred
around the life of Moussa and other pioneering wom-
en. So, it's Samira Moussa as feminist icon. .

It has been impending for a few decades, this “icon-
isation” of Samira Moussa, whether feminist or oth-
erwise. On and off since ber death in 1952, she has
been floated in different discourses and coatexts nnder
a variety of guises, h non : il
into a definitive icon. And it has 1o be said that Samira
Moussa’s story, pared

At primary schoot in Sunbe, Moussa (b 1917) was
sported as an owistanding pupil when her 1eacher dis-
covered that she could recite verbatim zn obituary of
nalionalist laader Saad Zaghloul she had read m a
newspaper. Her father, a landowner, tock the teacher’s
advice to place Samira in a Cairo school, and moved
with the whole family 10 the capital. There, Samira
was enrolled at the Al-Ashraf Girls” School founded
by feminist and Nabawiya Moussa. In sec-

ondary school., dissatisfied with the algebra textbook, -

she wrote up her own and disiributed it among her
classmates. Two years before gradvation, she asked
her father to transfer hq'BloNa:;:hq s;l;ool as Al-
Ashraf has no laboratory. but wiya Moussa, anx-
jous to keep this ace pupil. had a laboratory installed
for her.

In between Ime-playing and lterary readings, Sa-__'ﬁlg:phmmm oy

mira Monssa graduarted as the top pupil in the country
in the high school certificapethat year, and joined
Fouad 1 (fater Cairo) University's Faculty of Science
(Physics Department), where the dean was.emiment
mathematician and public figure AhMus@fg _Mu—-
sharafa. . -
Appointed junior lecturer on ‘Samira

gradusation, i
M he ter's thesis. Her PhD scholar- .
oussa wrote her mas e 0 d
d (Bed-

ship 1o the UK was
World War and she finally travelied to Engian -
ford College, University of Londop) in 1947 and com-
pleted a thesis on the of X-rays. On her re-

turn to Egypt she took np university wnchmgand also
assigned herself visits to Qasr Bl-Aini Hospital to con-
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than the first It ook
place in a smaller hall
and Habermas himself
seemed far more re-
laxed, and was thus
able to charm his an-
dience with various
wrns of phrase and
wimicisms. Also, the
title of the lecture was
less problemaric:
“Theory and Praxis
Revisited”. Theory

and Praciice being
the title of a well-
mown book of his
which appeared in
English in 1973, so
everybody was on
more or less familiar

ground.
The theory and
praxis question, or

how theory can be
ransformed into re-
ality, has been the
subject of debate
since Plato and Aris-
totle, and Habermas
delivered z brilliam
lecture mapping the
itinerary of the debate
from that time (o the
preseni  day. But
again, whenever he

timidating it was to speak in the shadow of the Pyr- |

amids and sbout the longevity of Eastern civiliza-
tions and the rich spiritual dimensions of these civ-

But did he feel that he confronted an audiepce that
solved problems by means other thae a common ap-
peal to the shared tenets of reason which his theory
of communicative rationality advocates. an audience

- inclined to resort to extra-rationa] anthorities, such as

religious ones, for example? Habermas® theory, a
characteristically [iheral one, states, afier all, that
modemnity and rationality are interlinked ar every lev-
el. If you are confropted wiik an andience that, sup-
posedly, resolves arguments by not so rational

came a2 founding member of *The Commitiee for Pro-
tection from Atomic Bombs™. In 1952 she accepied an
invitation to visit the US in the context of an inter-
national ¢xchange of muclear physicists,
part of which was to take place in California. It was in
mid-Augusi 1952 in California that she had the fawml
accident when the car she was in fell off a cliff.

Allegations of foul play mooted in newspapers ar
the thme were not investigated — because, suggests
her brother, the revolution was still-in its infancy and
pot particularly keen on ing an investigation
that could cans):r a diplomatic erisis with the US.'g

For a while, Samira Moussa would fade from of-
ficial memory, emerging sporadically as a sub-plot in
the rewritien story of her dean Mustafa Musharafa (d
1950). An undoubtedly multi-talented man and pro-
lific researcher who studied philosophy befors tuming

_to scieace, Musharafa Pasha is recast in the lare "50s

and carly "60s5 — -
via the tide of na- .
tional pride and

as. a renaissance .
all-rounder, o |

entist, anti-
monarchist, suc-
cessfid i the face

of Briish co-
lonial opposition
and, ulgmately,

whereupon he is
eulogised by Ein-
winea by Tl %

0 com-

" Portralt of Samira Monssa by Chant Avedissian

had anything negative
10 say concerning religion or even metaphysical
thought, he felt obliged 10 explain that “religion
proper” differed from its various realisations, and
even qualified some of his statements by saying “per-
haps one should say quasi-religions formnlations.™ It
was as if, as the friend sitting next to me noted, he
felt be was lecturing at the Vatican.

And It was this exma-cauton not 10 offend, or
more bluntly put, the presupposition. on Habermas®
part. that we were evangelical priests. that deprived
us all from having a more communicatively com-
peient rapport Once you believe you are m the Vat-
ican It does not marter if yon are wedded lo scientific
protocols and habits of thought, it does not mauter if

vou tbink that the generalised and social acceptance
of these is the key 10 historical development, for the
doctrine of Papal infallibility will inevitably appear.
and appear, necessarily, as archaic, pre-modem. su-
perstitious, and thoroughly nonszasical. No mateer
how much respect you bhave for religion. this is not
going to change. And while theoretically one can
separaie the two areas, the price of this is in-
coherence: one set of rules, bur all sons of areas
where they do not apply... arcas such as religion.
*Egvpt” etc.

Etiquete books say that you must not discuss re-
ligion or politics at dinner pariies. Was Habermas ad-
vised similarly: no religion or politics in Egypt, the
natives are volatile? If this was the case, it was bad
advice. For a philosopher. especially a political and
social philosopher, it is difficult to avoid religion and
politics. especially when religion is, or is becoming.
an expression of politics. It is the no-go areas that
tend to include most things of interest; and “com-
numication™ tends to ger fatally distorted as a result
of these evasions. So was it a “social® visit after all?

Even if it were s0, it is a shame that Habermas did
not give, as it were, an “autobiographical” lecture. Of
course I do not mear autobiographical in the sense
thal he tell us personal anecdotes, but it would have
been very imeresting to hear from Habermas why he
felt it important to try and clarify cenain questions
early on. What animated him? Why did he want to
think as a career? It would have been very inter-
esting 10 hear someone asking him. as indeed be was
asked in other Western counrries, if be could talk
about his relation to German-ness, Germany and how
he thought he stood in relation to the previous gen-
erations. Is be an heir, a rebel, an Oedipal son, an
outcast?

Personally 1 would have liked to ask him simple
questions such as: what was Adomo “really like™ or
Lukaes; what did you think abour Karl Papper? Did
yon ever meet Bertrand Russell?

And on a2 more pertinent Ievel 10 this pant of the
world, | would have wanted to see people discussing
withn him the Germany-Zionism-Holocaust-
Palestinian imbroglio. Bui then these were the no-go
areas, and jt would have been rude 1o try and impose
on 2 senior philosopher. who is also very charming,
qu&gllions that he bad been trying so painfully 1o
avo

I stll believe, though, that engacing with Ha-
bermas in an intellectual debate, free of all re-
strictions. would bave been a worthwhile endeavour,
both for him and for us, had the whole basiness been
a more relaxed one. After all Chomsky found his di-
alogue with the [slamists in Cairo one of the most
stimulating events of his visit, but perhaps this is be-
cause Chomsky was willing 1o venture into avenues
unthinkable for Habermas.

Hala Halim examines the curious tales that have surrounded
Samira Moussa, nuclear physicist, and much more besides

gender; Musharafa threatened to resign if the appoint-
ment did not go through, according to this story. and
she became the first female junior lecturer ip the Fa-
culty of Science. (The same staff member of the Fa-
culty of Science who was one generation younger than
Moussa recalls that there were women lecturers in var-
ious departments at the time.) Thus dove-tailed, Mu-
sharafs and Moussa emerpe occasionally as potential
national icons among scientists, particularly in articles
written by Saleh Mursi, the late Jobn Le Camé of

E%aﬂeged. assassinations of the two scientists, of
course, fit in with a number of Mossad assassinations
of Iragi nuclear physicists, and an Egyptian scientist,
El-Mashad, who worked on the Iragi nuclear pro-
gramme. In 3 sense, then, served as a statement that
Egypt had been developing nuclear capabilities ear-
lier. Then there was late President Sadat’s decision in
1931 to confer on Sa-
mira Moussa the Memit
Award of Sciences and
Arts, a move, perhaps
prompted by the need
1o mject a finle lusre
into the flagging na-
tonal pride.

Then there was the
TV rendition of the
Samira Moussa story
in the form of a serial
where the nuelex
physicist was played

Madiha Hamdi.
Here. remembers her
niece Hala Hashish, an
accountant, Moussa's
father was represented
as an illiteraic peasant,
opposed 1o her ac-
ademic ambitions and

the

of Musharafa’s death omits his
title as “Pasha”™ and .is subtitled “Scientific Leader in
the Arab Eost™. (Musharafa, recalled a student of his
who asked to remain apohymons, had a brain tumoarr;
thé same articles tha: speak of British oppositionto
Musharafz malke sure to anderline his great academic

-and social suceess.while a student in England.) Bat
.where is Samjra Monssg in the rewritlen Musharafa

Darrative?

- "When Samira Meussa graduated with honours from
- the Faculty of Science, it i5 said, there was opposition

1o -her appointment as junior lecrurer on grounds of

L3

i intent on mamrying off
the girl. Both Hashish and Moussa’s brother Maher in-
sist that the father was literate and that there conld be
no greater testimony 1o his support of Samira’s ac-
ademic career than the fact that he sold the plot of
land he owned and moved with the entire family 10
Cairo. Indeed, Samira Moussa's father, rather than be-
ing the uprooted, grumbling pater familias. later ac-
quired a hotel in downtowm Cairo. .

Hashish also takes issue with another media spin on
ber aumt’s story: it has been claimed, she says, that Sa-
mira Moussa’s interest in treatment of cancer palients
was prompted by her own mother's death of cancer —

for all the world as if scientific curiosity and research
need o follow autobiographical cause and effect. “My
grandmother omlived my aunt; and it was the shock
of my auot’s death that hastened her own death,™ says
Hashish.

A liberation of sorts of Samira Moussa has recently
come in the form of a stencilled monoprint by Chant
Avedissian exhibited at the Britzsh Council earlier this
month on the occasion of International Women's Day.
Part of an on-going project of depictions of Egyptian
icons of the *50s and "60s (the decades of the artist’s
childhood and adolescence), Avedijssian claims that
this particular drawing was prompted exclusively by
the fact that Samira Moussa “as the first Egyptian
woman nuclear physicist™ is limle known. and de-
serves to be inuwoduced 10 the general public, hence
his baving written her name on the drawing. Av-
edissian says he first read abom Samira Moussa in a
book entitled Ashiar Hawadith (Famous Accidents)
where the nuclear physicist features among singer As-
mahan and Marilyn Monroe. He says he alludes 1o the
mystery of Samira Moussa's fatal car accident in the
black wheels placed in the background of the draw-
ing. Bul given the exaggeratedly "50s look of the
drawing, this work can well be read as a commentary
on the natrre of “iconisation™, whether in a self-
reflexive impulse on the part of the artist or as a play-
fal deconsruction of social realist depictions.

The integrity and outstanding quality of Samira
Mounssa's scientfic achicvements remain 1o be ex-
plored. Meanwhile. did Samira Moussa really become
a faminist icon in last Sunday’s celebration m her na-
tive village? Down the allev between two schools, a
primary one and a secondary Samira Moussa School,
there were lile patches of uncoordinated festivity,
There was a particularly cheery folklorc troupe
warming up before the arrival of the governor. Al the
end of the alicy there were two rows of boys dressed
as scouts and holding sticks in a make-shift cordoned
aisle leading to nothing in particular and beyond them
was a fire-brigade van. there. one suspected, lest
sorneone make an incendiary speech. There was a
military band ar the Samira Monssa School, afier
which the pupils pave a dramatisaiion of her life
where a young girl in a lab coat, standing in front of a
door marked Laboratory, declaimed: “We lay our life
down for the homeland™. In the school Library xe-
roxed brochures prepared by the teachers of the Sa-
mira Moussa Schoo! for International Women's Day
cited ten commandments given by an unnamed -— and
presumably generic — mother 10 her daughier on her
wedding day. the fast commandment being “total obe-
dience to your husband™.

Plain “Jaté

1 was very happy 1o par-
ticipate in the Intematonal
Literatwre  Conference or-
ganised by the Brtish
Council. together with Cai-
ro and Ain Shams Uni-
versities, The topic was
*The Ambs and Britain:
Changes and Exchanges.”

In anendance were a
number of academics {from
the two organising uni-
versities, the  Australian
poet Anne Fairbaim and
the young Lebanese-British
writer Tony Hanania who,
ot the age of 24. produced
his first novel. greeted with
great acclaim in 1997 and
which is now being made
imo a film. Tony has jusi
finished his second novel
Unreal Cinv. Abo  ai-
tending was the Egyptian
oovelist Ahdaf Soueif.

Anne Fairbaim read a
long poem. “Two Gardens
in Caire”™, which she ded-
icated 10 Nagwib Mahfouz,
while Hanania gave read-
inas from his lwa novels.

Among the subjects cov-
ered by distunguished
speakers were Richard
Burton's Pilgrimuge to al-
Medinah und Meccah,
Lady Duff Gordon's Ler-
ters From Egvpr, Wilfred
Thesinger’'s  Arabian
Sands, opether with the
work  of contemporary
writers such as Penelope
Lively.

Discussions were lively,
interesting and informative
and 1 partcularly ap-
preciated the readings giv-
en by the poets and novel-
ists. Amb-British refations
always seem to be de-
scribed in love-hate terms.
A great many British writ-
ers have produced works
about Arabia. Certainly the
desert has, for centuries,
exercised an intense fas-
cination: one need think
only of Byron's Childe
Harold: “Oh! That the
desert were my dwelling
place/With one fair spirit
for my minister/That 1
might all forget the human
race”.

In the interesting volume
Heart Beguiled Araby,

Kathryn Tidrick addresses
what she terms the English
romance with Arabia. The
tile of her book is drawn
from a Walter de la Mare
poem: “Wails the wind
from star to stary/Rock the
lond waves their dirge; and
see/Through foam and
wreek a boat drifts back:/
Ah:. heart beguiling Ara-

The foreword 10 Ti-
drick’s book is by Albert
Hourani. He explains the
complexities of the way in
which the English viewed
the Arab world, the myths
they constructed, foremost
ameong them being that the
nomads of the Arabian
desert were a pure race,
possessing qualities which
they lose only “through de-
moralising contacis with
the manners of others.™

Independence. simplicity,
nobility and honour were
attributed (0 nomadic Arab
peoples. And it was pre-
cisely because of these at-
tributes, Howrani arpues,
that so many English writ-
ers were able 10 perceive a
nawral affinity berween
themselves and Arabs, and
believe themselves capable
of ruling Arabs easily, just-
ly and without unduly dis-
turbing Arab society.

This illusion of intimacy
and understanding “was
the product of inequality of
power. It has been said that
defeal is a more profound
experience than victory:
Jjust so. those who lie under
the power of another are al-
ways conscious of jt. while
those who possess power
may be unaware of n. For
them 2 reladon of power
¢an be magically traps-
formed into one of love;
rule appears 1o be dom-
inance without tears.”

Hourani believes that the
appearance of harmony
and affection can have a
fragile reality until the
power that lies at the base
of it Is challenged.

One may or may not
agree with this. L per-
sonally, have met many
wue and genuine people
during my long stay in
England, Stuangely. ! never
encountered  the  pa-
tronising animde so often
atmiboted to the English.
And centainly, there is Little
doubt in my mind tha Eng-
lish titerature has produced
several superb books about
the Arab world, both in the
form of fiction and of me-
meirs. | was particularly
pleased 1o see that one of
my favourite wrilers on
Egypt. P H Newby, was
the subject of a paper titled
“Liberal Humanism in P H
Newby's Egyptian Tril-
ogy.”

Mursi Saad Ei-Din
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Living In a shoe

In more than one respect, the informal settle-
ment of Al-Hutiya in Agouza is. on a small
scale, a typical exampie of old informal seitle-
mients in Cairo. Last week, the Centre for So-
ciological and Criminologicsl Studies organ-
ised a conference on informal settlements,
attended by Minister of Social Affairs Mervat
Tellawi and Giza Governor Maber El-Guindi
Al-Hutiya was presented and discussed as a de-
tailed case study. The study was caried out by
a rask force under the superviston of Mahmoud
Ei-Kurdl, director of urban studies at the centre.

Al-Hutiva covers two square kilometres
which encroach on property belonging to the
Ministry of Religious Endowments. It is a
mixed residential/commercial settlement, ex-
plained El-Kurdi, including apartment build-
ings, shops and a number of mud huts as well

"as nine empty lots. Its population, rural in or-
igin. eams less than LE200 a month on
and settled on this formerly agricultural land
more than half a century ago. One third of the
Fumilies are headed by women who, like the
men. make their living in the vicinity.

This particular research project could serve as
inspiration for more general studies of the 561
shanty wowns across Egypt. Nadia Salem. pro-
fessor of economics at Zagaziq University
pointed out the need for the creation of a central
database for the many studies independently
completed by different govemmental and non-
governmental isations on the subject. in
order to avoid duplication and the wasting of

Informal settlements are a plague for urban
planners; but how do the inhabitants them-
seives feel? A case study provides re-
- searchers and officials with food. for thought,

as Fayza Hassan discovered

valuable resources and time. Maps and figures
should be made readily available to provide the
concerned authorities with a complete picture,
she suggested.

Recognising that informal settlements are a
global phenomenon, Suhair Ludfi, director of
the centre, posed a number of questions which,
she said, had to be sericusly addressed before
embarking on an overall plan to remove or up-
grade the areas which have developed
hozardly over the years, due to the lack of af-
fordable accommodation for citizens living
below the poverty line. First, she emphasised, it
is necessary 10 examine the interaction between
this type of environment and its inhabitants.
Are the inhabitants of informal settlements
aware of their problems? Do they perceive
them in the same way as social scientists do?
Would the govemment be willng and able to
intervene positively to improve living condi-
tions, or should this kind of intervention be left
to NGOs? And, finally. do informal sentlements
contribute to forming the social groups that in-
habit them, or vice- versa?

El-Guindi commented that it was impassible
to establish clear-cut policies, as each area has
specific problems. Each case must be stodied
individually and decisions made according to
the particular circumstances of every seitle-
ment. In the case of Al-Hutiya, upgrading
seems to be the answer. he noted, in view of the
fact that the major pant of the infrastrrcture is in
place, a pumber of buildings are not sab-
standard, and most of the breadwinners work
near their dwellings. Relocating them would
serve no tical purpose aod would pot im-
prave their economic condition.

According to Minister of Social Affairs Mer-
vat Tellawi, 12 million Egyptian citizens live in
some sort of informal settlement I a decision
is made to move the inhabitants of some or all
of these areas, and to relocate them in new sat-
ellite cities, the vacated land should not be sold
to developers in the large cities, but rather
transformed into green aress. In Turkey, she
explained, the army was once employed to
build new cities and the dwellers of shanty
towns moved there by force. “This is not the

way we want to do it here,” she emphasgised.
Rather, incentives should be created and help
must be exiended if le are to find efforts to
improve their quality of life worthwhile. This
iy be achieved either by improving their ex-
isting environment, or by moving to a different
one. Before thinking of uprooting the popula-
tion of entirc settlements however, said Tel-
lawi, there should be satellite cities ready to
services. Young people have been keen on set-
tling in Sinai because they have found a betfer

cheap flats available,” she exclaimed. The time
it would take the dwellers of these new flats to
reach their place of work and the high cost of
transportation are very powerful deterrents.
Many people have refused to inke possession of
new ts when these are far from their
place of work, or have abandoned them, pre-
ferring to settle in a shanty town within the city.
Satellite cities have to be real cities, with all the
amenities and opportunities that will induce
people to settle and put down roots. They must
offer clear advantages over old ways of living.

Participants recommended that the problem
of informal setlemenis be addressed without
delay and practical solutions found to improve
tke quality of life in shanty towns, which are
widely perceived to represent the most com-
mon breeding grounds for criminals, drag traf-
fickers and tezrotsts.

By the rod

Skirmishes among school students have been in the
news recently, and efforts to combat corporal pun-
ishment have opened a wide-ranging debate on vi-
olence in schools — but also in society at large. Gihan
Shahine follows the battle in progress

Apart from the occastonal fistfight
in the playground, violeace is not the
first word most people would as-
sociate with education. But a school,
after all, is something of a social mi-
crocosm. Violence is a concemn for
society at large, and schools are not
exempted. Early this month, stu-
dents pitched Molotov cocktails into
a neighbouring school; last year, the
discovery that some teachers were
resorting to corporal punishment, de-
spite a clear ban from the Ministry
of Education, was making headlines.
“Aggression ir schools only reflects
increased violence and low moral
standards in society as a whole,”
vomments veweran educatooalist
Hurmed Amumar,

While the students® battle gave rise
to comments on issues from de-
linquency to unemployment. the cor-
poral punishmem debate, still rag-
g, has brought the educational
wysiem as a whole into the limelight
Officials at the Ministry of Educa-
tion admit that incidents of abuse
have been reported. but assert that.
despile a recent increase in the num-
ber of such incidents, it is not pos-
sible to speak of a “phenomenon™.

One of the more potentially ex-
plosive issues currently being dis-
cussed is the glaring inequality be-
tween public and private schools. In
public schools, weachers often have
ta deal with 100 students per class
— and the disciplinary problems
that thix entails. In private schools.
un the other hund. parents pay high
{ees — and expect their children o
be wreated accordingly. But this is
not necessirdly the case, i
to Ghada Helmi. an English teacher
and a concemed mother. “Students
are punished physically, even in pri-
vilte schools.™ she says. Alfter a
teacher heat a student during a

from the Ministry of Education as-
serting the complete prohibition of
any form of corporal punishment.
Hussein Kamel Bahaaeddin, the
minister of education, has also de-
nounced incidents of physical pun-
ishment reported in some schools
and asserted that the minismy is spar-
ing no effort in enforcing the ban.

Clearly, however, it is in public
schools that conditions are more con-
ducive to frustration, among both
teachers and pupils. Ammar explains
that teachers’ low salaries amd the
difficulties they encounter in ar-
tempting lo make ends meet make
them more liable to veat their frus-
tration on students, “either by forc-
ing thern to take private lessons or by
resorting to physical ponishment.”

ing ro a law issued by the
Ministy of Education. if a teacher is
accused of beating a student. 2 com-
mittee must be formed to investigate
the case. If proven guilty, the teacher
must be punished. Puniuve measures
range from a one-month salary cut o
the teacher’s transfer to an ad-
ministrative job, according to Mah-
moud El-Qoussi, deputy minisier of
education for primary schooling.
Ammar, however. maintains that, al-
though legal measures can be ef-
fective in combating violence m
schools, they are insufficient.

“We should focus more on the
qualifications of the teachers them-
selves,” he argues. ~We simply can-
mot assign a supervisor 10 control
every single teacher. and teachers
themselves should understand tha:
they must develop techniques other
than physical punishment in im-
posing discipline.”

Psychiamrist Youssri Abdel-Mom
wamns that corporal punishment
mental cruelty, beyond the immediate
effects. may undermine the natural

school,” says Abdel-Mohsen. “A
friendly teacher-smdent relationship
would help students learn better.”
Pedagogy aside, however, it is dif-
ficult, ar best, for a teacher to es-
tablish a friendly relationship with a
hundred rowdy students.

Many teachers, furtbermore, be-
lieve that mild forms of physical pom-
ishment, like 2 slap on the bang with a
muler, are necessary to maintain dis-
cipline in class. “Children do not us-
derstand what is right or wrong oth-
erwise,” says Nushwa Salab an
English teacher at a private school
*They simply do not respond to
shouting. threats, or other forms of
punishment. I hit the students when
necessary, and the resuit is temific.
The students and their parents love
yxe“mdmeykuuwlamdoingagood

Some teachers even compiain that
the prohibidon of physical pun-
ishment in schools has beliuled
tzachers in their students® eyes. “Stu-
dents know that the teacher has no
means of disciplining them, and they
simply do not listen any more,” Gha-
da Helmi comphins.

Many educationalists believe that
teachers who resort to physical pun-
ishment to discipline siudenis are
not qualified 1o work in educaton.

says Ammar. “They believe that the
teacher is the only authority in class
and s' wld be obeyed fully, and that
any wsturbance of class order must
be punished.”

Armar, in fact, atributes lack of
discipline in class to the teachers’
methods. “The teacher is usually the
reason why the child gets bored, be-
cause most teachers adopt rote
teaching techniques,” he expiains.
“Instead of punishing a child for dis-
turbing the class, the eacher should
develop more interesting techniques
to grab the students’ attention.”

Educationalist Amina Niyazi sug-
gests that child psychology shonld
be one of the most important sub-
Jjects on the curricolum of any teach-
ing mstitute. “Schools should also
examine new applicants for teaching
positions, and make sure that they
are able to deal with children.”

Metwalli Mansoar, an educational
expert and vice-chairman of the
General Authority for the Ermd-
ication of Iliteracy, adds thar the
problem starts at the Faculty of Ed-
ucation, which accepts students who
did poordy in the general secondary
certificate. The college does not

-t
ate .

field,” Mansour says. “Many teach-
ers are oot even graduated from the
Faculty of Education.”

Mansour, however, sympathises
with teachers confronted with blatant
disrespect on the parr of their quﬂs

Five years ago, the Ministcy of Ed-
ucation uadertook a campaign o ed-
ucate prospective teachers studying
in Faculies of Education na-
tionwide. “The ministry has so far
qualified 40 per cent of the 450,000
teachers npationwide,” FEI-Qonssi
notes. “A oumber of teachers have
also been sent to England, the US
mifhe lat;r.o becg:e techmquu
wi teachi fques.
Teachers® salaries havegalso been in-
creased recently, and many in-
m&ves have been provided,” he
El-Qoussi believes thar incidents
of violence will gradually decrease
over the ing year, because about
80 per cem of schools are now ap-
plying the full-time day system, and
the number of students per class has
been reduced to about 40. He adds

The Ides of March

For almost forty years now, I have always developed in-
fluenza, or atr{ym a bad cold, at this time of year, The
last few weeks® unsettled weather have vividly reminded
me of my very first March cold. My mother had bought
me 2 summer dress at the preview of the summer collec-
tion of some larpe department store. When [ first saw it [
had very mixed feelings. T described the dress to myseif
as fussy, even gaudy, but since we children wers not al-
lowed an opinion, 1 abstained from commenting and
thanked my mother profusely, showing an enthusiasm
that I hardly feit. Whatever had possessed her, [ asked
myself in total bewilderment. . .

I soon congratulated myself, however, for withholding

criticism, because the little number actually started 1o

on me. It was so unlike what I usually wore. it was
a downright frivolous litle frock. made of cloqué nylon
in pink and white checks, with a lirde black velvet bow at
the neck, large plastic black botons down the middle and
a shiny black patent-leather belt. The material was sheer
and crisp at the same time. and I wondered what my
friends would say when they saw me. [ had been invited
t6 a party that evening and I suddenly decided that I
would wear it for the occasion. “This is a summer dress.”
my mother wamed, having read my thoughts. “Put it
away now."”

Since I was not completely sure of my friends’ re-
action, [ decided to give the dress a trial run before the

. T waited for my mother to retire for her siesta and
announced that [ was' going to the club. “In this weath-
er?” asked my grandmother. I looked ont of the window.
A full-blown khamassin was in progress. 1 could not see
the mmees in the garden for the dust. “Yes,” I said firmly.
“The weather is fine.”

Y wrapped the new dress up and pushed it to the bottom
of my bag. I went to the club, where I headed directly for
the changing rooms. There was no one there. I could not
gven hear the usuval tinkling of the n in the at-
tendant's teacup. Good, I thought 1o myself, I will be able
to look at myself in the large mimor. I procesded to re-
move my blazer, warm turtleneck pullover, winter skirt.
and stockings, then donned the new dress. [ examined my
reflection in the large mirror at leisure and, liking what ]
saw, tightened the belt a couple of notches, and emerged.

I made my appearance at the Lido expecting raised eye-
brows, or at least a few disparaging comments from my
envious friends, which would have confirmed my sus-
picion that the dress looked good. Nothing of the sort
happened. The poolside, usually a bechive of activity,
was completzly deserted, its tiles covered i a thick layer
of accumulating dust, which periodically flew one way or
the other. The tablecloths were buffeted by the wind, and
hundreds of dead leaves swam perilously in the pool.

Where was everybody? Had they been frightened away
by a miserable gust of wind? I was shivering badly, but
had no intzoton of giving up now. I would walk around
for a while, I decided, and, in the unlikely event that I did
not meet cne of my friends, [ would sit by the pocl and
order a-nice cup of tea. t was easier said than done.
‘Walking proved something of an ordeal My hair stood
on end, intent on lifting me off my feet. I was having a
hard time seeing where | was going. My eyes, nose and
throat were full of sand. My face was buming. Two of
my front buttons kept coming undone, the buttonholes
having been manufactured to withstand softer treatment. I
could find no one who was remotely likely io prepare a
cup of tea_ [ finally had to accept the evidence: the club
had been completely abandoned to the khamassin. de-
prving me of my moment of glory.

Back in the ing rooms, I removed the nylon dress,
which I liked far less now. With my disheveled bair and
my red face covered in a sticky. gritty film of dust, I
looked positively indecent; the impression was com-
pounded by the two open buttons at the front. For-
thermore, during my erratic walk. T had noticed that the
material was more crisp than sheer, and unpleasantiy
itchy to boot.” My whole body ached. [ was happy none of
my friends had been here to se2 me. I would have to
think of a good excuse never to wear the thing again,
Stuffing the offending object into my bag, I made my
way home.

During the next few days, I was so ill with influenza
that I completely forgot about the dress. As it happened., I
aever had 10 make up stories for not wearing it because
before summer, my mother noticed that it was badly
wrinkled and sent it to be ironed. Apparenty this type of
nylon, the ancestor of the new, improved variety, did not
take kindly to a hot iron, and the dress was imeparably

I made jate noises to indicate my dis-

even run eligibility exams for pros-  that the minister is also considering a intment, but rejoiced silently at my luck. I firmly be-
peciive_teachers, other than a pro- proposal o mark smdents” dis- lieve that one is always revisited by one’s sins, however,
nunciation test that is not always ad-  cipline, to belp the teacher keep dis- and not a month of March has passed since then without
ministered. cipline in class without resorting to my caiching a full-blown flu,
“Many students enter the Teach- physical punishment. Fayza Hassan
Al-Ahram Weekily

school assembly, Helmi and other development of children's ability to  “Most reachers do not have a deep
parenls received an announcement  learn. “Maony children tend to hate  understanding of child psychology.”
Supra Dagma Realacrant reolen
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Roast bee Better feta
Ingredients:

I 172 - 2 ky pot ruast beef (whole piece)

Andrew Steele goes Greek
|

Crossond

1 vnion (chopped)

8 cloves of surlic isliced)

| sieatl carrot (dived)

1 simall tomato {skinoed and diced)

2 stalks of celery (cut into smaller pieces}
1/4 cup white vinegar

Salt + pepper + allspice + grated nutmeg
Butter

Method:

Towel dry the beef withomt washing it
with water. [zt a large cooking pan, melt
some butnter and slightly brown the picce
of beef on all sides in order to prevent it
from drving. Do not over-brown. Remove
from pan and add the onion and garlic.
Stir-fry untl golden. then add the beef.
Season with all the spices. Stir for a few
minutes then add the vinegar. Lower the
heat and add the tomatoes, carots and
celery. Stir them all in. Cover and leave
1o caok over a very low Fame. Tumn the
rodst every now and thea. taking care not
1o let it siick. You will not need to add
witer il it is cooked on very low flame,
since water will ughen the meat. The
beef will release enough water residue to
be vooked in, In one hour or more. prick
with a fork 1o make sure it is done, Re-
move the roast and leave to cool off. In
the meantime, feave the s2uce and veg-
vtables 1o boil over medium heat until
they thicker. Strain through a manual
vegewable strainer to get a smooth,
creamy brown sauce. Slice the roast beef
and serve the sauce aside. Serve hot with
boiled o7 purded potatoes. or vold without
the sauce.

Moushira Abdel-Malek

e
f

It could be nothing other than a Greek
restaurant. the Acropolis in Heliopolis.
Its immaculate blue and white exterior
rings memory bells of island life and
intimate 1avernas. The blue and white
theme is continued past the portal, with
crisp blue and white linen. gleaming
biue and white paimtwork and a lovely
blue and white carpet whose pile we
admired. A muml depicting (surprise.
surprise!) the Acropolis adorns a whole
wall. The amosphere is all very on-a-
terrace-by-the-sea. One will have to ne-
tumn in the summer. when the outdoor
section comes olive.

It is a reasonably sized space. which
would readily accommodate 40-50 din-
ers. On the night of our repast, tinny
Muzak Flled the air. It was Muzak with
2 theme. however, and cur eardrums
were titillated to the velvety strains of
cight different versions of Love Story.

The menu was a strange collection of
pizza. pasta and rather dour inter-
national fare, It was extensive, how-
ever, and well categorised. We homed
in on the Greek sections. which, al-
though rather thin on the ground. of-
fered a measure of promise.

The tammasalata was light, fishy and
lempony, and, most importantly. not oo
pink. I find there is nothing worse than a
bubblegum-colonred salad, as it can cast
a pallor over one’s appetite thnt can be
hard to shift, The moussaka was meaty.
creamy, and thoroughly delicious —
heartening, consideriag the number of
pretenders 1o this classic dish that can be

found in the eateries of the capital. The
meathalls were m%rand freshly
coocked. rather lamby my taste, but
declared sujtably scrumptious by my col-
leagues. A big hand for the starters. For
with rice. Greek faste as jt was namjly

creamy, faintly tomatoey sauce; with
plain white rice. Perhaps that's how it's
done in Greece. The Chicken Souvlaki
was areal treat. and came with fresh tzat-
ziki on a bed of toothsome pita. The
chicken was really rather fine, and not in
the slightest bit stringy. The ouly hic-
cough was the French fries, which came
instead of the rice ordered.

Waming: dor’t onder the Greek salad,
Although the lettuee was crisp and
crunchy, the feta was distinctly damp
and rubbery and gave the sensation of
eating a piece of carpet underlay. Addi-
tiomally, it Ieft an unwelcome and pe-
culiar after-taste. We asked for olive
oil, as the salad was completely un-
dressed, bor aone could be d. Bah
and humbng. Sad salad aside, the pres-
entation was generally good and un-
fussy. and the food good enough to rec-
ommend to friends. The total for two,
with a bottle of Egyptian wine and two
good Turkish coffees, was an afford-
able LE147. Next time you have a han-
kering for the Hellenic, drop 1n.

By Samia Abdennour

ACROSS
1. Delighted (4)
6. Make raw: crack in skin

)

10. Wine basis (5)

I1. Drunk (3)

13. Biblical king (5)

1 55 Multitudes; botel keepers
{3

16. Suffix forming nouns of -

result (3}

151'. Result; come afterwards
(3)

18. Farm animal (3)

19. Persuader (7

22_ Corrida cheer (3}

23, Furious (7)

25, Patroms (7)

27. Abb. of a medical title (2)
28. Affirmative voie (3)

30. Holy persom, abb. (2}

3!. Handbag; wallet (5)

34. The place concerned (5}
37. Emanation (4) ’
38. .. and behold (2)

The Acrapolis, 82 Abu Bakr Al-Saddig W
e Acrapolis, m_ ]

Strees, Midan Safir, Heliopolis
Tel: 4178565 :

39. Univ. deg. in HL (2)

30. French for “Jaugh™ (4)

41, Inhale: smell in the air (5)
44 Inert gas used in fluo-

47. Barn sound (3)

49. Ma's mate (2)

50. Penny-pinching; national
income

. Pricklayer, mason or
house contractor (7)

59. Parasitic larvae infesting
cantle (3)

60. Elsa of movie fame {7)

62. Miss Braun (3) .
63. High isolated steep hill (5
§5. Step (3) ]

66. Shoot of ¢ willow (5} -

68. Curl one's up; score (5) 42 Antics; absyrd;

6 Finstlady () Negaton 5 >

70. Russian nver flowing to 45. Incident: sequej (7)

the Ukraine (3) - - 47. Short-sighted person

71. Waiter's equipment (4) 48. Portly (5) ol

T2. Shade trees (1) . 50. Recedes: deslines )

DOWN ~ g 32 Seryo5; hoble man (5)

1. Progressed; cultivated {(5) - - 53 Musical not: (2) el 5

3. Teading towards: appropri- -29. Before, prefix (2) - 56. Belief in existence of

aie (3) 31. Porulent mateer (3) preme being arising from rea.
-4, Models; shapes onta course 32 Amphora (3} - son (5) & from rea.

N . 33. Kobold; brownie {3)

5. Revered mentor (4)

6. Hold dear; nurture (7)- tity and extent {3) 61. Armada (4)
7. Layer (3} - cCuiarto, Argenlina (3) - 64. Pekoe (3)
8. Pyromania (5) - 36.Seacagle(3) . 67. French for sah (3,

- M. Increase in power, guan- 58 - avis (4)

37. Levels; regulates (5)

P .
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After landing in Abu Simbel we drove -
Toshka, 1.400km sowh of Cairo. Aswan "

85

drive. We preferred to drive. and reached our
destination, the site of the vast néw desert rec-
lamation project, in record time. ’
The site of the project and: its name ape
evocative: In Nubijan, Toshka literally means

of this Nubian desert, were
fields. blooming gardens and ﬂo;‘:;?gr&
we (reate a pew “paradiss™ on this desert

sides? )

We are now in-Wadi Kom Ombo. From Da-
aw, in Aswan, the valley stretches for miles.
Tlmows to the west. i

jest remnanis of Egypt's Stone
"were discovered here. The artifacts are e
tools and geometrical objects whirh look like
pyramids, The inhabitanis of this region may
have rubbed pieces of this rock together, and,
pethaps, a spark was ignited, -

1t smells of his here. The names of plac-
es contain the words kom (land), sel (hillock)
and hagar (stone), Thus, Kom Ombo is the
“land of gold™ or “Nuba". Nuba is derived
from bint, binia and ibna (son or daughrer),
which became ombe in Arabic,

The region has hosted more than its share of

by two brothers: Horns — virtve incamate —
apg Ser, the embodiment of all that is vile and
evil. For his evil, Set was transformed into a
crocodile. : '

Egyptian and forejgn archaeologists - come
here in their search for the origins of Egyptian
civilisation. Their labours have shed light on
the life of the Ancient Egyptians, the earliest
human settlements, and the begionings of so-
cieties based on anirpal husbandry.

There are plans for an archaeological re-
search centre to be established in Toshka. Per-
haps it will be named after renowned Egyptian

desert. :
There is also talk of a Pharaonic city, which
would auract tourists from everywhere, "but

cording to the minister of public works and
water resources. the city’s schools, health
centre. mosque, clubs and -other buildings
would .be built in keeping with the -archi-
lecture of the civilisation which once flour-
ished here. i .
The era of the “new Delta” is dawning. Wa-
ter is plentiful, but must be chammelled into
this valley before this Delta of the south is
bom. The Ministry of Public Works and Wa-
ter Resources is the main player in this hoge

ecL .
Pl%le Mohamed Ali Barrage, the Aswan Dam
and the High Dam bave all made a di

new néeds, 1o which new generations of dam-
builders mast cater. The southern strefches of
the Western Desert: can they réally .become
the lush farmlands of the south?

At the site, rocks have already been smashed
to smithereens. The explosions still echo
through the valley. Trucks are moving o and
fro, bearing hnge sacks of cement. Workers
are in a frenzy of activity. water is being
pumped from the wells. A forest: is béing

‘technigues being tried ont. S
The road for four-wheel drive vehicles lead-

mounains be seen in the distance. The
concern for the afterlife which séems to have
plagued human beings since they were ex-
pelled from paradise was resolved by the in-

their inspiration. from nature, and laid their
dead 1o rest in pyramids which resembled the -
mountains of therr homeland, preserving théir
bodies for millennta. ~ - . T

The gar

Tosbka: 2 half-hoor ﬂ.ight or a three-hour”

“the place of the good sapling™. In the hearp -

site, when Lake Nasser surrounds it on all -

Egyptan myths. It is said to have been ruled = -

archacologist Ahmed Fakhri, who so loved the

would also: house the new _pioneers. Ac-. -

I the e of e Egypass. Now tbew s~

sown, greenhonse crops planted, - imigation

ing to te site is being widened: Pyiamidal -

habimnts of this valley.. Perhaps they "drew ..

len at the edge of the world

| -lh'Tos___hka, Samir Sobhi discovers Adam and Eve, optimism, crocodiles and flowers

Near the Sheikh Zayed Camal the noise is
deafening. It rips through the sjlence of the
desert.

We remember the High Dam. and thé debate
which set the pages of Al-Ahram alight Had it

-not been for the Dam, we would not be creating

this new valley today. So far, half a billion

pounds have been spent on the Toshka project, .

and an-equal amount bas been allocated.

- A young engineer speaks about the well with

affection. The water from this well is pure. he
assures us. “The well.” he says proudly, “cost
LE250.000. Presidemt Mubarak visited us four

times, and he himself inaugurated the fira well.
We are planning 10 dig 21 wells. each 10 ir-
rigate am average area of 150-200 feddans. The
wells operate by electricity... We have already
grown cucumbers, green beans and zucchini in
this desert™

Cultivating arid land is the real challenge.
Rows of trees and palms swrround the canal.
The crops grown here are free from pesticndes
and artificial fertilisers. Experiments will be
uI:l:nied out 1o see whether sunflowers can grow

re.

We visit the forest and greenhouse which

photo: Ahmed Abdel-Raziq

people have named afier Minister of Ag-
riculiure Youssef Wali. Here. experiments on
crops suited to the arid climate are being car-
ried out.

In the Aurry of ideas, it is suggested thar silt
from the bomtom and banks of the lake be
brought to the new area.

Ibrzhim Nafie has said that this project ~will
resoive the incompatibility between population
and lund resources. Invading the desert is a
challenge and a Juty. There is no more space in
the old Nile Valley.”

The angingers Iive in rows of prefabricaied

houses. They spend 45 days on the site, then
2o home for ten to fifteen days. All the work-
ers complain that their fare home is 0o high.
They have feit the pinch Iess since the Luxor
massacre, and wish the tip back and forth Jid
not make such a dent in their salaries.

Over 250000 people work herc. The Be-
heira Company is responsible for the digging
and dredging of the canal, a waierway Aim
wide, S8m deep and 70km long. The drilling
machine, an aftractive monsier, cost four mil-
lion dollars. The minister of military pro-
duction is commiswioning 1wo maore orits of
heavy equipment for the project.

Ruin s unknown here. Cultivation of the
Tand is set to begin in 2001, Two hundred fed-
dans will bz earmarked for experiments and
research.

The <ky here is cloudless, and the lake is
smooth and transparent.

The Temple of Abu Simbel is now at the op
of the plalegu, its former location now sub-
merged beneath the lake. Ramses IL. barefool.
with his beloved wile Nefertari a1 his side.
saved from another deluge...

The village of Abu Simbel is swarming with
workers. The cafdés are full of eijents. some
walching tesevision on ar old <et. The picture
s extroordinarilv clear.

The village receiving more newcomers eve-
rvday. Many come in vans from Al-Arish.
seeking work opponunities in the southemn
stretches of the vallev. The population of the
village has doubled in less than a year.

Epvpt’s future is being made. here in the
south. Engineer Abdel-Fattah Mohsen ex-
plains: “The Toshka gorze is 25km south of
the High Dam. and the catchment hasin is to
the west. The canal in between protects the
High Dam from dangerous floods like the
one which occurred in 1996, when the water
level rose from 175 10 182 metres in the lake.
The water runs off into the cawchmem basin
when the level of the lake rises above 78
metres.

The Sheikh Zayed Canal is a different hy-
draulic system. Water is pumped into the ca-
nal by a pumping station that can lift 25 mil-
lion cubic mewes of water a day. The canal
carries the water to the “new valley™, where it
Rilnls irrigate approximately half a million fed-

Professor Rushdi Said is cautious., but not
opposed to this huge scheme. He emphasises
the imponance of keeping the canal free of
pollution. )

Investments have poured in: projecis include
spas. hotels, a botanical garden, camel rac-
ing...

Possible perroleum discoveries? Fingers are
crossed. The minister of petroleum explains
that. in Kom Ombo alone, 531 million have
hee_n_g.nnnarked for rescarch and exploration
actvities.

A new petroleum exploration plan will be
implemented as of this April; four 1o six wells
will be drilled in the Kom Ombo region.

Work has been underway since carly last
year on a well in Kom Ombo, Research has
confirmed the existence of new fossil fuel re-
sources. The minister of petroleum has de-
clared that 75 per cent of the drilling complex
in Toshka has been completed. The 1otal cost
of the complex is estimated a1 LE40 million,
and its fuel capacity is 12,000 tons.

Every dav. a new. exciting incident takes
place here. on the edge of the world. This
month, a well said to be 8.00G years old was
discovered 40km from the canal. A sculpture
on a limestone rock weighing 2.5 tons has
been found.

The only facility lacking is a railway line to
connect Aswan to Abu Simbel, A nilway
would accelerme serement in the region.

Ramses Il stands on the plateau, Nefertar at
his side. the vast luke rippling placidly at their
feet. The hive of activity below is no garden.
for now. But the flowers are already growing.

Stodents at the primary 0
Neguila nsed to be unable to concentrate on thelr
lessons. Decisive action was necessary 1o root
out the finy culprits: licé. The Association of
Upper Egypt for Education and Develdpment,

which established the school and several others .

like it in Upper Egypt. devised an original ap-
proach to deal with the epidemic. At the be-
ginning of each year, the teachers would choose
one student, and show him or her how 1o ose dis-

infectant to wash out the lice. Students in the . -

same family (immediate or extended) were then
encouraged to wash each other’s hair. I became
so popular that students stanted baving their own
competitions. : ot :

To many. this may seem a sgmewhat petty ac-

tivity for thfhs:honl to w but for ttc%chers
orking in the underprivileged villages of Upper
Eypt. where the level of edocation is low and

hygiene awareness even lower. every effor toin- .

crease stodems’ receplivify v absolutely, nec-

Esblished in 1941, the Association of Upper |

Egypt is perhaps one of the oldest local nop-
governmental initiatives. Its original aim was —
and still is ~ to boost enrolment in rural primary
schools, The Assiciation, however, 18 pedmps
more renowped for jts income-gencrating activ-
e A o at o o] xGE

are own a -
tion. This year's eveil.. which ended mid-March,
was held under the auspices of Mrs Sazanae Mo-
barak and inaugurated by Mimister of Social Af-
fairs Mervat Tellawi and Minister of Education
Hussein Kemel Bahaaeddin. The 150 girls of the
Akhmim community work all year preparing for-
this event. weaving, embroideriog, and experi-
menting with old and new stitches. .

Oue of the cldest towns in the world; and.the .

hub of. handmade textile uction until the
b ge:nuu'y, Akhmim in Soﬂ'is renowned for
ils weaving tradition. The centre. .stablished: in
1960. has mmmaged to create i5 owo niche
Akhmim, reviving and refining almost forgoten

stitches and skills. The.very fact that the workers -
and wonien is singular in a towa

are all g
where u%-;:en have traditionally played a some-

"what secondary role in the weaving industry, It

was generally believed that women did not have

- the strength and endurance to work at a loom. In

fact. the girls have surpassed the men and are

“producing complicated, multi-coloured cloth a1
_the looms.

The process of leaming the trade is leng and

_initense: o newcomer spends IWwo years as an ap-

prentice, with mandatory literacy classes. Won-
en spend Jong hours every day leamning stitches

"passed from one generation of weavers to the -
-néxt. May, a volunteer at the Association and a

turetor at the Egyptian Museum, has introduced
designs preserved in the Islamic and Coptic mu-
seums to- the. community centre in Akhmim,

- where they are reproduced or adapled lo ' weaving
.meeds, “There are designs from the Coptic and Is-
- jamic eras thar are very specific. One was found

oa & ceramic piece a1 the [slamic Museym, an-
other on a bow} from the Fatimid era... The gids
see whether such designs can be adapied as

stitches,” she explains.

A

The women also create new designs. AL 26
Shadia has been making her own creations for
the Jast 10 years. Afier she got married and had
her children, however, she could no longer join
the excursions on which the women seek in-
spiration. Her father’s house. situated in the mid-
die of the fields. is now the place she tums to. ~
£o up to the toof and look for jdess fur my nexl
creation. [ take note of evervihing going on
around wte and draw jt in my mind. then | go
hack and draw it on paper and start choosing
from the different-coloured silk threods.”

These pieces are sold for LE300- 1,000 on aver-
age at the Association™s annual exhibition. The
money goes directly 1o the anist a1 the end of
each year For Sa'diya, the few thovsand she
eams his way each year make all the diflercncs.
She won't say exactly how much she makes,
however: “Even my husband doesn’t know, Why
should he? With the money [ make. [ don’t need
to ask him for agything. 1 can buy what I want.
like gold jewellery. This work has given me au-

More than just
indupendence:
for the women

uf living
—

tonomy . Raoes. who juined the centre 25 years
azo, finds that the eavs: invome has meant more
than just financial imdependence. "My busband is
a carpenter and he doesn’t make much. I have
relied on my incomz io get uil four of nry chil-
dren through school. I couldn’t have done 1t oth-
erwise.” Thers are alswo female-headed house-
holds which. in 5 town where there are not many
work apportunities for women. rely fully on
these earnings. The work is hard, but hours are
flexible — usuafly from 3.00am to 1.00pm, The
oaly requirement is thyt the women must be at
least 15-vears-old.

Apart [rom hand-mad= tablecloths, pictures,
1apestries. bedspreads, scanves and pillows, peo-
piz Mock to the annual exhibition for large wood-
en plates amd bowls, statues and omaments. all
band-made ot the Youth Centre in Hagaza, es-
tablished in 1990, Althoush Hagaza is pre-
dominantly agricultural. it has # tradition of car-
pentry work. AL least five differant local kinds of
woor are used in creatiny these objects, in-

= T e L g w L _
StItCh eS : In tl r ' I e From hair care to literacy to handicrafis: one of Egypt's oldest local NGOs is stilf going strong in Upper Egypt. Mariz Tadros stops by

‘school in the bamlet of - &

cluding mulberry. orange and jojoba. At the end
of a three-year training period, members of the
Youth Centre are familiar with the entire process
of creation, from cutting down the tree 10 im-
ming iL meating it for worms, then curving it Yo-
hanna Beshir, one of the instructors at the centre,
points out that unemployment. demographic iso-
[ation and economic austerity were all making it
increasingly difficult for youth 1o find & way 10
eam a living.

At anv given time, there are around a dozen
ainees involved in the woodwork projecr but
during the summer holidays there are at [east 20.
Two groups of apprentices have already gradu-
ated. and have been encouraged to set up their
own projects through inlerest-free loans given
through the Association. Twenty-something Os-
ama completed his training last year and man-

“aged lo find a place to convert into 2 workshop.

but he complains that. as is the case in a2 great
many cottage industries, he is confronted with a
major marketing problem. The woodwork centre
trains young people 1o produce modest fumimre.
but also ¢laborate pieces of an which are beyond
the purchasing capability of the local villagers.
Beiter-of T villagers pay Osama argund LE100 to
carve a rabliya (large, low round table used in the
cottntryside ) with ornate legs.

The Upper Egypr Associotion has been the
prime outlet for the woodwork, but, once the ap-
prenticeship is complete, the young people are en-
couraged (o diversify their marketing outets, ~1
even tried Hurgkada 1o see whether { could mar-
ket my work there. bul there were no op-
penunities, so now I try and sell through bazaars
and exhibitions in Luxor.,” says Osama, whose
average monthly income is around LE40). He
could make a lule more if he did basic carpentry
using poorer-quality wood, “but I can’t do thit —
I'm an artist. nol a carpenter,” he says defiantly.

The marketing dilernma has meant that not all
the former apprentices continue & practice the
profession. which is why they wait all year for
eahibitions like the annual event held in Cairo by
the Association, The women at Akhmim., whose
sole rarketing outlet is this exhibition, have even
more reason to hold their breath.

Y
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atans are Tecated i Adlmacs Jizlepedag
gﬁ%;?:;::&-m ard Cair Ayt 3-.;45_
el 10 Alesangria, Port Said. Hurgluale 3wl S el
T3
g‘:l‘\‘ﬁiﬂ '!Biﬂ-"
Serviges almeost grery Bult hour Shmm & 3R L30m
Trom Taheee, then Giza. Almacs aad e per Tiden

1na busgs e

inception a O erestiee. faoem 1 LE=:
LET® usul Som; LEZ alieT, Fo I SR LEad
century ago ual Sl;m: LEu."ahU:hemaﬁﬂ. s Almao x T IS
YVIP s w = CCCS T = 1=
have Fhe '?':::ke:s fro A}m LED: srom e 2rpetfs LESS eandy
Egyptian w2y, ¢
Museum’s Afarsa Matrs
displays been Seruseas 3t Taum departure and 7pm reoi: fom Alsana
. and Tahns Square. Tickess LE3,
S0 organised. Cairo-Srdi Abdel-Rabmar: o
Nevine Services 2t 6.30am. "am. fai. $2m and Bdem T
El-Aref Cairo-Purt Said
toured the Services every h.x!l’huu.-fmmtt.’.-:m: S :b;i'r.'.:r..
N 3 rom Aimaea. oo Rrns
improved e Tte LET3 .
sections : ' Alesamdo-Pory Said
NN The treasures on the second floor. which include the Tutankhamnon collection and Middle Kingdom jewellery, can now be seen to advantage photos: Khaled EFFigi Service %:-'?;La.-dm Mf'é""‘éj Ay s
’ Departs Pont Said 3.30pm. Tickews EEZS cach w2y,
|
Cair-furghada
Servives 84m aod 2pm. from Takrw, then Gizz ad
e W r Almaza. Depans Hurehada poon and Spm. Tazasts LED
| l unitf Spm._ LE45 therefier, both each aay. m
The Egsptian Museunt was designed w ac-  admire the treasures in bright light. while pro-  third. and Prah-Shepses of the sixth. dynasties (950-850 BC). mmm i~y Den .
commedate 1 fimited number of objects. When  recting them from the destructive ravs of the The collection of the queens” jewels includes 3:I-l"'l‘l'n: Tanis treasures have never been properly ﬂ‘_,mpfm ¥;‘;“,§,",_SE$':;‘1‘;’?“"‘ Depars
these were shaply incrsased by nmewly-  sun” ’ anklets. necklaces, braceiets, earrings and mir-  publicised because at the time of the discovery. = .
discovered  objects — S0 from  Tu- It has been a collaborative effor all round. The  rors. “These ilems belonged to Queen At-Hathur,  world media was focused an news of the war.” Cair-Sharm E}-Sheikh
tunkhamun’s Tomb alone — not 10 mendon dis-  renovation of the jewellery chambers was camied  the daughier of King Senusert I and Queen Mir-  Saleh said. ~Uniil now. they have tended to be Service 11pm, from Tablitar. then Alm.tza Drparis Shars
vaveries from Tanis, Favoum. Dakhla Qasis and  owt by the Supreme Council of Antiquities rece. the daughter of King Senusert [Tl and other  overlooked in fovour of Tutankhamun’s better El-Sheikh 11pm. Tickess LESD each way
elsew here. they were packed into existing space.  1SCAY. in collaborution with foreign organ-  Middle Kingdom members of the royal family known and costlier collection. With the new mu- :
not always the most appropriate position for his-  isations and institutes. The room devoted 1o Tu-  including Werret and Khenumet, daughters of  seum arrangemenis. however, the Tanis coltec- Trains
wrcal context. The museum soon became dis-  tankhamen’s jewels alone cost LEA0O.000. fi-  Amnemhat 0.” Saleh said. Saieh pointed out the tion stands out in its own right.” — . i 2 Avw
parugingly described as “Cairo’s storchouse of nanced by a donation from the Dutch objects belonging to Queen Iyah-Hetep. mother  The reason why it is now possible to highlight }L":’:’R_"“I:i:g:::m"'d}“‘d ‘:ﬂ';s:r's:,'{_"q,ﬂg AR
Pharaoniv antiquities.” government. The other two rooms. devoled to  of Ahmose L. “father of the New Kingdom.™ Jew-  the display of items is that space is being created. T e
This has now changed. Repovations to the mu-  the Hetep-Heres funerany objecws. and jewels els found at Dakhla Oasis and Fayoum are ulso  For example. the Nubia collection from the royal Cunef nxor-Aswan
seum during the past vear have included the in-  dJating back 1o the Middle Kinzdom and dis-  on display in this chamber as well as items of the  burial a1 Ballana. which occupied a whole cham- ~French” deluxe mains wath <ieepers -
sullation of new lighting. ventilaion and air- covered in El-Labun and eisewhere. cost  Greaco-Roman period. ber on the ground floor of the museum, has now Services 10 ""“"g"""‘“"' 'm“f"m’f“""m;
conditioning. plus the re-arangement of objects.  LE200.000. They were financed by the Duich  Newt to this room is the Tutankhamun Hall been transferred 1o the new Nubia Museum in L e B P orentmen nt LE 1 7 e
The results are a4 jov 10 behold. particularly on Oreranisation for lotemadonal Cultural Coap-  where the boy king's most spectacular golden Aswan. The unique collection of Old Kingdom Esypians. to Aswan LE300 for forsigrer.. LE14 tor
the second Ruoor of the museum. A chamber on  eraduon. the Amercan Research Cenwe in Egypt  treasures and sarcophagus are exhibited. Visitors  fumiture, hithario on the second floor. has now Egvptians.
the ground floor will alsa be apened shorly, 'ARCE) and the Fulbright Commission. Con- can now move around the well-displayed objects  been moved to the ground floor where it will join “Spanish™ deluxe trains without kepers <3
Tiiree adjoining rooms on the secand oot are  ributions also came from Egyptian businessmen.  and see their craftsmanship from different as-  the Old Kingdom monuments. S’.‘;““ toLu ay rand Asman "';i‘"fgf“‘?ﬂ .
devoted w treasures from Tuwankhamun's collec- Ahmed Ezz, head of the Tenth of Rumadan In-  gles. Tutunkhamun is at last zetting his due. “Hetep-Heres was the miother of Khufu, bullder f_éﬁ:m m'gsw:,’f ﬁ:,s' ,,fx,, LES3: P i
gun, jewellery from other sites and objevts from  vestors Association. provided tiles for the halls. The third room is the newlv-organised hall for of the Great Pyramid.” explained Saleh. “Her LET. -
Taunis. Mohamed Shafig Gabr. chairman of Anoc  displaying the treasures from Tanjs. These are re-  collection includes gold and silver ankiets. brace-
Museum Director Mohamed Salefi explained  group, Mohamed Shabrawi. owner of a wavel markabie, but long-overiooked pieces. in many lets and earrings infaid with precious and semi- Caim-Alesaming
that the reorganisation has imvolved evervthing  agency. and businessman Mohamed Mebwalli alt  ways equal to the Tut collection. The discovery  precious stones as well as a complete set of bed- “Torbuni™ raing - .
from repainting. cleaning and  replacing dam-  pitched in. was made in 1939 when the threat of war was room furnimre, including a bed. carrying chair, Em;ﬁ"‘ Tickets frst chuss LEZZ s 1th 2 meai.
aged tiles. to decorating the chambers in ender © One hall is devoied (0 jewels of the kings and  hanging over Europe and Pierre Momter the armchair and jewel box. They are now on dis- Stadard crainvs: Services Sam, | Tam, oo, 3pm and “pe.
awcommodate new  showeases. The showenses  queens of the early dvnastic period and the Old  French archaeologisi who made the discovery, pluy in a special room on the ground floor, in the Tickers first class LE22: second class LEIY.
used in iwo of the chambers are new and made  Kingdom. It is dominated by a magnificent pold  had his excavations interrupted by the situation Old Kingdom section where they belong. beside g""" Bouniv Erom 6 o 16 0mm Tickes fent eis
of unbreakuble glass. Those lound in Tu-  stawe of 2 hawk. the eyes of which are stabilised  at the time. the siatues of her sons and the refiefs of her hos- | e, hoorls from fam o 10 30pm Tickes. fint chows
ankhamun’~ Hall are original. bwt are now by polished ohsidian rods passing through the “The objects include jewellery. funerary ob- band.” )
clean. shining and more atractisely positioped. heud. It dates 10 the Sixth Dvnasty and was jects and a dazzling coffin. unique in that it was ~ The collection was discovered in 1923 and Cairg-Pevy Sgig
“These are the most wondertul abjects ever ex-  found in Herakleopolis tancient Nekhen near fashioned in solid silver with the head of a fal- 1924 near Khufu’s pyramid complex i Giza and Sexvices 6. 20am and R.45am. Tickets firs: class LES:
cavated. and they deserve the best treaiment.  Edfun. con” said Salah. The objects came from five was painstakingly restored to #ts orginal splen- .second class LEZ®.
both 1n terms of display and safery.” sad Saleh. Other objects in the room belong 10 King Djer tombs in San El-Haggar. Tanis and Shargiva dour. “The chamber will be officially opened to .
“The use of fibre opue lighting allows visitors w  of the First Dynasty, King Sekhem-khet of the  Govermnorate and date back to the 2lst and 22nd  the public in March,™ Saleh said. - EgyptAir
. - R
- - ) ' There are between two and five domestc Sights daily.
R , Check EgyprAir: Adly 300-0099: Opera 302244 wr
estoring Egypt’s image abroa L
i -
. . . . . . . . Tickets LE351 for Exyptians, 5177 phus LES &
This month, Egypt participated in the Milan and Berlin tourism exchanges. Both were a chance for Egyptian officials, forcigoers, both soundeip, L
travel agents and hoteliers to persuade foreign tour operators to restore Egypt to their itineraries. Rehab Saad reports ;
Cairo-Luxor
Tickets LE199 for Egyians, S128 plus LES for
Eqmvpt's participation in the Milan tourism exchange in Ily and  agencies wili hold its annual meeting in Egypt in January 1999.  this project despite the fact that the gccupancy rates this year are forei B - |
the ITB tImemationale Tourismus Bourse) in Germany this year  which should help Lialian travel agencies to put Egypt in mind. and  jow_ but as a show of suppont for Egypt and also because they have Cairo-Hurghads F
was different from any other. In previous years Egvptian par-  the next general meeting of German travel .agenc.ies ({DRV) wi.!l.be a direct interest in promoting German jnvestments in Egypt,” said Tickets LE229 for Egvptians. $69 plus LES for
ticipanis competed among themselves 10 make the most deals and  held in Egypt next October. “Such a meeting will have a positive  E|-Beltagui. Also. two major German travel agents published spe- Foreizners. both round-trip.
draw the greatest number of tourists. This year the tourism con-  effect on the German market in particular and the European mar-  cjal brochures on Egypt in an effort 10 encourage tourists during . .
ventions were mainly used o help ease the impact of last No- ket in general.” said Minister of Tourism Mamdouh El-Beitagui. the coming seasons. At the TTB, new destinations at Taba, Nu- m“h _ .
vember's Luxor massacre and. at the same time. try 1o encoursge  In bath the [talian and German events. there were positive sighs  weiba and the Western Desert were also marketed. Tickets L'Eijhf"';uﬂ?‘"’- $72 plus LES for
tourisis W return w Egypt. Officials called it the “hard mission™  that a gradual restoration of the tourism movement to Egypt is pos- Perhaps ane of the most successful missions was to couvince Ener. P- Cormpi
which necessitated a great deal of effort. preparation and explana-  sible. In Milan. Egyptians concentrated on promoting upcoming  Germans that Egypt’s new security procedures are sufficient to en- piled by
tion — espevially about the security =ituation in Egvpr ciftural and tourist events — especially the celebrations marking  syre that tourists are safe in Egypt. “This explanation, Rehab Saad
The mission in Milan. participants sald. was easier than that of new archaeological discoveries. the summer shopping festival. the  which was the focus of a pms; conference on the first [ e e ey
Berlin and its resulis were more positive. The Genman wourism  fourth international song festival and the October production of day of the event. and which was attended by a oum-
market has beenbhi: hard by the Luxor aitack and by last Sep-  the ppera Aida in Luxor. ber of German iourist officials and media men, was )
tember’s tourist bus amack in Tuhrir Square. According to sta- “We also promoted our planned spevial celebrations for the ad-  very useful for th ior t t hora 1 met.” - -
tistics. December wiinessed a 70 per cent decrease in the number  vent of th; third mjllennium. We will be having an event on the u:? nuqz?ster sarjd_e major fodr operators whom 1 met. U/,}h”m
of German tourists compared to December 1996. Pyramids Plateas where 2000 children are going 1o hold candles Unforiunately, the German TV stai
In spite of the drop. however. Egyptian participants from the and run towards Khufu Pyramid. Alse. with Italian cooperation. screen:d : ne;n{ive report about securi;n' me?;::mha"c: é-ﬂyp T ﬂ/ﬁ
public and private sectors did not lose hope. They were able to we are going to install the missiog part of the top of the Khufu [ uxor just hefore the ITB started. *This report bad a T9| h .
convince foreign tour operators  Pyramid in gold.” El-Beltagui iold the Weekiy. nesative impact on our mission at the beginning.” ep one Numbers Of calro Ofﬁces
and tourism decision-makers to One of the most important announcements at the ITB was that gy El-Beltacui. ~In the licht of this. our mission to
hold industry cfunferences in  Tui, on: t?lf the largest (c.:‘rennan travel agencies. will be opening 3 encourage Germans to come back @ Egypt was es- i £ i
Egypt in the near fumre. hotel of the Robinson Club chain for the first time in EgypL al ially diffic i _
The federation of ltalian mavel Abu Souna an the Red Sea coast. “They decided to 2o ahead with Eﬁﬁ:ﬂ'gﬂ at 1';_:;[{ J:-mui ﬁt’_f{é‘;’:;g:,’_fm’"s need to be Departure aﬁ:ioz?olzoflslyoﬁgg H daily) 2
rriva ours daily
During the centuries of occupation, the Airport
a I I O Romans quarried stone in Egypt on a large 2441460-2452244
si:ale. Now a Japanese mission I}ave Movenpic!
discovered :the {argest stone—cu_ttlng workshop 29118304183720
ever found in the country. Samir Naoum - .
e g rea r O C mavelled to the newly discovered site 2008453 Do0AL28
) rr .
1 ‘al 0{ t.l.l.e wegk..n;: Quarrying has beenan 3 cavation sites. next to a  massive blocks of stone which were then hauled Abbassia
T T Ff important activity in - & minwater trench to the over to the workshops for hewing, wimming and 830888-2823271
LE 135 Egypt since ancient . “Hs. " north-east of the ruins  shaping into different parts of columns and other ar-
.E. = tmes.  Techniques - %’ of tmebe?mﬂ:: c:tlg.-. has  chitecrral elements. In that third layer. several un- Nasr City
ASW. have nuturafly 95 Just Deen compieted.”™  finished cofumns were found.” . ) ) 2741871-2746499
E 11 3 changed over time. as == Kwanish said. “Close 10 The only unfinished monument which bad hither-
e p T have Il:: requigemgs § it l.t;fre a_fr;;our massive 1o been found in Egypt was the obelisk discovered K ak-Ka 1 Nil
SR ORI of builders an i- B gy rocks. Ir presence  im a grantite quarry in Aswan. This would have been
1LE 95 tects. Now a site has suggesied 10 the mis-  the largest obelisk in the country. but was aban- 5750600-5750868
= TISES been discovered by a sion that the gatrsggf the doned due 1o faults in the rock, and lefi still a- ; $ s
NEECR J mission _in § ancient city might be tached to the bedrock. = -
LE 180 Middle Egypt which geg buried there.” . South-east of Minya, the newly-discovered quarry 2741953-2746336 -
= ————— 4 will shed considerable ¢ Work got under way. s in a limestone area, and the unfinished Roman
T i wsy light on the urlﬂethod:‘- Digging rg\[ge;:cd the  columns are less remarkable for their size than for ub -
of quarrying that were e existence of three strata. their delicacy and elezance. - L
LE125 usc?:l in Roma}n times. X : T sl ¢ ﬂled'ugﬁminst cin- During mz carly I%glrlmm era. the quamrying in- 2039072/4-2039071 e
. “We have found ev- et — . sisted of black soil con-  dusary was very important as sett ar MM IR
Rates per person Ipcr night idence of what used iv The Romran column is still attached to the bedrock  taining architecturalele-  all over the c-.gnuy!.mThc method s::inlt:; xtﬁ:ng.f s a i
qukfastl:umaudwded be a frotory where ments made of stone_as  mans for shaping stones comprised a number of 5749714 R
Cruises F siones were shaped accordiog to the use 1o which  well as broken clay-ware and glazed pottery of dif-  steps. First. the general design was marked our - oo gk
BOOK NOW!! they would be put. The finished stones would be  ferent ages from the Prolemaic to Islamic periods,  Small stones were then placed underneath the majn Adli . T Y
offer only valid within this transported 10 larger cities like Alcxandria. and that is. between 232BC to the seventh century AD.  mass which was then roughly hewn using a vasie 3900999-3902144 : e s b
week for reservations till there are indications that they were carried on barg-  The second layer was reddish in colour. “due o the  of tools. Other tools were then used to sha mﬁ; ' T et g
30/4/98 es along the Nile.” said Li’ic_ld director Hiroki Kwan-  presence of large amounts of bro:';n clay-ware  smooth down the Rnal product. pe . Opera T . il
disco ish of Japan™s Tsocoba University. ] whose texture resembles that of light red. finely “When we finally removed al : _ . } :
oﬁ'ﬁd&bevgl;;e Tabna Al-Gabal is siwated east of the Nile at  ground pottery material. This suggested i may ha\% the columns, we fo{md ab;ut ."-Olbrlgﬁz:eg:i;sngnﬂng 3914501-3900999 Cas s oo
if you buy your package Minya. Kwanish. wht_) described d_ne Site as 2 most !k:cn the site of a pottery manufacture,” said Kwan-  Roman and Coplic eras, as well as a sat of oil lamos ™ Ia[aat_ligﬁ : o "_n_',;
htl'orc Friday 5.00pm exciting discovery. said that the mission planned 10 ish. At the very bomom of this layer, statues and  said Kwanish. The mission has found 1 3930 D b e
N proceed in two stages. First, they would continue pieces of inscribed stone (ostracon) were found.to-  ment of artifacts includinge pottery hmmﬁa&fm T 381-3932836 E T
For reservations, with the cxcavations they bad ‘begun carlier of gether with the remains of mud-brick walis dating  stamped with the Greck alphubet. asiracy cusrend . ; ,? T
Pyramisa Hole mkr;:i torabs of high priests and high-ranking officials  back to the Ptolemaic period. in Coptic. and fragments of hollow te Sngraved H.lt!m N B i
60 an;ssw_’uegllml);s who were busied in the region during the Middle  “We lifted them up and. after documenting them.  of Greek and Roman deities, as well ';:‘:?g;sm““ 5759806-5747322 - ] el
Td!;ax 3361936 Kingdom in the period around 2000BC. This phuse  we moved on to the third layer. At fint. we found  tian soddess Isis andthedan.':ing dwarf Bes, . LT |
; will include the so-called ~Frascr Tombs. located to some rather small stones. These had been placedbe-  With the discovery of this large ston . erat - 1 s
the south of Tahna Al-Gabal. Then they would go  neath the larger cones to help in hewing and shaping  workshop, the team has now stoppegcd oae-cutting 3613278-34 ] =esed
on w draw up 2 topographical map of the arca.™ them.” said Kwanish. “This indicated that the quar-  season, but Tahna Al-Gabal will ‘once wark fl‘: “E: 88630 Doms
“The task of determining the location of the ex-  ries south of Tahna Al-Gabal were used for culting  scene of much activity once the aummnacg:&s_ Zamalek i R A
- Ill'\',“'.!
3472027-3475193 i} s s
- et o
- '-"'"-'a—-'l:i
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runner-up in the World Junion in 1941,

World-ranked number 7. Suzanne Homer of Enpland. has
fallen a liitle from her best position as number two in 1995,
but even though she is 3d-vears-old. she shoi 23 not be writien
off just yet. The last few vears have seen the Englishwaman
plaving some of her best squash. In 1994, 1he past British
Open runner-up won the US Open and in 1995 und 19496 took
the European Champien of Champions tide a- well as reach-
ing the last four in the Guensey Open. Britich Open and lain
International in Korea The year [996 stned on 2 hizh note
when she captured the British Championship iitde, having
been forced o retire during the semis with o back injury the
year before, This year was concluded with a trip w0 Lapland
where she won the Finnish Open.

British Liz Irving. world-ranked number &, already has a
distinguished playing career and. having tumed 30 yvears of
age, she is producing some good squash. She emersed as 1 10p
liner in the mid-80s and has been consistently in the upper
ranking since then. She led the Australian team that won the
World Team Championship and hus hersell 1zken a number of
individual tides. In addition to being a WSPA board member.

R T i Wamen s ey
~ o - : \ N - “.are determined not to be
» - | & B - - sidelined — and certainty
o uoRNE N Wy - notthesightwho
' . S - e qualified for this week's
) _ L w .. World Squash Grand Prix
= " W finals in Hurghada. Inas
- . ' , : - Mazhar joins them by
U v the Red Sea shore
The Woﬂﬂ'swomensqnashplaymhadmmmméa - However, p the most
i mroy%h a gruelling series of major events last ym,inordﬂlg mm 1997 was
e quality fmtbtﬁsl—qvqummndﬁixﬁnalsbeingo:ganisedby the inclusion of 2 women's
T . - - . ) in cmn' y-
= ‘Women competed in eight major championships jor matches
across the world, collecting gllinls. 'I'!hc mpexgl:: quanﬁedn%g: l;-;:lgttlh: lg‘.‘I;'lsosrctmn be:d:l
. ﬂ:eseﬁm-nmeﬁnals.“saidpxndrewsmley;dﬁmafﬂn Pyramids has terned outtobe a
- Women Squash Players’ Association (WSPA). Shelley major publicity coup, both for
seressed the attractions of the i ‘Hurghada location  the sport and for E *To be
which he thinks will help promote the gan. Co part of this event, linked as it
- The eight players were divided into two pools. Each player was with the excellent He-
played three maiches. The Frst and second from each group liopolis Open, was a thrill in-
. have qualified for today’s semi-finals, and the final will be deed for the top women
played tomomow. : players,” said Shkelly. Now, in
It shoutd beoa mg:%mn?rm sinhuaesfortbeﬁrstﬁme the wake of the Al-Abram and
prize money on our has crashed thron Heliopolis championships
X the $500.000 barrier. Not a hage total compared with sc:u:ée’fl comes the prestigious World 5 2
other more lucrative sports, bat still a rise of ncarly 40 per Grand Prix in Hurghada to ce- - - : A
&Cn:hbmﬁonyes,mna:ﬁunedone.m A et :e:twﬁdmnny':mr:p:mﬁm Highly strung? — A tense moment on the glass court in H
. anz-(liie:ald oomenw& "Elefgiﬂs are worth a million at the first playing of this major event is a milestone for international  der-16s and laier captained the Englend side which won the
i d:lggh :‘f!. sprhvg;e are only “way to-our first target! We arc - women’s squash and so there is a great debt to pay the organ-  World Juniors in 1987. However, her gremiest moment 1o date
: s;?l be progress we are making, though'the chem-  isers and holiday resort who are hosting ir. the WSPA di- came m 1991 when she sensationally bzar World Number |
Pai%l}l::m haggme for the L .. . Tector conchnded. . . Susan Devoy in the guaner-finals nf the British Open. and
- et ar fvimrl: the top ten o make a living, and not Who, then, are the lucky eight who have made it to Hur-  went on ta reach the final before succumbirg to Lise Opie.
s ible at all for those further down. However, things are  ghada? Top-racked woman in the world is Sarah Fitz-Gerald. World number 4 is Cassie Jackman from England. She was
movmgvr.gndlenghtdlrecu_on. s . After many years of effort, she finally won the World Open 1i-  runner-up in_ihe JSM Supersquash in 1993 and in 1994
f‘“Ihe VSPA membership figores are rising, and the number  de in autumn 1996. April '97 saw her ranner up to Michelle reached the final of the World Open. She repeated the final
- ?3 scouI:u;es offering players hes increased. n 1996 there were  Martin in the Leekes Briush Open, and in May she picked up  slot in 1996 where she lost to Sarah Fiz-Gerald, having won a
playing members. but twelve months later the fignre had  the Las Vegas Open tdtle beating Liz Irving 3-0. In June she  pulsating semi-final. 10-8 in the fifth, zrainst Liz Irving the
aiready swelled to 164. England and Anstralia may dominate. beat Michelle Martin 3-0 twice in close succession’at Al-  previous day.
:uun&::cally. but virtually all of Europe is represemed, as are  Abram International in Egypt and the Boz Grand Prix in Ger- ~ World number 5. Australian Carol Owens. aged 26, has
other continents. Despite only hosm_lg onc small tour- many. This was immediatly followed by taking the first ever been making steady progress up the rankings ladder. In 989,
- namer_:,t each at present, Italy“an_q Japan, ‘for-example. can = World Games Sguash title in Lahti, Finland. she 1ook third place in the World Junior Individual evenr. Car-
boast 20 players betwesn them,” said . Michelle Martin is curently world-ranked number 2. She ol then beat Liz Irving in the Weymulter semis. It was these
“The most starding growth camie ‘from the USA. In twelve  was on the scene for some years before taking the top spol va-  successes, together with semi-final slots in the Singapore and
months the prize fund in the states shot up from $50.000 to - cared by Susan Devoy at the end of 1992 In 1997, she fo- Australian opens, and several quarter-final berths, that took
- nearly SISO.GOQ. Despite the country not boasting ils own su-  Cused to regain her pre-eminence and in her first tour event of  her imo the World Top Five.
perstar, women’s squash is very definitely in vogue.” Shelley the year, she beat Rebecca Macree 3-2 in the Cop Olympics as ~ World-ranked number 6, Germany's Sabine Schoene, aged
continued. . . Wwell as holding her British Open title beating Fitz-Geraid 3-1 23, is a very seasoned performer on the intemational siage.
The present tour has-been strongly supported by Malaysia " iu a thrilling final. L For cight years she has been competing in wornen's events.
and Anstralia, and Canadz and New Zealand are also expected Third place in the world rankings is curremly held by Sue  while in her early years she won several junior titles. She has
to be back on line soon. . . R Woight Her career first took off when she won the British Un-  won the senior German Championship eight times and was
the Phar
e e Pharaohs
. : Lining up for the African tounaments, Egypt's three top teams
atel : still have some way o go-to reproduce the collective genius they
PPy 2. found in Ougadougou. Abéer Anwar isn’t holding her breath
Three Egyptian teams are playing in the pre- |, play football — thongh they didn’t seem to
. liminaries of the Africar Cup Winners and” mind the Fenyans playing football without
League Winners Championships. But some- - them. As a result, Gor Mahia kept. up a
mak? one seems to have cast a spell over them, steady anack and the burden fell on Zam-
e since the national team (whom together they - alek’s goatkeeper, Nader El-Sayed. Save for
provide withallitsplaé:rs) won the Burkina - “his sterling performance, Zamalek woald
Faso African Nations Cup. Their playeis ap-. have lost by 12 goals. As it is, thiey Jost by
pear tired and rather to0 relaxed in their cur- - one, which came in the 39th minute of the
- . rent round of African encomntérs: The first first half In the second half, Zamalek's per-
- to stant was Ismaili, playing the first-leg of .~ formance improved, but not enough for them
: its match in the preliminaries of the African- " 10.equalise. . . ]
Cup Wingers Championship against Er- .  After the mmch Rund Kroll, technical
trea’s champion, Red Sea Although the manager of Zammlek, commented, “This is
roatch was played at home, they still seemed  the Hghtest loss they could have inflicted on
determined to meake a meal of gewing ‘ns. We will be able @ win the second leg -
through to the 16th round. - .. -casily when we arc at home.” Hany Zada,
’ Red Sea are =n easy team, yet Ismaili still  head of the Zamalek delegation, commented,
- Nl : only drew 2-2 with them. A y unable ““Losing by one goal is not 2 bad result be-
to attack, they resorted (0 ce and soon __canse even if we had drawn we woold bave
forgor aboat scoring goals. The suspension ~- to win in Cairo. I think we will have an easy
of Mohamed Salah Abu-Greisha, their best job'q for the next ronnd.” . -
Gy striker, was olso & blow- Having scored their - * At least did 2 Hifle better thap Zam-
first goal, Abu-Greisha was sent off before.  alek, with 2 1-1 draw against Ethiopia’s Cof-
the end of the first half for striking Eritrea’s. - fee in their first-leg match in Addis Ababa in
players rather than the ball. Thié was one of * . the preliminary - rounds of the African
e the main reasons for his team’s later desper- Winners Cup. Ahli were returning to
_ ate behaviour, Isiaili's second goal féll 1. Afiica following a four-year absence with
aMait Mohamezd Fekry whgﬁnaﬁsed..ﬂwugh_not their sights'set on"a thind African League
= R before the fans had really begun o Jay into Winders file. The 1982 and 1987 winners -
theteam. - . 0 " " "had quit continental competitions in protest
Ismaili have made it easy.for Red Sea, - at disciplinary measures taken by the Af-
who bave only.to draw or win by one goal to* . rican Football Confederation (CAF) against .
qualify. They also bave the advantage of . several players. Ethiopia’s Coffec had struck
playing the rerurn leg on 4 Apdl at home, “eight goals past Saint Michael "United of : o’
Four mmdred fans travelled from Erirea.to  Seychelles in a preliminary tie. Bur goals |- EER 44 )
cheer their team on, and celebrared their - were .muock barder to score Ahli, S : .
draw with much dancing in the stadium.* * whose  defence  includss national | AHLI'S indoor halls are the venue for the 13th African Volleghall Champions” Cup from 23 lo 30
| Zamﬂek'fqrmpﬁ“-s"ﬂ'“dfm. yers 8é Samir Kamouns and Mm March. The nine teams taking part have been divided into two groaps. Group Onse is made up of
» defeat away to Kenya's Gor Mahia i the - . Emara. Ahli’s Hossam Hassan got ¢ | Egypt’s Ahli, Kenya’s Commercial Bank, Tunisia’s Helal and Céite d’Ivoire’s Asie. Gronp Two
: -firet leg of the 32nd -mmﬁe: Afican - goal gﬁﬂmn&fﬂfmﬁgﬂﬂ Ah:i; : boaslslﬁyaar’s champions, xeny'snousm.a;weﬂasmgem% M&:li{:.the Seychelles’ Royal,
League Winners ’ Zamalek - were penal s " j themselv ; 1aking i
! v e (o Maliy. i e pas, - awarded by the efere in e St mioutc of | 70 ay locod ap n Hocabass, mbce ey e playe] & Aamber of oendly matches o
i this was not an easy maich for Zamalek. - ﬂlesqcom_lhalf.BmAhl_.lhas agooﬂchm; - | preparation for this event. They are fired by the desire to win the cup and thus regain the title
. This difficulty seemed to be largely doe to - of- clinching the second-leg mﬂc o .whichtheyommmponudrnrsolong. photo: Amr Garmal

the reluctance of Zamalek's mid-Geldess 0.
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played in Cairo on 3 Agrl

Lrving is also the players” represeniative on the World Federa-
tion Rules Commitee.

The ‘can
do’ team

The word ‘impossible’ simply does not
exist in the dictionaries of some
unique athletes who dribbled and shot
their way to a World Cup showing.
Nashwa Abdel-Tawab reports on
the victaorious national wheel-chaired

basketball team

.|

Have you ever seen players who lay motionless i
on the ground afier being fouled in a foorball

match? They do so because they are either tired, (

want o wasle time, want 1o be substituted or want
to find an excuse for their poor performance, Now
take a look at some other kinds of players who
will have none of this.

If you haven't seen this lauer type of athjere,
here’s what you've been missing. The national
wheel-chaired basketball team made it 1o next
October's World Cup in Australia after winning
its African qualifving matches in Egypi.

Egypl came out on top of a group of six Leams
which played almost a week of playofl games at
the Military Academy's Balloon Indoor Hall.
Egypt won all its five matches. taking the
maximum 10 points, thus qualifyinz for the cup
for the first ime. [ts easiest match wus definitely
against Lebanon which was beaten by a whopping
111-17 margin. But the team had a much tougher
time with Kuwait. defeating the Gulf staie 53-12
in the dying minules. Cheered on by mainly
soldiers and officers at the Academy., Egypt went
on 10 beat Algeria 68~41. Libya 54-38 and South
Africa 65-43. Algeria came second with nine
points followed by Kuwait with eighu

The handi {cam was formed more than
fwo years ago. The players wen: chosen from the
12 clubs thas play in the domestic league, s road
10 victory started under the tutelage of coach
Faronk Habib. Bul it wasn't a path strewn with
roses mainly because of the [ack of sufiicient
financial support. One of the problems
encountered was the cost of wheelchairs. A
wheeichair of the kind the players use costs up to
LE12,000. Clubs aren’t equipped with such
wheelchairs and. as a result. during their two years
of preparaiions, players used to share their wheels
because the federaion couldn't afford wheelchain
for all 14 plavers. The problcm was solved with
the help ol a businessman who bought the team all
the wheelchairs it needed fust before the qualifiers.

Anather problem was the difficulty in holding
indoor training camps for the players. because of
exorbitant fees demanded by hotels plus the '
players™ lack of mobility. But the Military
Academy graciously hosted the plavers on its own-
training grounds in their indoor hall.

With the problems out of the way. Nabil Salem.
president of the Egyptian Handicapped
Federation. officially submitied Egvpl™s
candidature to host the African und Middle East
qualifications for the upcoming World Cup in
Sydney. To prepare for the cup. the team played -
in the Steckmaldefil Championship in England in
1996, notching third place. and also participated
in the thind Moroccan international Championsnip
in 1997 where it did even better, placing first.

It is nolewonhy that this is not the first
outstanding achievement of the Handicapped
Federation; it's the thind — in only two months.
First. the ringhall tcam for blind players qualified
for the World Cup in Spain. Then disabled
volleyballers managed to advance to the Waorld
Cup in Iran.

Alter their remarkable achievement, veveral
clubs honoured the diszbled hoopers a1 lavish .
receptions but what all the players really wanted, -
and needed. was a deserved rest with their equally
outstanding families. These athletes are men of
action. not words. They never said they would
win the cup; they just went out and did i

The players. handicapped from accidents tha
could happen 1o anybndy, have been able to prove |
that they are capable of victory. With long arms -
and sharp eves, they were determined ¢ achieve
what 1o most people would be an impossible
dream.
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2000 cc/ 115 HP / Multi Point
Fuel Injection / 16 valve / Twin Came
Horizontaliy Opposed Engine / Special price

1600 cc /95 HP / Multi Point T
Fuel Injection / 16 valve / Twin Came S
Horizontally Opposed Engine / Special price
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2500 cc / 150 HP / Multi Point
Fuel Injection / 16 valve / Twin Came
Horizontally Opposed Engine / Special price

2000 cc / 122 HP / Muiti Point
Fuel Injection / 16 valve / Twin Came
Honzontally Opposed Engme / SpeCIaI price

2000 cc / H5 HP / Multi Point
Fuel Injection / 16 valve / Twin Came
Horizontally Opposed Engine / Special price

£600 cc /95 HP / Muli Point
Fuel Injection / 16 valve / Twin (ame
Horizontally Opposed Engine / Special price

Sole Agent

SUBAR EGYPT
32 Murad St., Giza . Tel.: 5706070
Fax.: 5706080

Tel.: 4844926 483(1921_.1_
Fax.: 482!287
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